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down." I am not suggesting anyone here
is doing so, but western Australians
generally should not take any pant In
damping it down. We should alI try to go
forward enthusiastically, knowing that
the development of Western Australia is
assured and knowing that we have a
wonderful country-a. country capable of
producing agricultural products; a country
capable of earning for itself the balance of
industries we deserve; and a country with
the potential to do this.

Question put and passed; the Address-
in-Reply thus adopted.

Presentat ion to Lieutenant-Gouernor
and Administrator

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Mfinister for Mines) [10.6 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Address-in-Reply be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Lieuten-
ant-Governor and Administrator by
the President and such members as
may desire to accompany him.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (7): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Companies Act Amendment Hill.
Bill introduced, on motion by The

Hon. H. K. Watson. and read a first
time.

2. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by The

Hon. R. F. Hutchison, and read a
first time.

3. Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by The
Hon. L. A. Logan (Mdinister for
Town Planning), and read a first
time.

4. Dog Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by The

Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for Local
Government), and read a first time.

5. Foreign Judgments (Reciprocal
IEnforcement) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by The
Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Justice), and read a first time.

6. Mining Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by The

Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for
Mines),* and read a first time.

7. Bills of Sale Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by The
Hon. A- F. Griffith (Minister for
Justice), and read a first time.

Mouse adjourned at 10.14 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
ELECTRICITY CHARGES AT

ROEBOURNE

Reduction
I.Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister

for Works:
(1) In view of the facts that-

(a) the electricity charges at
Roebourne (undertaking op-
erated by P.W.D.) are as
follows:-

- 1-25 units-is. 9d.;
26-50 units-la. 3d.;
all over 50-9d.;

(2)
Mr.
(1)

(b) the meters are read monthly
which prevents, in most
eases, the lowest rate ever
being utilised, will he take
immediate steps to bring
about a reduction in char-
ges?

If not, why not?
WILD replied-.

and (2) The method of charging
electricity accounts on a monthly
basis is standard throughout the
north-west.
As the charges for electricity at
Roebourne are based on the esti-
mated operating costs and con-
sumption, any alteration to the
period of rendering accounts
would require an alteration to
the charges.

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT
TRUST DRIVERS

Capability Check and Effect on
Employment

2. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:
(I.) Are drivers of M.T.T. vehicles,

especially older men, checked
periodically as to capabilities?

(2) If deficiencies are detected to the
extent of requiring retirement
from driving, what becomes of
such employees?

(3) During the last year, how many
drivers were tested, and how
many had to be relieved of driv-
ing duties?

Former New Former
Name -Age Designa. Dlesigna- Rate

tioln tion (Margin)
S. dI

Hepplen, F. J. 39 0/Driver .. Greaser .. 80/-

Fowles, 3. W..
Loughton, A. J.
Hall, A. WV.
Sharp, R. H..
Deal, E. V. _
Johnston, IL. 0.
Guttoridge, J__-

60
41.
40
32
61
58
50

0/Driver
0/Driver
0/IDriver
0/Driver
0/Driver.
0/Driver.
0/Driver -

Conductor ..
Conductor ..

Conductor
Conductor
Truck Driver
Conductor
Conductor

(4) In each case, where drivers were
relieved of those duties-
(a) what was the age of such

driver;
(b) what was his rate of pay as

a driver;
(a) what was his rate of pay in

his alternative job?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) All drivers are kept under con-

tinual surveillance as to capa-
bility to drive.

(2) If deficienices in driving abilit)
are detected the driver is referrec
to the driving instructors foi
corrective training. In all in-
stances in the past year, retire.
mnent from driving duties ha!
been a result of medical incapa-
city. No driver has been trans.
ferred to other duties as a discip
linary measure, or as a result o:
lack of skill.
If due to medical disability or or
request, a driver is unable ti
carry on driving a passenge
service vehicle, he is usually of
fered alternative employment a:
a conductor or cleaner. In sumi
cases the driver's medical con
dition is such that he must b
retired on grounds of permanen
disability.

(3) During the past year no omnibu
drivers were tested far drivini
skill, other than new applicank
However five trolleybus driver
were voluntarily tested for abilit-
to drive omnibuses, and of thest
three were successfully traine
for omnibus duties, and two wer
failed. Those who failed con
tinued in their capacity as trot
leybus drivers, unless subse
quently failed on medical~ ex
amnination.
14 trolleybus and omnibus driver
were relieved of driving dutie
on medical grounds.

(4) Details of drivers relieved o
driving duties are as follows'.-

New
Rate Remarks

(Margin)
a. d.
48/- Relieved on own request, no

resumed as driver.
48/- Permanent disability.
48/-
48/-
48/-
46/-
48/-
48/-

Resumed driving 221/163.
Permanent disability.
Resumed driving 27/5/63.

80/-80/-_
80/-
so/-
so/-
so/-
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Former
'Name Age Designa-

tion

Rigby, J.
Warner, H. F.
I'uer, C. H._
&Icntosh, B. D.
F7aylor, J.
stokes, 0. W.

33
52
47
63
62
.52

0/Driver
0/Driver.

T/B Driver
TIE Driver
T/B Driver
T/B Driver

New Former
Designs.. Rate

tion (Mlargin)
a. d.

Conductor .... 80/-
Cleaner .... 80/-
Lay. Attend. 80/-
Conductor .... 80/-
Conductor ... 8/-
Conductor _.. SO/-

New
Rate

(Margin)
s. d.
48/-
53/-
6/6

48/-
48/-
48/-

Remarks

Resumed driving 17/3/63.
Permanent disability.
Permanent disability.

APPRENTICESHIPS
Shortage

3. Mr. PLETCHER asked the Minister
for Labour:
(1) Is he aware that there are now

more boys seeking apprenticeships
than can be absorbed by State or
private enterprise?

(2) Is he further aware that this
situation is likely to be further
aggravated by a flood of school-
leavers at the end of the present
academic year?

Training ol Apvrentices in
Architectural Division

(3) If it is conceded that the time to
meet a shortage of tradesmen is
five years before a shortage
occurs, what reason can he offer
for disturbing training opportuni-
ties in the architectural branch
(for example)-see Hansard ques-
tion on the 9th August, 1961,'wherein he replied that in 1958
when Labor was in office there
were 224 apprentices in training.
and in 1961. with the present
Government in office, there were
42 apprentices in training?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes, and for this very reason the

Government in 1960 set up a fact-
finding committee on the appren-
ticeship system in the building
trade and in 1961 set up another
fact-finding committee into the
apprenticeship system generally.
This latter committee is currently
investigating all apprenticeship
problems.

(2) Yes. This matter is receiving the
attention of the fact-finding com-
mittee.

(3) The Government has already im-
plemented the recommendation of
the fact-finding committee in the
building trades-that a special
pre-apprenticeship course be in-
stituted for the purpose of ac-
celerating the training of appren-
tices in the building industry.
With the stabilisation of the Pub-
lic Works Department day-labour
organisation, the number of

Architectural Division apprentices
has increased from 42 in 1961 to
70 in 1963.
In the overall State position the
number of apprentices has in-
creased from 5,238 at the 30th
June, 1961 to 6,197 on the 30th
June, 1963.

RAILWAY SLEEPERS
Tenders by Mills & Old, and .7. A.

House
4. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Railways:
(1) in connection with tender sche-

dule 50SA covering railway slee-
pers 8 ft. x 9 in. x 4J in., for
how many of such sleepers did
the firm of Mills & Old submit
a tender at £22 per load?

(2) In connection with tender sche-
dule 404A for the supply of rail-
way sleepers 7 ft. x 9 in. x 44 in.,
for how many of such sleepers did
J. A. House tender at £21 9s. per
load, and for how many did the
firm of Mills & Old tender at £21
10s. per load?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) 1,000 sleepers.
(2) J. A. House-20,500 sleepers.

E. H. Mills & 0. F. Old-20,000
sleepers.

PASTORAL LEASES COMMITTEE
Inquiries

5. Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister
for Lands:
(1) As the report oif the Pastoral

Leases Committee reveals that the
committee visited only 11 stations
out of a total of 123 stations in
the Kimberleys, would he advise
me what time the committee spent
at each of the 11 stations in con-
nection with its inquiries, and
what was the total time spent inI
the Kimberleys?

(2) What form of transport did the
commnittee use to inspect the sta-
tions visited?

(3) As the majority of stations visited
are of less than a million acres
each, why did the committee con-
fine its visits to these stations?
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(4) What was the committee's reason
for visiting only 11 out of 123
stations in the Kimberleys, and
what was its reason for not in-
specting more stations of a mil-
lion acres leased to absentee
owners, and particularly the Ord
River and Turner Stations which
were badly affected by soil erosion.
and had been treated by officers of
the Agricultural Department to
bring them back to their natural
state?

Mr. BOVWLL replied-
(1) The committee visited what it

considered to be a fair cross-sec-
tion of the Kimberley stations and
spent as much time at each sta-
tion as was necessary to obtain
the information it required. Times
spent have not been recorded de-
partmentally.

(2) Transport by air and road was
used for the purpose of inspec-
tion. Station vehicles of various
types were used,

(3) The stations visited included both
large and small. Six of them-
namely Mt. House. Argyle Downs,
Go Go, Gibb River, Liveringa,
Nicholson, and Mabel Downs-
comprise areas exceeding 657,000
acres.

(4) The stations visited were fairly
representative of the Kimberleys.
To remain longer for the purpose
of visiting other Stations would
have meant unnecessary duplica-
tion of evidence. Aerial inspec-
tions were made of Ord River,
Turner, and other stations.

GASCOYNE RIVER
Work Done and Money Spent on

Dam Site
6- Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) What work has been carried out

over the past twelve mouths to
find a suitable site for building a
dam on the Gascoyne River or its
tributaries?

(2) What amount of money was spent
on this work for the year ended

*the 30th June this year?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Surveys, river gauging, and gen-

- eral investigation have proceeded
on three potential sites.

(2) £15,851 was spent on this work
during the 1962-63 year.
Soil Conservation Work

7. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What work, if any, has been done

by the Soils Division of his De-
partment on soil conservation on

the Gascoyne River, and/or its
tributaries during the past twelve
months?

(2) What was the cost of such survey
or work?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) During the past 12 months a com-

mittee has been considering pas-
torel leasehold conditions. A sur-
vey of irrigable soils in the Gas-
coyne delta has been undertaker
by the C.S.I.R.O. Soils Division
whilst the Public Works Depart-
ment has been investigating pos-
sible dam sites and the salinity ol
waters of the Gascoyne River and
its tributaries. The results of all
this work are not yet available
When assessed a decision will bE
taken as to what work, if any
will be undertaken by the Soih
Division of the Department 01
Agriculture, in the area of tht
Gascoyne River and its tribu-
taries.

(2) No cost has yet been incurred b3
the Soils Division of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

TEGOS CHANNEL AT CARNARVON
Marking, and Installation of Lead

Lights
8. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister Ici

Works:
(I.) Has he received the report trots.

the manager of Harbour anc
light in respect of the marking
of Teggs Channel and the installa-
tion of lead lights?

(2) If so, what are the recommnenda-
tions of the manager of Rarboni
and Light on this matter?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The recommendation was thai

daylight markings be provided
This recommendation is receivin(
consideration.

STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Effect an State Railways

9. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister foi
Railways:
(1) In view of his recent announce-

ment that the standardisation 01
the railway line between Perth anc
Fremantle would not now be pro.
ceeded with, does this mean thai
the ultimate complete standardi-
sation of the State railway systexr
has been abandoned?

(2) If not, does the move indicate th(
elimination of the suburban rail-
way system as an ultimate goal!
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Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.

DEED OF ASSIGNMENT
Position of E. B. Neal and P. and C. Russo

10. Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Has consideration been given to

the position that obtains in re-
spect of a Deed of Assignment be-
tween E. B. Neal and P. and C.
Russo?

(2) Is it a fact that although P. and
C. Russo purchased their home at
29 Tate Street, South Perth, in
July, 1959. they have not yet been
able to obtain a Deed of Assign-
ment from the estate agent in-
volved?

(3) What are the circumstances of the
matter?

(40 What action is intended in respect
of the matter?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It is assumed that the question

refers to a property at 77 Arling-
ton Street, South Perth, rather
than 29 Tate Street, South Perth,
and it is not known whether or
not the purchasers have yet ob-
tained the appropriate deed.

(3) The circumstances as known to
the Land Agents Supervisory Com-
mittee were set out in a report
by the chairman of the Land
Agents Supervisory Committee of
the 1st March, 1963, submitted to
the Minister for Justice and made
available to the honourable mem-
ber (Mr. Orayden) by the Minis-
ter for Justice under cover of a
letter dated the 21st March, 1963.

(4) No further official action is in-
tended in respect of the matter.

TRAFFIC "STOP" SIGNS

Number in Metro politan Area

11. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) How many "Stop" signs are there

at present in the metropolitan
area?

(2) How many have been erected since
March, 1949?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1) 681.
(2) The Police Department has no

record of any "Stop" signs having
been erected Prior to 1955; the
681 were erected since that year.

TEACHERS' TRAINING COLLEGES
Sites at Albany and other Towns

12. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the Government set aside land

at Albany for the erection of a
teachers' training college, and if
so. where is the land situated?

(2) If so, what are the Government's
intentions as to the building of the
college?2

(3) In what other towns have sites
been set aside for the building of
teachers' training colleges?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Action is in hand to secure a site

in the commonage area in Albany.
(2) The Government has no intention

of erecting a teachers' college in
the near future. Obtaining land,
however, is a wise move so that
it will be available in the distant
future when required.

(3) The metropolitan area and Bun-
bury.

ERECTION OF UNIVERSITIES
Albany and Bull Creek

13. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the Government set aside land

at Albany for the erection of a
University?

(2) If so, what are the Government's
intentions 9s to the building of
such university?

(3) Has the Government made any
determinations as to the erection
of another university at Bull
Creek?

Sites in other Towns
(4) In what other towns have sites

been set aside for the building of
new universities?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Land has been reserved at Albany

for the Possible erection of a
university college.

(2) None at the present. The Govern-
ment has no intention of building
a university college in the near
future. Obtaining land, however,
is a wise move so that it will be
available in the distant future
when required.

(3) No.
(4) Bunbury.

14. This question was postponed.
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TOURIST FOLDER
Contents and Circulation

15. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:
(1) As there is a special tourist folder

being prepared to feature the
State's tourist attractions, can he
advise what towns are to be
featured in the folder other than
the City of Perth?

(2) Will the circulation of the tourist
folder extend to all States of
Australia, Commonwealth coun-
tries, and foreign countries?

Mr. NAIJDER (for Mr. Brand) re-
plied:
(1) The Western Australian Tourist

Development Authority is not at
present preparing any special
tourist folder.
The honourable member's Ques-
tion apparently relates to a special
tourist folder on Western Aus-
tralia about to be issued by the
Australian National Travel Asso-
ciation. Contents of this folder
are entirely a decision of that
association.

(2) The Australian National Travel
Association folder is intended for
overseas distribution in all coun-
tries in which Australia expects to
find a travel market.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Particulars of Audit by McLaren and

Stewart
16. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) Have the scope and Particulars of

the audit which MeLaren and
Stewart are required to do for
the Totalisator Agency Board
been defined in writing?

(2) Why does the audit of this firm
not extend to the operations in
the agencies of the board?

(3) Will he state the nature and scope
of MeLaren and Stewart's audit
of T.A.B.'s operations?

(4) Is it not an astonishing and in-
excusable state of affairs which
obliges him to admit that there
are no records available from
which to ascertain whether any
illegal bets have been made which
were winning bets, the payment
of which involved the misappro-
priation of the funds of the
board?

(5) What does he propose to do to
ensure that a complete and effec-
tive audit of the operations of the
T.A.B3. is possible In view of his
statement that he does not think
that the Auditor-General should
be authorised to exercise an over-
all check?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) No.
(2) The audit does extend to thi

agencies. However, this work I:
mainly carried out on race day.,
by five full-time inspectors anc
five part-time inspectors of thi
board in addition to the auditors

(3) No; but it is suffcient to place
the firm in a position to be ablE
to certify the final accounts amc
balance sheet.

(4) No.
(5) 1 am satisfied that there is ar

effective audit of the operatioru,
of the T.A.B. Totalisator Ageaci
Boards also operate in New Zea.
land, Victoria, and Queenslanc
and in all cases private firms o:
chartered accountants are thE
auditors.

BREAD DOUGHS
Action Against P. A. Tolcan Jar Alleged

Light Weight
17. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister fai

Labour:
Will he lay on the Table of the
House the file relating to the
attempt by the Factories anc
Shops Department to take actior
against P. A. Tolcan, of 177 South
Terrace, Fremantle, for having
alleged lighit-weight. bread doughs,
following a visit to his premises
by a factories and shops inspec-
tor or inspectors on the 12th April
1963?

Mr. WILD replied:
This file is in action between the
Factories and Shops Department
and the Crown Law and when it
becomes available for my perusal
I will give consideration to the
honourable member's request.

TV ADVERTISING COSTS
Inclusion in Sale Price of Goods

18. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Chief
Secretary:
(1) Has he any knowledge of legal

or other methods of preventing
advertising TV time and value o2
Quiz Prizes being included in the
cost Price of articles to the pub-
lic?

(2) If not, will he investigate ways
and means of providing by legis-
lation, If necessry, that .these
costs are not included in the
price structure?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSQN replied:
(1) and (2) I eam not aware of any

legal prohibitions referred to by
the honourable member, nor does
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it appear necessary to introduce
legislation with regard to the
subject matter.

PUBLIC SERVICE PROMOTIONS
Preference to Junior Civil Servants

and Outsiders
19. Mr. HAWKE asked the Premier:

(1) In how many instances in each
of the last three Years were more
senior civil servants passed over
in relation to promotions for
which they had applied and civil
servants junior to them, or ap-
plicants from outside the service,
appointed?

(2) What was the actual position for
which applications were called in
each instance, and the depart-
ment concerned?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) re-
plied:
(1) In the past three years the pro-

motions of Permanent officers
junior to others who had applied
for the respective permanent
vacancies were as under-

1960-1961 .... 129
1961-1962 .. 165

)1962-1963 .... ... 141
In the same Period, appoint-
ments made from outside the
service to permanent vacancies

* for which permanent officers -ap-

plied were-
1960-196 1
1961-1962
1962- 1963

Title; Department.
Manager, Research Station;

Agriculture.
Clerk; State Housing Commis-

sion.
Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Divisional Forest Officer; For-

ests.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Clerk Assistant; Lands and Sur-

veys.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water

Supply.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water

Supply.
Research and Assistant Person-

nel Officer; P.S.Cs. Office.
School Welfare Officer; Educa-

tion.
Chief Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Chief Clerk; Tourist Bureau.
Publicity Officer; Tourist

Bureau.
Clerk to Commissioner; Crown

Law.
Inspector: Audit.
Clerk in Charge; Metropolitan

Water Supply.
Engineer, Grade 2; Public

Works.
Engineer, Grade 2; Public

Works.
Engineer, Grade 2; Public

Works.
Senior Inspectors (2 positions);

P.S.Cs. Office.
Clerk in Charge; Lands and

Surveys.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Electoral Registrar; Electoral.
Cashier; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk of Courts; Crown Law.
Industrial Registrar; Crown

Law.
Engineer, Grade 2; Metropoli-

tan Water Supply.
Clerk; Treasury.
Private Secretary (Minister);

Premier's.
Accounting Machinist in

Charge; State Government
Insurance.

Employment Officer; P.S.Cs.
Office.

Clerk: Public Works.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Mines.
Trust Officer. Grade 2; Crown

Law.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Clerk Assistant; Lands and Sur-

veys.
Private Secretary (Minister);

Premier's.
Clerk; Audit.
Assessors. Grade 3 (2 positions);

Treasury.

... 22
26

... 31
(2) The detailed lists are as fol-

lows:-
List of Positions for which junior
applicants were selected over more
senior applicants for year ended

30th June, 1961.
Title; Department.

Senior Engineer; Public Works.
Sub-accountant; State Housing

Commission.
Clerk (Bunbury); Crown Law.
Clerk; Audit.
Clerk-Typist; Public Works.
Relieving Clerk of Courts;

Crown Law.
Engineer, Grade 1; Public

Works.
Personnel and Training Officer;

P.S.Cs. Office.
Clerk; Treasury.
Assessors (2 positions) ; Treas-

ury.
Revenue Officer; Public Works.
Inspector; Lands and Surveys.
Property Officer; Industrial

Development.
Cost and Wages Inspector; Pub-

lic Works.
Clerk Relieving;, Public Works.
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Title; Department.
Probation Officer, Prisons; Chief

Secretary's.
Clerk: Crown Law.
Clerk: Crown Law.
Supervisor; Public Works.
Clerk Assistant; Medical.
Clerk; Audit.
Examining Clerk; Crown Law.
Engineer, Grade 2; Public

Works.
Accountant: Forests.
Cashier; Crown law.
Inspector; Medical.
Second in Charge, Foods and

Drugs; Mines,
Clerk in Charge; Chief Secre-

tary's.
Registrar; Electoral.
Personnel Officer; Metropolitan

Water Supply.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water sup-

ply.
Clerk: Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Tourist Officer; Premnier's.
Senior Clerk; State Housing

Commission.
Assistant Inspector; P.S.Cs. Of-

fice.
Inspector, Grade 1; Audit.
Clerk; State Government Insur-

ance.
Clerk:, Audit.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Shipping Water Attendant;

Metropolitan Water Supply.
Assessor; Crown Law.

*Clerk; Mental Health.
Chief Clerk; Education.
Assistant Accountant; Public

* Works.
Collector: State Housing Com-

mission.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Research Officer; Labour.
Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Clerk; Chief Secretary's.
Clerk; Forests.
Clerk in Charge'. Treasury.
Clerk; Agriculture.
Clerk-Typist; State Housing

Commission.
Registrar, Perth Technical Col-

lege; Education.
Clerk; Medical.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Inspector; Treasury.
Assessor; Treasury.
Inspector; Lands and Surveys.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Clerk: Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.

* Clerk; Mines.
Clerk in Charge; State Housing

Commission.

Title; Department.
Machinist In Charge; Chief

Secretary's.
Clerk; Medical.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk; Electoral,
Clerk; Electoral.
Clerk; Audit.
Inspector; Audit.
Senior Clerk; State Housing

Commisison.
Clerk; Public Health.
Clerk (2 positions); Crown Law.
Clerk; Public Works.
Chief Clerk; Agriculture.
Clerk; Industrial Development.
Publicity Officer; Industrial De-

velopment.
Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Research Officer; Agriculture.

List of Positions for Which Junior
Applicants Were Selected Over

More Senior Applicants for Year
Ended 30th June, 1962.

Clerk; State Government In-
surance Office.

Clerk: Metropolitan Water
Supply.

Clerk; Metropolitan Water
supply.

Public Trustee; Crown Law.
Auditor, Grade 3; Local Gov-

ernment.
Clerk; State Housing Commis-

sion.
Officer-in-Charge, Insurance;

State Housing Commission.
Cleric; Premier's.
Clerk; Medical.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Tourist Officer; Premier's.
Investigations Officer; Indus-

trial Development.
Clerk; Industrial Development.

* Clerk; Crown Law.
Chief Clerk; Child Welfare.
Clerk; Audit.
Sub-Accountant; Metropolitan
* Water Supply.
Chief Clerk; Treasury.
Mining Registrar, Mines.
Assistant Registrar, Perth

Technical College; Edu-
cation.

* Clerk; Public Works.
Inspector, Factories; Labour.
Clerk -in-Charge, Records; Met-

ropolitan Water Supply.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water

supply.
Clerk; Public Health,
Secretary. Planning Authority;

Town Planning.
* Probation Officer; Child Wel-

fare.
Clerk; Child Welfare.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Valuer Public Works.
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Title: Department.
District Officer; Public Works.
Commissioner; Native Welfare.
Senior Clerk; Treasury.
Senior Architect (2 positions):

Public Works.
Deputy Under Treasurer; Treas-

*ury.
* Clerk-in-Charge, Correspon-

dence and Staff; Agricul-
ture.

Clerk; Metropolitan Water
supply.

Clerk; Public Works.
Publicity Officer; Premier's.
Research Officer. Arbitration

Court; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.

-- Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-
plly.

Clerk; State Government Insur-
ance Office.

Parliamentary Liaison Officer;
State Housing Commission.

Assistant Under Secretary; Pre-
mier's,

Trust Officer; Crown Law,
Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Agriculture.

* Clerk of Courts; Crown Law.
Clerk of Courts; Crown Law.
Senior Engineering Survey

Draftsman; Public Works.
Clerk; Chief Secretary's.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Clerk (2 positions); Audit.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Clerk; Treasury.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Typist; Public Works.
Clerk; State Government Insur-

ance office.
Research Officer; Labour.
Clerk; Labour.
Clerk; Agriculture.
Typist; Public Works.
Clerk: Agriculture.
Land and Establishment Officer;

Industrial Development.
Clerk; Public Works.
Cost and Wages Inspector; Pub-

lic Works.
Clerk: Agriculture.
Assistant Registrar; Forests.
Clerk; Local Government.
Private Secretary (Minister);

Premier's.
Inspector, Grade 3; Labour.
Inspector, Grade 3; Labour.
Relieving Clerk of Courts; Crown

Law.

Title; Department.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Assistant Manager, Research

Station; Agriculture.
Engineer-in-Charge, Drawing

Office; Public Works.
Clerk; Crown Law.
District Officer, Irrigation;

Public Works.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Recovery Clerk; Metropolitan

Water Supply.
Assistant, Correspondence Des-

patch Office; Chief Secret-
ary's.

Clerk (Kalgoorlie); Crown Law.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Clerk; State Housing Commis-

sion.
Clerk; State Housing Commis-

sion.
Clerk; Agriculture.
Sub-Accountant; Agriculture.
Commissioner of Probate Duties;

Crown Law.
Clerk; Education.
Senior Inspector; Treasury.
Budgeting Officer; Treasury.
Accountant; Treasury.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Clerk; Forests.
Sub-Accountant; Crown Law.
Senior Rent Collector; State

Housing Commission.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Advocate and Research Officer:

P.S.C's Office.
Inspector, Records; P.S.C's

office.
Senior Divisional Forestry Offi-

cer; Forests.
Expenditure Officer;, Public

Works.
Clerk (Relieving); State Gov-

ernment Insurance Office.
Probation Officer (Male) (2

positions); Child Welfare.
Clerk (Relieving); State Gov-

ernment Insurance Office.
Clerk; Education.
Clerk-in-Charge, Records; Pre-

mier's.
Clerk; Child Welfare.
District Officer (Kalgoorlie);

Child Welfare.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Senior Auditor and Inspector:,

Local Government.
Senior Engineer; Public Works.
Clerk-In-Charge, Medical Sup-

plies; Government Stores.
Clerk; Agriculture.
Registrar of Titles and Deeds;

Crown Law.
Clerk Assistant, Conveyancing;

Crown Law.
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Title; Department.
Designing Engineer; Public

Works.
Official Secretary, London

Agency; Premier's.
Clerk; Treasury.
Clerk-in-Charge (Records):

State Housing Commission.
Chemist and Research Officer.

Grade 1; Mines.
Clerk; Public Works.
Administrative Officer; Medical.
Clerk (Relieving Officer); Educa-

tion.
Clerk; Local Government.
Clerk (three positions); Audit.
Divisional Forest Officer, Grade

I; Forests.
Clerk; Mines.
Clerk; Mines.
Registrar, Building Societies;

State Housing Commission.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Clerk; Public Works.
Senior Draftsman; Lands and

Surveys.
Senior Draftsman; Lands and

Surveys.
Senior Draftsman; Lands and

Surveys.
Senior Draftsman; Lands and

Surveys.
Assistant Accountant: Treasury.
Clerk; Chief Secretary's.
Clerk: Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Assistant Public Trustee; Crown

Law.
Clerk of Industrial Court; Crown

Law.
Clerk; State Government In-

surance Office.
Clerk; Education.
Clerk; State Housing Commis-

sion.
Mail Officer. Correspondence

Despatch Office; Chief Sec-
retary's. *

Senior Draftsman; Mines.
Inspector, Grade 1; Public

Health.
Secretary, Nurses Registration

Hoard; Public Health.
Tourist Officer (Sydney); Tour-

ist Development Authority.
Tourist Officer: Tourist Develop-

merit Authority.
Senior Clerk: Tourist Develop-

ment Authority.
List of Positions for which Junior
Applicants were Selected over
more Senior Applicants for Year

ended 30th June, 1983.
Title; Department.

District Architect (three posi-
tions); Public Works.

Cashier; State Housing Com-
mission.

Clerk; Public Works.

Title; Department.
Assistant Cashier; Publi

Works.,
Clerk-In-Charge; Police.
Engineer; Public Works.
Valuer; Public Works.
Contract Clerk; Public Works
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; State Housing Commis

sion.
Assistant Inspector; Fisheries.
Chief Clerk; Treasury.
Trust Officer, Grade 3; Crowi

Law.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk; Forests.
Clerk; Public Works.
Engineer, Grade 1; Metropoli.

tan Water Supply.
Senior Inspector; P.S.C.'s Office
Senior Inspector; P.S.C.'s Office
Principal Assistant; Public

Works.
Principal Assistant; Public

Works.
Senior Draftsman; Lands and

Surveys.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Relieving Mining Registrar;

Mines.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk (Relieving); Lands and

Surveys.
Cashier; Police.
Clerk-in-Charge; Medical.
Clerk; State Housing Commis-

sion.
Clerk; Police.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Sub-Accountant; Metropolitan

Waer Sup ply.
Clerk-in-Charge; Lands and

Surveys.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk-in-Charge; State Housing

Commission.
Assessor, Grade 2, Treasury.
Private Secretary; Premier's.
Institution Officer; Child Wel-

fare.
Assistant Administrative officer;

Agriculture.
Clerk; Medical.
Clerk-in-Charge, Registration

and Deeds; Lands and Sur-
veys.

Chief Trust Officer; Crown Law.
Inspector; Crown Law.
Clerk; Education.
Clerk; Mines.
Clerk (Relieving); State Gov-

ernment Insurance Office.
Technical Officer, Grade I;

Fisheries.
Chief Clerk; Public Health.
Clerk; Chief Secretary's.
Assistant Under Secretary;

Lands and Surveys,
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Title; Department.
Clerk; State Government In-

surance Office.
Investigating Architect; Public

Works.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Under Secretary; Metropolitan

Water Supply.
Assistant Under Secretary;

Metropolitan Water Supply.
Clerk-in-Charge; Public Works.
Inspector; Medical.
Clerk-Typist; Mines.
Clerk; Chief Secretary's.
Clerk; Treasury.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk of Courts; Crown Law.
Senior Clerk, Schedules; Treas-

ury.
Assessor, Grade 4; Crown Law.
Inspector, Grade 1; Audit.
Clerk; Agriculture.
Clerk; State Housing Commis-

sion.
Clerk; State Housing Gommnis-

sion.
Architect, Grade 2; Public

Works.
Architect, Grade 2; Public

Works.
Clerk (two positions); Audit.
Clerk (Relieving); Agriculture.
Clerk; Local Government.
Assistant Superintendent of

Machinery; Public Works.
Clerk-in-Charge. Expenditure;

Public Works.
Senior Engineer: Public Works.
Senior Engineer; Public Works.
Senior Engineer; Public Works.
Senior Engineer; Public Works.
Clerk (Salaries); Agriculture.
Clerk:, Agriculture.
Superintendent, Karnet; Chief

Secretary's.
Inspector, Grade 2; Public

Health.
Clerk; State Governmnent In-

surance Office.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Senior Clerk, Conveyanclng;

Crown Law.
Clerk-in-Charge and Assistant

Registrar: Crown Law.
Clerk; Public Works.
Registrar, Teachers' College;

Education.
Clerk: Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Clerk; Treasury.
Welfare Inspector; Native Wel-

fare.
Administrative Officer, Archi-

tectural;' Public Works.
Clerk;, Lands and Surveys.
Field Technician, Grade 3:

Agriculture.

Title; Department.
Clerk; Treasury.
Accountant; Metropolitan Water

Supply.
Clerk; Metropolitan Water Sup-

ply.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk (2 positions); Education.
Assistant Manager, Research

Station; Agriculture.
Clerk; Education.
Clerk (Relieving); Crown Law.
District Architect (North);

Public Works.
Clerk (Salaries and Staff),

Treasury.
Senior Engineering Survey

Draftsman; Public Works.
Auditor and Inspector. Grade 3;

Local Government.
Administrative Assistant:

Lands and Surveys.
Technical Officer, Grade 2;

Fisheries.
Special Magistrate; Child Wel-

fare.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Chief Clerk; Agriculture.
Accountant; Public Works.
Clerk: Crown Law.
Clerk; Education.
Principal Assistant; Metropoli-

tan Water Supply.
Clerk; Lands and Surveys.
Clerk; Public Works.
Private Secretary (Minister);

Premier's.
Typist; Agriculture.
Clerk; Child Welfare.
Clerk; Crown Law.
Clerk -in-Charge, Accounts;

Native Welf are.
Designing Engineer; Public

Works.
Clerk; Public Works.
Clerk Assistant, Registration

and Deeds; Lands and Sur-
veys.

Clerk; Treasury.
Engineer, Grade 1; Public

Works.
Engineer, Grade 1; Public

Works.
Engineer, Grade 1; Public

Works.
Clerk of Local Court; Crown

Law.
Relieving Clerk of Courts;

Crown Law.
Clerk; Medical.
Engineer, Grade 1: Metropoli-

tan Water Supply.

List Of Positions for which appli-
cants from outside the service
were appointed over permanent
officers for year ended 30th June.

1961.
T'itle: Department.

Laboratory Assistant; Agricul-
ture.
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Title; Department.
Warden; Lands and Surveys.
Senior Planning Officer; Town

Planning.
Planning Officers (3 positions);

Town Plannmng.
Deputy Government Geologist;

Mines.
Inspector: Labour.
Engineering Chemist; Mines.
Inspector; Mines.
Inspector; Mines.
Inspector; Metropolitan Water

supply,
field Technician; Agriculture.
Assistant District officer;, Pub-

lic Works.
Publicity Officer; Agriculture.
Laboratory Assistant; Agricul-

ture.
'Field Technician; Agriculture.
Estimator; Public Works.
Laboratory Assistant; Agricul-

ture.
Photographer; Government

Printing Office.
Laboratory Assistant (Male);

Mines.
Instructor; Agriculture.

List of positions for which appli-
cants from outside the service
were appointed over permanent
officers for year ended 30th June,

1962.
Title;, Department.

Deputy Government Geologist;
Mines.

Field Assistant; Agriculture.
District Officer; Public Works.
Inspector, Horticulture; Agri-

culture.
Hydrographic Assistant. Grade

3 (2 positions); Public
Works.

Field Superintendent; Lands and
Surveys.

Inspector; Public Works.
Warden; Lands and Surveys.
Welfare Officer (Female); Child

Welfare.
Welfare Officer (Female); Child

Welfare.
Probation Officer (Female);

Child Welfare.
Welfare Inspector; Native Wel-

fare.
Laboratory Assistant; Agricul-

ture.
Clerk-Typist; Mental Health.
Inspector, Grade 2; Police.
Geologist, Grade 1; Mines.
Animal Husbandry Adviser;
* Agriculture.

Laboratory Assistant; Mines.
Assistant (Instrument Techni-

cian),; Chief Secretary's.
District Officer; Public Works.
Core Librarian; Mines.
Laboratory Assistant (Male);

Mines.

Title; Department
Welfare Officer (Female); Child

Welfare.
Welfare Inspector (Male);

Native Welfare.
Draftsman; Mines.

List of positions for which appli-
cants from outside the service were
appointed over Permanent Officers
for year ended 30th June, 1963.

Title; Department.
Senior Architect; Public Works.
Architect, Grade 1;, Public

Works.
Principal Assistant (Design);

Public Works.
Field Assistant; Agriculture.,
Chemical Engineer; Mines.
Field Assistant; Agriculture.
Farm Manager, Karnet; Chief

Secretary's.
Laboratory Technician, Grade 3;

Public Works.
Director; Mental Health.
General Assistant; Public Works.
Engineering Assistant, Grade 2;

Public Works,
Inspector, Grade 3; Agriculture.
Chief Hydro-Geologist; Mines.
Mechanical Inspector; Public

Works.
Economic Research Officer; In-

dustrial Development.
Adviser, Grade 3; Agriculture.
Library Assistant- in-Cha rge;

Mines.
Laboratory Assistant; Agricul-

tare.
Laboratory Technician, Grade 3;

Mines.
Manager, Research Station;

Agriculture.
Senior Lecturer, Muresk; Agri-

culture.
Assistant District Officer; Public

Works.
Mental Health Officer; Public

Health.
Librarian and Stores Officer;

Mines.
Technical Assistant; Lands and

Surveys.
Estimator; Public Works.
Technical Assistant; Public

Works.
Assistant to District Welfare

Officer (Eastern); Native
Welfare.

Assistant 'Under Treasurer;
Treasury.

Welfare Inspector; Native Wel-
fare.

Typist (Minister); Mines.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

FLUORIDATION OF WATER
Purchase o/ Equipment

1. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Health:

Will he lay at rest, by confirming
or denying, the persistent rumn-
ours that the Government has
already purchased the equipment
to fluoridate metropolitan water
supplies?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
I would like, firstly, to thank the
honourable member for having-
given me notice of this question.
There is no need for me to cheek
this matter, as the Government
has not authorised the purchase
of any fluoridation equipment.
The answer, therefore, is "No".

ELECTORAL ADVERTISEMENT
Investigations as to Contravention of

Act
2. Mr. COURT (Minister for Industrial

Development): Yesterday the
member for Perth asked me to
follow up a question and see
whether investigations had been
completed on a case in connec-
tion with the Electoral Act. I
referred the matter to the Min-
ister for Justice who has advised
that the Chief Electoral Officer
has referred the matter to the
Commissioner or Police for in-
vestigation.

MIDLAND RAILWAY COMPANY
Cost of Takeover by Government

3. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Railways:

In view of the now-stated inten-
tion of the Government to take
over the Midland Railway Com-
pany in this State, is it not a
fact that the actual cost of the
company to the Government will
be more in the vicinity of
£3,000,000 than the £700,000-odd
as stated in this morning's Press?

Mr. COURT replied:
I would prefer not to go into
this matter in any detail with-
out a properly prepared case. The
whole of the purchase transaction
has to be submitted to Parlia-
ment for ratification after the
stockholders of the company have

* themselves considered the proposi-
tion which will be placed before
them by the directors of their
company. It is a very involved
transaction, and I think it is
sufficient and desirable that we

should wait until the whole mat-
ter is placed before Parliament,
at which time a copy of the re-
port of the departmental officers
will be tabled in Parliament set-
ting out the whole of their in-
vestigations. in respect of both
assets and liabilities.

Details of Takeover Agreement
4. Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for

Railways:
Will he not agree that the people
of Western Australia should know
as much about the details of the
takeover agreement between the
Midland Railway Company and
the Government of Western Aus-
traia, as the stockholders of the
company who reside in London?

Mr. COURT replied:
The answer is "Yes-very defi-
nitely "Yes"; and, in fact, Par-
liament in Western Australia will
be told much more than the
stockholders of the Midland Rail-
way Company when the whole of
the case is Presented to Parlia -
ment. There will be a detailed
report from departmental officers,
from Crown Law, Treasury, and
Railways, who investigated the
matter and who advised the Gov-
ernment. This report will not be
available to the Midland Railway
stockholders, and neither will a
copy of the agreement be avail-
able to them at this iuncture.

HOUSING OF TEACHERS
Government's Intention

5. Mr. TONKIN asked the Deputy Pre-
mier:

Does his refusal to meet a depu-
tation from the Teachers' Union
on the question of teachers' hous-
ing mean that the Government is
determined to make a decision re-
gardless of the views of the
teachers?

Mr. NALER replied:
No.

WV. THOMAS & CO. LTD.
Takeover Proposals

6. Mr. CORNELL asked the Deputy Pre-
mier:,

With reference to the takeover
Proposals named by W. Thomas
and Company Limited, as reported
in yesterday's issue of The West
Australian, can lie inform the
House the name of the company
which mnade the offer referred to
and the country of origin of such
company?
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Mr. NALDER replied;
I thank the honourable member
for having given me prior notice
of his question, No document has
been flied with the Companies
Office and the Registrar of Com-
panies has no knowledge of the
transaction referred to.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: TENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 27th August.
on the following motion by Mr. Mitchell:-

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Lieuten-

*ant-Governor and Administrator in
reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:-

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-

* tive Assembly of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for

* the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

IAUI. BRADY (Swan) [4.50 p.m.]: In
speaking on the Address-in-Reply debate
this year I feel that to some extent, as
the member for Swan, I am reverting to
the position I was in some nine or 10 years
ago when I used to say that I represented
a Cinderella electorate. Because of all the
disabilities and the disadvantages suf-
fered by the People in the Swan elec-
torate at the moment I believe that once
again I will have to don the mantle of the
member representing the Cinderella elec-
torate.

However, before I start to talk about the
disabilities being suffered by my constitu-
ents, and in the hope that I will be able
to have the ear of all Ministers, I think
I should mention something about those
members who are no longer with us. I
want to join with others in the House who
have expressed regret at the demise of
Sir Ross McLarty. Mr. Bert Simpson,
M.L.C., and my two Labor colleagues. Mr.
Evan Davies, M.L.C. and Mr. Bill Hall,
M.L.C. They were all men for whom i
had a high regard, particularly Sir Ross
MeLarty, whom I met in 1948 when I first
came into this Chamber. He was Premier
at the time and I always found him to be
an easy man to deal with; and he was a
perfect gentleman.

Although Mr. Bert Simpson was a mem-
ber of the Legislative Council, and repre-
sented the Midland Province, he lived in
my electorate in the Bassendean area; and
at no stage did I ever find him using his
residence in my electorate as an excuse for
party-political organising. We were both
patrons of a number of sporting organisa-
tions and knew each other quite well. I

join with other members in expressing myv
regret at the passing of all these gentle-
men.

As members know, the metropolitan
area is expanding, and the eastern suburbs
in particular are expanding rapidly. But
there is in my area a district which is
being held back because of disabilities
which in my view could be minimised by
the Government, through its various de-
partments, if it wanted to do something
about the matter. I refer to the Bassen-
dean district. For a considerable time now
a big part of Bassendean has been under
water and in my opinion this is a. grave
reflection on the Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply, Sewerage and Drainage Department.
Over a period of approximately 50 years
Bassendean has been built up as a shire
area, but in recent months some of the
streets have had as much as three feet of
water in them, and I would be wanting
in my duty as the member for the district
if I did not draw the Minister's attention
to these serious disabilities.

In Troy Street, a street which has been
made for 25 years at least, there has been
three feet of water even after four or five
days of dry weather. On the corner of
Mary Street, Eden Hill, a new residence
worth about £3,000 has been built, but the
owners are not allowed to move in. A
new residence, built in the heart of Eden
Hill, within two minutes distance of the
school, one minute from Walter Road, and
five minutes from the Bassendean station,
has to be left empty because of flood water.

On the north side water is lying all
over the place; and although I could speak
at great length on this matter I will not
do so, but simply ask the Minister to get
his officers to have a look at the area
concerned to see if there can be some co-
operation, co-ordination, or liaison between
the Government departments to help this
struggling area to make headway. No-
body will think of living in an area if there
is a risk of being flooded out every few
years.

The suburbs will have to extend to the
east and north because most of the areas
on the west side have been built up, and
the industrial establishments, and the resi-
dences that follow them, will have to be
built in the eastern section. As one travels
through Morley Park, Hampton Park,
Benara Road, Beechboro Road, and the
pine plantations, one can see flooding
everywhere. I am convinced that if there
were more co-operation between Govern-
ment departments this state of affairs
would not exist. Therefore I hope that
the Public Works Department, the Main
Roads Department, and the Drainage
Department can get together to see what
they can do to solve the problem.

I understand the Drainage Department
is pressing the Bassenidean Shire Council
to find some thousands of poiunds to help
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implement a scheme. However, there Is
a lot of drainage work going on in the
metropolitan area, and in other parts of
the State at the moment, where similar
contributions are not being exacted from
the local shire councils.

This lack of drainage is holding back
the progress of Bassendean: and I hope the
Minister will give us some idea of what it
is anticipated will be done in the eastern
suburbs to relieve the People of this flood-
ing which has been taking place for
many years, but which appears to be even
'worse this year than it has been for the
last 10 or 15 years.

I now wish to refer to the regional plan
which is lying on the Table of the House.
I understand that at the end of 23 sitting
days of Parliament, which will be about
the 26th September, unless the plan has
not been accepted by Parliament it will
become law. I know a number of copies
have been distributed throughout the met-
ropolitan area, but in my view there will
be a lot of heartburning when it does
become law.

I do not think the majority of residents
in the metropolitan area realise the signi-
ficance of the plan. Already, in my own
electorate, I know of cases where people
were unaware that main roads were to be
built through their properties. They knew
nothing about it. Only yesterday morning
I found a business man going down to
the Midland Junction Town Council to dis-
cuss his problem. I have heard of three
people in Midland Junction who could
have sold their properties at a fairly good
price, but when the potential buyers found
that a main regional road was to be built
through the properties they would not
buy. The Town Planning Board said that
the new owners would have to set their
new premises back 20 feet from the exist-
ing building alignment.

What I am saying about Midland Junc-
tion will largely be the pattern through-
out the eastern suburbs. I know the Guild-
ford Grammar School council is most con-
cerned that a main road is to go through
the heart of its Property, despite the fact
that for the last 15 to 20 years it has been
promised that this would not be done.
That school has about 750 students and
approximately two-thirds of them are
boarding. The plan for the building of a
main road in that instance is causing
great worry to the members of the school
council.

it is quite remarkable, and amazing,
that in a distance of about one mile on
this main road there are no fewer than
seven or eight turns, including right-angle
turns which the vehicular traffic has to
negotiate when going through and subse-
quent to the school property. I do not
suppose that in the entire 1,000,000 square
miles of Western Australia there is another

main road going through a property which
has seven or eight right-angle and other
turns within a radius of a mile.

That led me to ask a question early
this week as to whether shire councils
and other interested bodies would be given
the opportunity to suggest amendments
to the Act. I asked this question because
I feel there would be a grave injustice
done to the Guildford Grammar School
committee if that road were allowed to
continue as a main road through the pro-
perty in question. There are about three
alternatives that could be considered; and
I feel the Main Roads Department, or per-
haps the Minister for Town Planning, or
the Minister for Works, should take the
initiative to help these people in their
difficulty.

My own feeling, as member for the dis-
trict-and I think I am entitled to have
some feeling in the matter-is that the
main road whenh now goes through the
Guildford Grammar School property
should continue along the railway line
through to Guildford, and then over the
bridge alongside the line. I have heard
it said that the Commissioner of Main
Roads does not favour such a course, be-
cause he does not believe in main roads
running contiguous to railway lines. BE
that as it may, the main road In my elec-
torate from East Guildford to Midland
Junction runs alongside the railway line;
apart from which the officers of the com-
mission are planning for a main road
to run contiguous to the railway line froff
Bassendean to B3ayswater. That being so
how can the commissioner reconcile hi,,
views about not being in favour of road,
running contiguous to railway lines?

I felt I should mention this matter be-
cause not only is the Guildford Grammaj
School committee concerned about it, bul
other residents in Swan Street are alsu
perturbed. They say that when the vari.
ous vehicles are loaded-whether they bo
light or heavy loads-they constitute
danger to children who happen to be go.
ing to and fro. I led a deputation Iron
the residents in Swan Street to the Min
ister for Police in connection with a camn
plaint that when these heavy vehicles tak'
the various corners they are apt to los,
their load, thus endangering the lives 0
children and others.

Those are only a few instances of peopl.
whose properties are going to be bisectec
The property of the Guildford Oramma
School is going to be bisected, as also ar
the properties of other residents in Guild
ford. These people are already experiencin
difficulty with the main road. There wi:
be many alterations to the plan: and
was pleased to have an assurance froc
the Minister that this was not to be th
final plan. Alterations will have to be madi
because we must have regard for flu
interests of these and other people.
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At the moment we have about a dozen
institutions being established in Guildford
-either by design or chance-and I would
like to know whether the people who are
doing the planning have any regard for
the Slow Learning Children's Group.
There are two homes for slow learning
children. Apart from this there is Casson
House for those who are recovering from
mental disorders; there is St. Vincent's
Home for the old People, together with
Penrose which also provides for the old
people. Then, again, on the outskirts
there is Nulsen Haven.

Those institutions are being built up,
and when main roads are being planned
through such areas something should be
done to divert the considerable and heavy
traffic which, of course, will increase in
the years to come. The number of vehicles
on the road at the moment will certainly
be stepped up In the not very distant
future, and consequently the people liv-
ing in the area will find that their lives
will not be worth living. The staff of the
school will be at their wits' end to know
how to get their charges across the road.

Not only will this affect the children,
but it will also Prove a hardship and
danger to the old people. I have often
seen children from the Nathaniel Harper
Home waiting five or 10 minutes to cross
the road. When the traffic department is
asked to establish a Pedestrian crossing,
the reply generally given is that there
has not been the traffic-pedestrian conflict
to warrant it. I felt it my duty to spend
a few minutes on the metropolitan region
plan in the hope that members will know
what Is entailed when the measure goes
through the House in due course.

While on the matter of old people, I
would urge the Minister for Health to
give some consideration to the building
of an aged people's home in the eastern
suburbs. I mentioned this matter in the
House last year. I am mentioning it
again because I find that some of the
old people in my electorate are living
under the most appalling conditions. They
are living in homes which, In my opinion.
should be condemned. They continue to
live there, however, rather than seek entry
into the Sunset Home or the Mt. Henry
Home, because they wish to remain in
the area in which they have lived for 40
or 50 years. Apart from this, they want
to be near their families and their old
friends so as to avoid their having to
travel backwards and forwards to visit
them.

The Minister has available to him one
of the best sites in the metropolitan area
on which to build an old women's and
old men's home. This site Is right along-
side that on which he is now building a
new hospital at Middle Swan. All the
necessary facilities are available there.
There are laundry facilities, kitchen fac-
ilities, plant and equipment; there are

transport facilities and electric light facili-
ties, and roads are already in existence--
in fact Where is everything perhaps, except
the actual building in which to house
these old people.

The eastern suburbs are being built
up at a tremendous rate. When the case
for a hospital was being put at the pub-
lic meeting that was held, the opinion
was expressed that there would be be-
tween 25,000 to 30,000 People in the area
who would avail themselves of the fac-
ilities provided by such a hospital. I
would say that In the next 10 years there
would be between 30,000 to 50,000 people
in the area; and if we take a small per-
centage of them-say, 5 or 6 per cent.-
that in itself would warrant an aged
men's and aged women's home being
established in the area.

I now want to touch on the question of
natives. Other members have spoken on
the welfare of natives; and I would like
to congratulate the member for Murray,
and the member for Bayswater, for the
views they expressed. These unfortunate
native people need a reserve in the
metropolitan area. There is, of course.
the camp at Allawah Grove which the
natives visit: but they are not allowed to
live in that area unless they have per-
mission from the administrative com-
mittee. The time is overdue for a reserve
to be set aside for these People in the
metropolitan area, so that natives coming
to the city from the country will have
somewhere to go.

I might be asked what I did when I
was Minister for Native Welfare. When
I discovered that the problem existed, I
sought the authority of my Government
to purchase a property at Heechboro, in
the hope the homes would be built there.
I heard recently that the Government had
sold that property of five or six acres:
and I was very pleased to receive a reply
from the Minister, to a question I asked,
that the property had not been sold.
As I have said, the time is long overdue
for further accommodation to be built
for the native people who visit the city
from the outback of Western Australia.

AS members know, natives have con-
siderable difficulty in getting into resi-
dentlals. The hotels do not want them,
the boarding-houses do not want them, and
they are unable to rent flats. I have had
the experience in Ray Street of natives
walking up to me-a complete stranger
to them-and asking where they could
get a bed for the night. This question
was Probably also asked of the Police
Department and other authorities.

I visited Allawah Grove last week, and
there is no doubt that these people ex-
perience a great disability in that area.
That locality is under the administration
of a committee in Perth. An officer in
Perth has control over the people in the
village. Once they pay rent they may
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have as many domestic upsets as they
wish. If the poliee happen to be called
in, they adopt the attitude that they are
not going to interfere because it is, after
all, a domestic upset to which they have
been called.

A pilot plan should be Initiated to bring
these people from their nomadic state.
through the Allawab Grove settlement,
into better-type homes where they can
ultimately settle down. When the Labor
Government was in office, the Minister
for Housing at the time (Mr. Graham)
arranged to build a number of these
houses: and the Governor (Sir Charles
Gairduer) paid a visit to some of the
people occupying them. He was very
pleasantly surprised, as were others, at
the very high standard which the native
people maintained. Unfortunately, one or
two of the families tell by the wayside,
and they had to be replaced.

A few weeks ago I asked the Minister
if he were aware that a. house in Eden
Hill had lain vacant for seven months,
while natives were seeking housing accom-modation in the city. I received a reply
that the Government was going to have
this house renovated with a view to letting
it to other people. The Minister should
have a good look at the position, because
if these houses were initially built for
natives they should be allowed to rent
them now. I want to say with emphasis
that the certificate of title to this property
was actually held by native people. When
I was member for the district I handled
the certificate of title. Accordingly, I feel
that once title deeds have been owned by
natives-even though the Government may
have purchased the property back from
them-the rights of those natives should
be considered, not only as past owners of
the property, but also as descendants of
people who first populated this State.

only this week I received a letter-af ter
five or six months-from a native woman
named Mrs. Wallam, thanking me for get-
ting her a house. This woman has a
daughter whose health was not the best.
She had to leave the house in which she
was living in Midvale because the owner
wanted it. She tramped the city for
months looking for accommodation, and
she was at my house only the other week.
I wrote to the department, without very
much hope of anything being done for
her, and I was very pleased to receive a
letter from her. I have it here in MY Pos-
session, and it reads as follows:-

146 West Road,
Bassendean.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Brady,
I thank you ever so much in help-

ing me finding a home. I am ever so
grateful and I cannot thank you
enough for Your help, Mr. and Mrs.
Brady.

Closing with big respect from Loma
and Mum.

Thanking you ever so much,
Mrs. G. Wallam.

This was written by a woman who had a
sick daughter, and who was compelled to
trapse over the metropolitan area for four
or five months seeking accommodation;,
to live with one relative and another; and
to be kicked out by them because they
were already overcrowded.

These people should not have to suffer
such indignities, and they should be pro-
vided with shelter in a recognised centre,
the same as is provided for the other
people in the community. I hope the Min-
ister will give due regard to the question
of providing houses for natives.

I also ask the Minister for Native Wel-
fare to give regard to the need for training
natives in welfare activity. This morning
I received a mission Paper published by
the Sacred Heart Mission in Darwin, This
shows that the Sisters of that order are
teaching four young men in the area to
become cooks. If natives in Darwin can
be trained for this vocation, so can those
in the metropolitan area. I Just heard
one honourable member laugh. I do not
know whether he meant to be derisive, but
I want to point out that our native popu-
lation is just as capable of assimilating
knowledge and education as the honourable
member who laughed. Let us not forget
that among our native population we find
double-certificated nurses, native welfare
officers, and school teachers.

I urge the Minister to take steps to help
the unemployed natives living in the Alla-
wah Grove area, Particularly the youths.
by giving them training in trades; that is
.something to which they are entitled. if
they are not entitled to such training as
descendants of the original inhabitants of
this country, then they are entitled to It
through the charity of the rest of the com-
munity.

I now refer to the Aberdeen system
of police patrol, and on this subject I
asked the Minister for Police a question
the other evening. After making inquiries
he said there was such a system of polle
patrol. I would like to see it instituted
in the metropolitan area because, unfor-
tunately, responsible members of the Police
Florce have stated In the newspapers that
some police stations are not manned after
2 a'm' Such a practice tends to invite
the no-hopers in the community, and
people with criminal intent, to carry on
criminal activities in districts where the
police stations are not manned. if we
adopted the Aberdeen system there could
be a reduction in the amount of thieving
that is going on in the metropolitan area.

I heard of two places in the metro-
politan area, where thefts took place last
week; namely, North Perth and Midland
Junction. In those cases petrol was stolen
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from motor vehicles in the main streets.
I believe the same thing goes on in other
parts of the metropolitan area, and that
is not the only type of theft. If the
Aberdeen system were put into operation
there would be a reduction in the number
of crimes which are perpetrated.

In my view all police stations should
be prominently lit at night. At present
in some suburbs people cannot find the
police stations at night, yet they are ex-
pected to feel safe. The failure to light
up police stations to enable people to find
them at night has a psychological effect
on people who need Police Protection;
similarly, it has a psychological effect on
the criminal, because if a police station
is lit he will most likely not operate in that
area.

In conjunction with the lighting up of
police stations at night, the public should
also be provided with a means of com-
munication with the Central Police Sta-
tion in the City. Thus, when people went
to police stations in the suburbs and found
no officer in attendance, they could con-
tact the Central Police Station,

Mr. Craig: They can do that now by
ringing the number 000.

Mr. BRADY: I am aware of that; but
most people prefer to go to the police sta-
tion, and they should be provided with
some system of direct communication there.
When I ceased to be the Minister for Police
I had occasion to call at a police station
during the night to report an accident,
but could not find the local police officer.
in police stations which close at
9 p.m. and 2 am., some avenue of direct
communication to the Central Police Sta-
tion in Perth should be Provided in order
to give people confidence in the avail-
ability of police protection.

I now refer to the question of university
training for police officers. This matter
was referred to by the member for Vic-
toria Park when he asked a series of qlues-
tions of the Minister for Police recently
about the appointment of university
graduates to the Police Force, and about
the setting up of a Chair of Criminology
in the University. I realise that the Gov-
ernment faces difficulties in this respect,
but we should remember that we are
entering an age when Western Australia
has to step up its training of police officers.

Here we have a State of 1,000,000 square
miles to administer, in which there are
same parts consisting of hundreds of
thousands of square miles without any
police officers. With vast areas without
police protection, with large numbers of
back tracks, and with fast transport by
aeroplane and motor vehicle, there is little
to prevent people bent on criminal intent
from carrying on their activities; and for
that reason the training of police officers
should be improved. The time is overdue

when the various States of Australia
should establish a training Centre for the
purpose of bringing Police officers up to
date in scientific aids and methods of
detection.

Last week I heard about a police station
where the officers were told to use bicycles
on Patrols, instead of motor vehicles. I
understand that bicycles have been in use
by the police in Kalgoorlie for some years.
I would like to point out that police
officers on patrol in vehicles are in radio
communication with the Central Police
Station, but officers on Patrol on bicycles
have not such means; but they can have
it without much difficulty.

I can give a classical example Of one
means of communication, because I have
before me a pocket radio about 3 in. by
2 in. in size, and I can tune into any
radio station in the metropolitan area. If
I can do that in this House, so can a
Policeman on a bicycle, on a motorcycle
or in a motor vehicle. The Police officers
should be brought up to date on all these
attributes, which science is making avail-
able. Here is this tiny radio on which I
can tune into every broadcasting station
in the metropolitan area; as a matter of
fact, I did that in the House last evening
to test the radio. If the average person
in the street can carry a radio to receive
messages, surely every Police officer should
be able to do the same, whether he be in
Plain clothes or in uniform.

Mr. Graham: You will have the police-
men doing the twist!

Mr. BRADY: They may do that; but
they may have to do more than the twist
if they are not provided with radios when
they are on Patrol. The sooner we bring
the Police Force up to date in these mat-
ters. the sooner will the taxpayers and
their families feel Safe. At the moment
I think it can be said honestly that the
Public do not feel secure. I am not criti-
cising the Minister for Police, because it
is not his fault. I am only trying to make
constructive suggestions, so that the in-
adequacies of the Police Force may be
given some attention.

Personally, I cannot recommend too
highly the suggestions Put forward by the
brother of the victim in a recent murder
case, the brother Of Miss McLeod. He
expressed the view that rather than appre-
hend the criminal after the crime has
been Perpetrated, steps should be taken to
Prevent the crime from taking place, and
inquiries should be made as to the reason
for People becoming criminals.

All that brings me to another theme,
and I tie up these remarks with the re-
marks I made regarding the Police Force.
Before bringing up the subject I apolo-
gise to members in this House if, in men-
tioning it, I fail to deal with it properly.
If I should offend the susceptibilities or
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the views of members I hope they will
pardon me. and will show me later where
my reasoning is wrong.

I link my remarks on the Police Force,
and on the need to prevent crime, with
the correspondence which has appeared
in the newspapers in recent months re-
garding the great handicap of clergymen
when they conduct religious instruction i .n
secondary and high schools. All members
of Parliament who make the laws of this
State should pay due regard to that cor-
respondence. Ministers of religion are ex-
pected to give religious instruction to 200
boys and girls in various schools,
These children are of all grades and ages.
I ask the Minister for Education to give
serious consideration to this aspect of edu-
cation.

Personally I have always felt that, basic-
ally, the laws of our land are based on the
Ten Commandments-the first laws we had
as Christians. I may be entirely wrong In
my view, and I excuse myself by saying
that I may not have the knowledge or
know-how to deal with this matter. I
may come into conflict with the intellec-
tual giants of this State when I say that
the training of our school children in re-
ligious instruction is of very great import.

It is significant that in the last week or
two, in the midst of the controversy about
support for independent schools, and about
bad systems of training at our high schools,
the Jewish community in Perth saw fit to
open another independent school, and the
first thing they had on the blackboard was
training in their particular type of religion.

I believe that unless we take this Prob-
lem by the headlock-I suppose we could
call it-and try to grapple with the short-
comings in religious instruction in the
schools, we will face grave difficulties in
Western Australia. These are already be-
jag faced by the Police Force and the
Police Department. I read in the Paper
recently that nine young people all under
the age of 21 were committed to F'remantle
gaol. I cannot help feeling that is a re-
flection on our way of life. Only last night
the member for Harvey pointed out diffi-
culties experienced with high school child-
ren returning home from school on buses.

It is very serious that Ministers of re-
ligion should be forced to train big classes
and should have only half an hour a week
in which to do it. In addition, when a
public holiday falls on the day on which
the religious instruction is given, none is
received for that week. It appears to me
that we are getting more religious train-
ing in this Parliament than some Of the
1,600 to 1,700 high school pupils are receiv-
ing.

Mr. Lewis: How do you think inde-
pendent schools get on in that respect?

Mr. BRADY: I do not know. I suppose
they have difficulties. But I do not want
to raise the question of independent
schools because I know they have their

reasons for operating, and I also know
that children of all denominations attend
the various State schools. However, the
fact remains that papers have been full
of letters by people complaining about
the disabilities experienced by the religious
organisations when trying to give children
basic religious training.

Mr. Lewis: Would you say that children
in the State high schools are any less well-
behaved than the others?

Mr. BRADY: To my knowledge they are
not. As a matter of fact, I cannot help
feeling that the children who attend the
Governor Stirling High School in my area
have an excellent headmaster. He made
improvements almost from the day he put
his foot in Midland Junction, and the
children at the high school are a credit
to him.

I have here an article which I was
rather loth to read; but as it seems it
would have a bearing on the Minister's
remarks, I will quote the first portion of
it as follows-

Churchman Blames the Parents
The director of education for the

Roman Catholic diocese of Sunbury,
Dr. D. R. Adderley, yesterday blamed
"religiously illiterate" parents for the
failure of religious instruction in high
schools.

He went on to cover the theme, and it
appears that he believes that basically
even parents are not in a position to train
their children in religion. If the child-
ren are not receiving proper religious in-
struction in the schools or in the home.
then we are sowing the wind now and
will reap the whirlwind later on.

That brings me to another point. A
few weeks ago I received from a lady a
letter dealing with an article which ap-
peared in the Sunday Times-the family
paper. I want members to remember that.
This letter reads as follows:-

Dear Mr. Brady,
Further to our telephone conversa-

tion, I wish to make the following
complaints re the Christine Keeler
article in last Sunday's issue of "The
Sunday Times."

Firstly this paper is advertised as a
family newspaper and there is no other
newspaper printed on that day in this
State, yet it is permitted to produce
an article which had no news value
as far as the Ward or Profumo cases
are concerned. It is an article of pure,
unadulterated filth that has a much
wider reading public than books of a
far milder nature which are banned
under our censorship laws.

I have a family of four children.
ranging in age from 16 to 11 years, and
I consider an article of this nature, If
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read by any of them, can only lead
to irreparable harm in their young
and imaginative minds.

I will finish there. I thought I would con-
nect that letter up with the weakness i-n
the Police Force, and the problems experi-
enced in connection with the religious
training in schools, and the experiences
some mothers and fathers are actually
undergoing at the moment, in the hope
that something will be done to try to
overcome these difficulties in the best
interests of all concerned.

I have always believed that our way of
life is based on a Christian democracy:
and if our school children are not receiving
basic religious training, a grave weakness
exists. I will conclude my remarks on
this subject by stating that some years ago
a man in the Murray electorate told me
that a minister used to give religious in-
struction at the State school in Manduith .
However, when he had completed his
lessons and left, the school teacher used to
ridicule the instruction the children had
received. The man who told mue that is
still alive, and lived in Mandurah at the
time. We must take steps to overcome
these difficulties, because if we can get on
top of them everyone will benefit.

That brings me to my next topic, which
is the Swan River. In the last eighteen
months to two years the Swan River has
improved immensely. Several new swim-
ming clubs have been formed along the
river, together with rowing clubs. Even
the Governor Stirling High School is giv-
ing 6raining in rowing. Tourism is now
beginning to blossom on the river. One of
the transport companies in Perth is con-
ducting tours to West Midland by launch,
and people are finding many places of in-
terest along the river.

I am hoping the Government will con-
tinue to assist the conservation committee
in Its activities. There are still many diffi-
culties to be confronted. One of these,
worthy of mention, is the fact that there
are hundreds and hundreds of acres along
the river used for the grazing of cattle and
sheep. Water from this land is being
'Washed into the river, and I f eel that sooner
or later something will have to be done.
Either areas will have to be dammed or
filters installed in order to obviate any
danger to health.

I mention this in passing in the hope
that the Government will continue to
assist the conservation committee, which
appears to be doing an excellent job. In
the interests of tourism the Government
should open areas of between 20 and 40
acres along the river for use by tourists.
These could be utilised for recreation in
order that visitors from the Eastern States
and overseas might be encouraged to visit
the uJpper reaches of the Swan River.

I now want to touch on the housing
problems in my electorate. I mentioned
earlier that I am facing tremendous pro-
blems in connection with housing. The
Minister for Housing assures me in his
correspondence that the situation is not
as bad as I make out.

Mr. Graham: Believe me; it is worse!
Mr. BRADY; He has told me in letters

that there Is not a great demand for
houses; and yet five or six agents have
told me, on the same day even, that they
had up to 30 and 40 people looking for
houses. One agent told me that it was no
good putting any more on his waiting list
because he could not cope with those
already on it.

I was called to a house on Friday, and
next door there were four or five other
houses on which the rent had been raised
by 10s. Incidentally these were all a very
poor type of house, The occupants were
nearly all applicants for State rental
homes, but not one had been able to obtain
one.

When the Labor Government was in
office it opened up an area called Soon-
gamia and the people were assured that
many houses would be built in that area:
but that has not occurred. The Minister
has told us there is no demand and yet
on TV, three and four times a day, is the
following advertisement:-

Sold! Sold! Sold! Sold! 250 blocks
have been sold in the garden city of
the ca-stern suburbs!

This place is just a stone's throw from
Koongamia. If the Minister is correct and
there are no houses required in Midland
Junction and Koonigamnia, why are 250
people buying blocks in this housing area?
It does not add up to me. I could pursue
this topic at great length and read letter
after letter I have written about the pro-
lems, and letters I have received from the
Minister telling me there is no demand.
Yet the agents-who, I take it, are in-
dep.endent people-tell me there is a de-
mand.

What I am concerned about, as the
member for Swan, is that it is deliberately
-and I use the word "deliberately"-
holding back the progress of the Swan
electorate. It is deliberately holding it
back because there are 25 or 30 building
sites at Koongamia. The Minister has
indicated that he will release 15. He does
not want to release the other 10 because
there is no adequate water supply. Once
the 150 feet contour is reached there is
no water supply. In my opinion the Gov-
ernment should be supplying the water to
this area because Koongamia was estab-
lished five or six years before this place
where 250 home sites have been sold.

Continuing to emphasise the shortage
of homes in my electorate, I would now
like to mention the case of one Poor
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woman who has been told for the last
'three or four years that she is on the Ust
of single persons awaiting homes in the
Cottesloe or South Perth areas. This
poor soul, in May last, came to my home
to see me. She had had an application
in for many years so I wrote to the Hous-
ing Commission to ask what was hap-
pening. I wrote to the Minister, in fact,
and he told me he could not find any
letter from this lady.

I subsequently returned to her and she
gave me a file which indicated she had
written in for at least four years. I think
it was four years. It was three years in
any case. I had better be correct, or
I will have to alter miy statement., I
have the letter here and it indicates that
it is three years. because it is dated
November, 1900.

I then wrote to the Minister and told
him that if he looked up his file he would
find letters from this woman written on
certain dates which indicated she had
been applying since 1960. The Minister
replied that she had been listed for a
house at Claremont, and in due course
she would be advised. Last week I called
on her to see how she had fared and she
showed me a letter which informed her
that she had once more been unsuccess-
ful. This woman is paying £3 a week
for two rooms of a very poor type, and
she is most keen to get into a single-unit
fiat, but is denied the opportunity.

I thought that in addition to mention-
ing there are so many People seeking
houses in the area, I would highlight
the fact that this subdivisional company
is selling so many blocks and houses there,
and that people are paying the estate
agents for houses. This woman, to-
gether with four or five others wants a
single-type flat.

One man, as I instanced the other
night, is driving each day from Northam
through Midland Junction because he
cannot get a house in the area. He is
working in Perth. The Minister in this
House representing the Minister for Hous-
Ing should do something about having
a look at what is going on in the Soon-
gamia-Midland Junction area, when so
many properties are being sold by a pri-
vate company just a few miles away.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

'mi. BRADY: I cannot cover all the
subjects I wish to deal with in five min-
utes, so I will round off by speaking on
an important matter to my electorate:
unemployment. I highlighted this ques-
tion on the Supply Bill and the amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply motion.
and I have felt all along that the Gov-
ernment might do more than it has done
to help the unemployed in my district,
particularly the young people.

The other night I asked a question
about the abattoirs. and it could prob-
ably apply to the Government railways.
and other Government concerns. This is
the question I asked-

(1) What number of tradesmen are
employed at the Midland abat-
toir?

The reply was "57'. I think the ratio of
apprentices is one apprentice to every
three tradesmen, so 57 tradesmen would
permit of the employment of 19 appren-
tires. My next question was-

(2) What number of apprentice-
tradesmen are employed?

The answer to that was "3". 1 then asked
this question-

(3) Are any additional apprentices
likely to be employed in the near
future?

The answer was "Yes"; but no mention
was made of how many were likely to be
employed. I feel I should mention this
matter in the hope that the Minister for
Agriculture will have a look at the position
to see if he can get his department to step
up the employment of apprentices in the
area.

I could deal with this question at length.
but I shall not do so. r want to conclude
on the desirability of the Government
building a school of food technology asso-
ciated with the technical school at Mid-
land Junction. There are hundreds of
young people-boys and girls: young men
and young women-being reared in the
area. Some of them are apprentices; some
are employed in the flour will; some are
working in the meatworks--there are five
meatworks in the area-some are in the
dried fruit industry; some are employed
in the wine industry; some are occupied
in the poultry industry; and some in other
food industries.

We heard some questions tonight about
a future university, and whether it should
be at Albany or in the metropolitan area.
I want to put forward a plea on behalf of
the eastern districts for a school of food
technology to be established at Midland
Junction in order that the apprentices int
the area who are employed in the various
food industries can be trained in the dis-
trict where they are working instead of
having to go to the city and clutter it up
with vehicles, or occupy seats in railway
carriages and road buses, or be on the
roads with their motor vehicles,

I could speak at length on this subject
because I have been on the technical
school advisory committee at Midland
Junction for many years, and I am vitally
interested in the young people of the dis-
trict, as members may have gauged by my
earlier remarks about sound religious
training. I want to see something worth
while done for the Young people in the
eastern suburbs. What I have suggested
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would help them all-those of the Bays-
water, Maylands, Swan. Toodysy, and
Darling Range electorates; they would all
benefit as a result of a school of food
technology being established in the area.

Those are my concluding remarks. Un-
fortunately the time at my disposal does
not allow me to cover other subjects, and
I hope the various remarks I have made
will be considered by the Minister. I also
hope that one of these days I will get a
letter from the Minister saying that these
matters have been looked into and that
what is contained in the letters are the
views of the Government. At one time a
former Premier (Sir Ross McLarty) used to
do that. Members used to get a letter
advising them what had happened in con-
nection with the various matters they had
raised; but I have not seen such a letter
for years. I would be glad to get a letter
of that sort in order that I might show
it to the people to let them know that
the various matters raised from time to
time are not lost sight of. I support the
motion.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [5.51 p.m.]: On
rising to speak on the Address-in-Reply
motion. I intend to deal with aspects in
general appertaining to the country areas
rather than to the Avon electorate in par-
ticular. The various points that I have
to raise in connection with my own elec-
torate I will leave until I speak on the
Estimates; and I make it perfectly clear
that I represent predominantly the wheat
and sheep farming areas. The import-
ance of our farming areas, in spite of the
large industrial development that is taking
place within this State, must never be lost
sight of in this Chamber.

Only yesterday I heard an Australian
Broadcasting Commission report which
stated that last year the world poulation
had increased by 60,000,000 and that there
are now 3,000,000,000 people on the world's
surface. There is an anticipated increase
to 5,000,000,000 in 1970; and in So years'
time we could possibly have 12.000.000.000
People on the earth, which is a lot of
people. It is really a population explosion.
Most of the increase will take place, I
imagine, in the Asian and surrounding
countries that are very close to our portals.

To this end I would say that Western
Australia holds a very strategic position:
and the wheat areas, the sheep areas, and
the farming areas in general hold a very
important position in respect of the shape
of the world to come.

Already we have had Ministers come
back from Kuwait, and places like that,
and tell us of the possibilities of the sale
of mutton and other agricultural products
in those countries-that it is virtually Un-
limited. But the whole trouble is that
we have not the beasts to send to those

places, nor have we the facilities in the
country areas to raise them to satisfy the
demand.

In dealing with the wheat farmer, I1
would say the Western Australian wheat
farmer is definitely the most progressive
wheat farmer in Australia. This occurs
because of certain things he has found
out for himself. Ley farming, perhaps
comes with the advent of clovers, but the
possibility of its widespread expansion into
the non-clover areas never entered our
heads at the time we started to delve into
the question of these nitrogenous plants.
Consequently we now have an industry
that has absolutely revolutionised its own
methods, such as ploughing, and the added
return from the soil is significant of the
improvements.

Hand in glove with that expansion
there has come a great advancement in
machinery. Machinery in this State has
made it possible for the marginal areas
to become non-marginal areas; for the
marginal areas to become safe wheatgrow-
ing areas; for the light rainfall areas to
be farmed at the correct times. Trace
elements have played a big part in this
respect, I admit, but I give credit to mod-
ern machines for making unsafe wheat
areas safe.

Last year more than 100,000,000 bushels
of mixed grain went into Co-operative Bulk
Handling institutions. I would say that
our farming ideas are so far in front of
those in the Eastern States that that is
the reason machinery experts are sent to
Western Australia to see what further
ideas we have in the back of our mind.
and what has been concocted on the farms
by the farmers for them to take back
eventually for use the world over.

Not so long ago I received a visit of
engineers from a world-wide machinery
company which wanted to know what were
our ideas in regard to the bulk handling
of seed and super direct into the combine
from the truck. This is being done over
here already, but not by the machinery
firms over East. The farmers have to get
the plant made by private engineering
companies who build that sort of con-
struction from their ideas.

In all, I think the conditions in Western
Australia have created a state of affairs
that has made Possible the building of- the
modern machinery I have mentioned; and
what I have said does not apply just to
bulk handling equipment, but to all as-
pects of farm machinery: and the rest
of the world is benefiting from it. In this
respect, the farmer is a mighty important
person in Western Australia.

Again, in the wheat-farming industry the
Western Australian farmer has shown the
way in handling his own affairs. In re-
cent years. without Government help, he
has equipped five ports. He has spent £li
million in Oeraldton: El million in Albany;
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£:350.000 in Bunbury; £130,000 in Esper-
onice; and at present he is spending 23*
million in Fremantle.

Fremantle will become the best grain
handling terminal in the whole of the
southern hemisphere, having a capacity
of 1,600 tons an hour; that is, it will be
possible to load that amount of grain into
the holds of a vessel lying at No. 9 berth.

We are proud of our achievements, but
in return we need certain rewards. This
State is handling three grains: wheat, oats,
and barley. Not many people know ours
is the only State in the Commonwealth
that handles three grains in bulk. People,
generally, do not give us credit for our
achievements. The fact that we are spend-
ing £1,000,000 in providing bulk-handling
terminals in the country each year-the
farmers are paying a toll of 6d. a bushel
for that-is not to be seen splashed in
headlines across the newspapers; and we do
not see that sort of thing published in the
books or circulars printed by the Govern-
ment. Instead, people can see an anti-
quated Picture such as the one I have here:
and I would say this was taken on Mr. Eric
Smart's place in 1938, judging by the
machine and the tractor pulling it.

We need promotion for our agricultural
areas-something like our Department of
Industrial Development, but let us call
it a department of agricultural develop-
ment-an organisation that will go out
and sell our industry, because it is the
best and biggest industry we have and
its future is unlimited.

In this State alone we have storage for
106.000,000 bushels of wheat through 306
sidings stretching a distance equal to that
from Brisbane to Melbourne. It is pos-
sible to receive all our grain at a moment's
notice. I admit that under the Act we
have to be able to do that, but the point
is that we can do it. New South Wales,
which is the next biggest State to ours,
has a storage capacity for a mere
86.000,000 bushels of grain. In 10 years
we will be producing 100,000,000 bushels
of wheat alone year in and year out, and
the production of grain helps create the
wealth of our State. This industry is big-
ger than the Laporte titanium industry, or
any other industry.

Our farming industry is something that
we have right at our back door, and some-
thing that needs to be developed further,
but I am afraid the development is not
going forward fast enough for me. The
broad gauge railway will help us a lot,
we admit: but, again, we are going to help
the broad guage railway a lot. We realise
its importance to us as well as our im-
portance to it. We are the biggest custom-
ers the Western Australian Government
Railways have. To that end.!I am extremely
proud to think the Western Australian
Government is constructing that railway
for our benefit and not for the benefit of
Koolyanobbing alone.

In this State there are large areas of
land which can be made more fruitful.
There are terrific tracts which could be
brought into production very rapidly, but
there are a few factors preventing their
being brought into production. Primarily,
there is the fact that the Government
departments cannot handle any more than
1,000.000 acres a year. However, we should
have a look at the People who want to take
up this land and who are prepared to pay
their own surveying fees and develop it
whilst they still have a bit of youth on
their side, instead of waiting until they
are old and hoary when life becomes tedi-
ous and they have to give all such ideas
away.

The other evening the member for Nax'-
rogin spoke of Forrestania. What does
Forrestanla need? My country colleagues
know what it needs. It needs people to
develop it. It is good country with an
assured rainfall. It is not far from my
place; and all that is required to Pub-
licise this area is a graded road to be con-
structed from Norseman to Hyden. If that
were put down it would reduce the journey
f romn the Eastern States to Perth by 76
miles. We do not want a bitumen high-
way; but at the same time we do not
want the present bulldozed track along
which some people have lost their way and
even died. We want a reasonably good
road by means of which we can bring
visitors to Perth and show the opportuni-
ties of our State.

Dealing now with the portfolio adminis-
tered by the Minister for Lands, I would
point out that in the development of
Crown land, the Minister is, in my
opinion, moving much too slowly. I con-
sider that the people engaged in extrac-
tive industries have "the wood" on those
who are clearing the land. Instead of say-
ing to them, "You have to get the tim-
ber out," we should tell them to turn their
attention to the farmer who follows them.
At present they cut down the trees as re-
quired and leave large stumps behind
which take generations to get them out of
the ground. That is no help to the farming
industry. Admittedly the Minister, in his
office, has told me, "You cannot bulldoze
the trees over;" but surely the Government
or the industry can find a way to remove
those stumps before the land is thrown
open for selection. It could add the cost
of this work to the total amount asked
for the land and then let the new farmer
do something about farming it immedi-
ately to reduce costs.

I consider that the efforts of those en-
gaged in some of the industries in rural
forests areas at the moment should be
directed to clearing their requirements on
a face if these lands are to be developed
for farming. If a decision has been made
that such land is to be cleared, the work
should proceed immediately so that a re-
turn can be obtained from the soil. It is
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not only the return to the rower which
is at stake, but also the return to the
State.

The policy of decentralisation is another
aspect that should be considered. We have
listened to good ideas Put forward re-
garding the country areas, but so far all
the constructive thinking has been directed
towards taking industries into country
towns. The people who think along those
lines forget entirely that the biggest in-
dustry in Western Australia already exists
in those parts. It needs only promoting.
It can be intensified by increasing the
number of stock carried and following
other avenues when "safe" farming exists.

However, we lack water and electricity.
Already, at the back of my area, the idea
of putting through a power line from Nar-
rogin to Merredin to serve the eastern
wheatbelt is a big job. It is something
f or the future. Heavens above! Are we
not ready to have that commodity after
100 years of farming? The same applies to
water supplies in the old-established
areas. In the Countryman, dated the 22nd
August, the following article appeared,
based on a proposition that the State Gov-
ernment recently put up to Sir Robert
Menzies:

The aim of the seven-year project
is to take water from Mundaring and
Wellington dams to Ballidu, Daiwal-
linu, Goomnalling, Kalannie, Pithara,
Quairading, Wongan Hills, Broome-
hill, Dumbleyung, Onowangerup,
Kuhin, Wickepin and Yealering.

Four of these towns--Kalannie,
Broomehill, Wickepin and Yealering
-at Present have no reticulated sup-
ply and supplies in some of the other
towns are near the limit of their re-
sources.

Is that a wonderful achievement by the
Government? What about the 24 towns
represented by the member for Roe?
What about the areas established in 1832,
represented by mue? For example, in
Oreenhills, which is '70 miles from Perth,
underground or natural storage of water
is impossible because of salt, and the same
applies to other areas in the old Avon
district. There is still no sign of water
being reticulated. In these areas we are
still faced with unassailable water prob-
lemis about which we, individually, can
do nothing.

Mr. H. May: You want to go to Bun-
bury! They have everything down there!

Mr. GAYFER: I am not talking about
Bunbury, but of my own district, of which
I know something. We admit that the in-
crease in the subsidy on superphosphate
recently granted by the Commonwealth
Government will be a tremendous boon to
farmers, but not because we will save £3
a ton on the purchase of superphosphate.
It means that, in farming, if a farmer has
decided to spend £2,000 on super this year,

he will still spend that amount. A farmer
will not cut down on the quantity of
superphosphate he intends to use because
it is now going to be £3 a ton cheaper.
Instead, he will use more super and, as
a result, all industries generally, labour
forces and the railways will benefit from
that money being ploughed back to us by
subsidy. Generally speaking, that type of
subsidy is one of the greatest booms we
have ever bad for our agricultural and
pastoral industries, and I am most elated
over it.

If a fiat rate were fixed for the price of
fuel, or a subsidy were granted to bring
the cost of fuel back to a fiat rate, I think
the future of such a move to the industries
would be terrific. Speaking of fuel, I
point out that the representative of one
oil company in my area has said to me.
"If you sign up with me I will give you
3d. off every gallon of petrol you buy."
That representative will allow me 3d. off
every gallon of petrol, but the representa-
tives of other oil companies will not.

My other country colleagues, including
the member for Mt. Marshall, will back
me up on that statement They can tell
the House that recently-a day before the
budget was announced-representatives
came round to the farmers and said they
had received a wire from Melbourne ad-
vising that the price of fuel was going
up 4d. They were representatives of a
reputable firm which has done a wonderful
thing for itself, but it panicked many far-
mers into buying more petrol than they
needed immediately. One might say, "Yes,
but the farmers are hoarding it." How-
ever, do not let us forget that they
have to use it, whether they buy it
now or next year: and do not forget
also we get our money only once a Year
and not once a week. Therefore, if we
buy now it is part of our requirements for
the year.

Mr. Pletcher: You have a lot to put up
with!

Mr. GAYFER: I should now like to deal
with the question of our youth. It is a
little difficult these days to educate the
youth on our farms to take on the heri-
tage that is rightfully theirs. I will admit
that the Education Department has done
a lot in regard to schooling in the country
areas, but there is a lot still to be done.

Mr. H. May: I'll say!
Mr. GAYFER: However, I will say that

the basic principles which our country chil-
dren need-such as welding, the agricul-
tural sciences, and subjects like that-need
to be given further attention because it is
training In those subjects that the youth
in the country need to enable them to
carry on in their future life. At present
that training is not available. For in-
stance, one of the most important things
on a farm these days is welding. But if I
want my child to learn welding he has
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to go to a technical college In the city.
There are very few schools in the larger
centres that teach welding.

Mr. Lewis: Are you sure?
Mr. GAYFER: I am quite sure there are

very few centres that teach welding.
I think it is becoming a must and some-
thing more should be done in this direc-
tion. The manual training rooms should
be turned into night schools so that the
subjects I have mentioned can be taught
to country children when they leave -school.'If that is done it will keep them off the
streets of the cities.

Mr. Lewis: They have them in the junior
high schools.

Mr. GAYFER: In some junior high
schools. I am sure it is coming, but it
is coming too slowly. In the Fremantle
gaol at present 97 per cent. of the inmates
are under 25 years of age. That was the
figure at the 30th July of this year. We
must keep our youth occupied!

Mr. Bickerton: What about oxy-weld-
ing.

Mr. GAYFER: That is only one type of
welding.

Mr. Cornell: That might help them to
get out.

Mr. GAYFER: The consolidation of
our children in the country is a very im-
portant part of our life, and is something
not one of us should forget.

I have heard the member for Swan
talking of the unemployment position in
his district. In 1952, 8,000 children left
school, and at the end of 1963 there will
be 14,600 children doing so. Next year
there will be 15,000. This is the machine
age. It is a highly qualified age. If child-
ren want a job they must be absolutely
sure they have received certain basic train-
ing. They must be sure of their English.
their mathematics, and the sciences.

Gone are the days when a mechanic was
a. blacksmith. Even the ledger machine
mechanic is a highly qualified technician
these days, and so must be the man who
wants to enter the farming industry. We
are not a crowd of dolts. We have ma-
chinery and stock, and it is a highly mech-
anised industry. It is an industry de-
manding talented men, and we have to
train our children and try to hold them.

Mr. Davies: What about teenage girls?

Mr. GAYFER: As far as aptitude tests
are concerned, it seems to me that they
are reserved for the city area only. Ap-
parently the officers carrying out these
tests are not going around the country
areas. If I am wrong about that the Min-
ister can tell me tomorrow. Aptitude tests
are just at important for country children
as they are for city children, and facilities
f or carrying out the tests should be sent
to the country areas so that our children

can be given the tests and be able to be
placed in industries for which they are
best fitted.

It is surprising that in the country area*
our best children are leaving and coming
to the city. They think they have the
brains to go into other industries, but
when they get there they get a rude
awakening. When they leave the countrS
areas they have an idea what they want
to do, but they do not know what it en-
tails. Eventually, after wasting yean4
of their life around the city, they get sick
of it and finally comes home to Dad on the
farm and say, "I have failed at .very-
thing else; can I stay on the farm with~
you?"

Mr. Graham: And then they become
successful farmers.

Mr. GAYFER: Perhaps if facilties fo)
carry ing out aptitude tests were providec
in every big country centre, we would bi
able to tell what each child was fit for.

Mr. Fletcher: Send them up to Kasi
Perth and they will be all right.

Mr. Brady: What about training their
as politicians?

Mr. GAYFER: That would not be 2
bad idea. As regard industries in towns
most industries will establish themselveu
in a country town only if there is somt
incentive; and the only thing to do Ux
get them there is to offer incentive
They will not come if it Is as cheap tc
manufacture an article in a country towr
as it is in the city, but only if it ii
cheaper. That is the sort of thing thai
entices Industry to country towns, and iJ
incentive inducement is offered eve ntuall3
they will go out to the country areas.

More amenities must be provided, too
Swimming pools are a good idea, anc
that sort of thing is catching on. ThN
same applies to subsidies for dams to,
watering playing fields. That Is a gooc
idea: and under that scheme the Gov-
ernment pays a quarter of the total cosi
of the dam, up to £8,000, provided thi
water is used for the watering of ovals
These amenities are necessary in the
country areas, but it is beyond local gov-
ernment rating, beyond the people, and be-
yond voluntary resources, to provide thenr
in the country. These amenities must bE
given to us because we have inheritec
them; we have made this country anc
we should be given much in return.
*Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.301 p.ma

Mr. GAYFER: Before the tea sus-
pension I was dealing with the import-
ance of all aspects of agriculture. both
in the practical and the personal stage
of development in Western Australia. The
important point I make is that it is still
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the main industry in the State. I dealt
with the youth of the country, and I have
a little bit more to say about that matter.

I spoke mainly about the education of
youth at the schools, and I now intend to
Put forward an idea to further their edu-
cation in the field which we think is of
their choosing; that is, agriculture. With
the 'dieselfication" of the railways very
large areas of land adjoining many of
the country towns, which had been held
as catchment areas for railway dams to
supply water to railway engines, will be-
come available. These large tracts are
gradually becoming surplus to railway re-
quirements. I would not like to see this
land being granted to applicants who de-
sire to obtain pick positions near the towns.
I would like to see it vested in the shire
councils.

I would like to see the people in those
towns forming the committees which they
are anxious to form for the development
of this land through a community effort.
'The proceeds derived from the develop-
ment of the land should go back to the
country towns, to be ploughed back for
the benefit of the citizens therein.

I have said previously that local gov-
ernment rating is fast reaching satura-
tion point: and in the proposal I have
just put forward there is an avenue,
through a community effort, to provide
what the people in those towns require.
In time, as that land is developed, there
is a possibility that it can be used as an
annexe to the various schools that are
already established in the country towns.

The annexes should provide the most im-
portant part of the training of the youth
in the country, to enable them to learn
what it is not possible for them now to
learn unless they be the children of
farmers or such people. Every effort,
should be made to retain the youth and
the citizens in the country by some means
or other. It is of no benefit to the State
to have a mass migration of the country
People to the towns and to the more
closely populated centres.

To set up a youth on the land re-
quires a lot of money; and it is
literally impossible for my own employee
or his children-qualified as they are to
take on farming-to do so in these days.

I was most interested to read an article
in the Countryman of the 22nd August last
in connection with this matter. It is
-as follows:-

Farm Finance
Legislation to guarantee loans to

people of enough experience to buy
land for farming will be introduced
by the South Australian Government
this year, S.A. Premier Sir Thomas
Playford said last week.

Australian banking houses had
always considered their function was to
look after overdraft banking rather
than make long-term advances; he
said.

At present there was no authority
which provided long-term loans to en-
able farmers to buy property.

Even where money was available
it was of a very restricted nature.

"Anybody who wants to go into
farming in S.A. today needs a big
bankroll in the family," the Premier
said.

That is very true in Western Australia. I
would ask the Ministers to have a look
at this very important factor with a view
to increasing settlement in our country
area by our own skilled labour.

Above all, we must ensure the prosperity
of Western Australia. The wheat and
grain Industry is reasonably secure; and
right throughout Australia there is a
recognised demand by woolgrowers for the
improvement of wool marketing. The
first objective of that industry at the pre-
sent time is to improve the method of
selling wool. Whatever be our thoughts
on the need for wool promotion, there is no
doubt that an improved marketing
method for selling wool is the very foun-
dation of the future of the wool industry.
Such an improved marketing system must
be on an Australia-wide basis.

For many Years the woolgrowers of
Australia and the federal organisations
have been divided on this issue; but I
am happy to say that, today, they are
closer together than ever before. We have
one overall authority, and if that auth-
ority will make improved marketing its
first objective there is hope that individual
crganisations of woolgrowers will soon
be able to put forward a marketing plan
which all will support. Given that lead
from the woolgrowers, the way will then
be open for the Federal and the State
Governments to come in strongly in sup-
port of the woolgrowers' cry for a better
method of marketing wool.

There I leave my thoughts. Those are the
views of the country people, and all they
want the Parliament of Western Australia
to do is to help them, so that they can
help this Parliament to make Western
Australia grow. I support the motion.

MRt. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [7.38 p.m.]:
Firstly, I would like to deal with a small
domestic matter, before getting on to mat-
ters affecting my electorate. Some time
ago. in this House, I advocated that a
photographing machine be procured, to
enable copies of correspondence, and par-
ticularly questions which are asked in this
House, to be made. In the main the
questions affect the electorates of members.
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It is necessary, at times, when a ques-
tion is asked in this House, particularly
one dealing with local government matters
when a number of shire councils in a
particular electorate is affected, to prepare
five or six copies of the question. At the
time I emphasised how important it was
for members of Parliament to have the
required facilities to enable them to carry
out their duties to their constituents.

For some considerable time-for this I
give credit to yourself, Mr. Speaker, and1
to the House Committee-such a machine
has been available to members; but now
the position regarding its use has been
altered somewhat. I do not know under
whose authority the instruction was given
-whether it be yourself or the House
Committee-but I understand that mach-
ine is not to be used for the copying of
questions. It was suggested that if one
used a razor blade one could cut the Qlues-
tions out of the Votes and Proceedings.

I do not know if the machine is over-
taxed at- present; if so, I cannot see any
reason why another one cannot be pro-
cured. If cost was the deciding factor,
then further thought should be given to
the matter, because I do not think the
taxpayers at any time would complain
about the money spent on anything which
was of benefit to the constituents, and to
their members of this Parliament. I mnen-
tion this matter in passing, because the
machine now available has proved to be
very valuable to members. You, Mr.
Speaker, are aware that we are limited in
the number of typists available. The
machine has done a good Job, and its
use should not be restricted to certain
types of correspondence. It -should be
available to all members at any time, for
producing copies of their work.

On the Table of the House at the present
time lies a most important report dealing
with the pastoral industry of Western Aus-
tralia. It was formulated as a result of
a motion moved in another place in the
last session of Parliament by the Hon.
F. J. S. Wise. I understand it is the
objective of the Minister, during this ses-
sion, to introduce a Bill in connection with
the extension of the pastoral leases in
Western Australia. The present leases have
about 19 years to run.

This report is a very important docu-
ment, because it deals with a matter which
affects the State vitally. At this stage I
do not wish to deal with the report in
detail, because it is a very large one and
takes a lot of getting through. However,
both it and the Bill to be introduced later
are of great importance to every Western
Australian. The pastoral leases of this
State cover over half the land area; that
is, over half of the land of the taxpayers
has been leased to individuals or to com-
panies. Those leases have approximately
19 years to run.

Members of this House will have to mnake
up their minds whether an extension of
the leases for a further period of some
50 years should be granted to those now
holding them, or to others. A period of
50 years is very long, and a child born
today will have lived practically an entire
lifetime in 50 years, before an opportunity
becomes available to do anything about
those leases.

Naturally enough, I do not know what
is contained in the Bill which the Minister
intends to introduce, but I am not so much
concerned with that aspect at this stage.
Even though all members in this House
may agree to that legislation, I feel that
pastoral leases covering over half the land
surface of Western Australia are the con-
cern of the people of this State, and in-
deed of all the people in Australia.

I therefore suggest that the procedure
to be adopted in respect of this Bill should
be similar to the procedure adopted when
the Companies Bill was introduced some
years back. I do not consider the Com-
panies Bill to be any more important than
the Bill to be introduced in this session.
When the Companies Bill was introduced
it was decided by the Government to give
it a second reading and to go no further
with the matter until the following ses-
sion.

I thought at the time that was a good
idea, because the postponement gave
people connected with that matter at least
1.2 months to consider the Bill and its
effects. The same procedure was adopted
in respect of the Local Government Bill. I
consider the Bill relating to these pastoral
leases should be treated in a similar way.

The second reading of the Bill by the
Minister should be proceeded with, and
then it should be postponed to the next
session of Parliament. That would enable
members representing pastoral areas to
obtain the views of the people therein. It
would enable us indeed to get the views
of everyone in Western Australia. This
land is very important: and if an addi-
tional 50 years' lease is given, we must
bear in mind that half a century will go
by before anything can be done in
connection with the lease.

I would suggest to the Minister that he
consider this matter very closely. He may
say to me that what is in the Bill will
satisfy everyone. It may satisfy the Min-
ister, but may not satisfy everyone else.
But even if the Bill were perfect, there
would be nothing wrong with having at
least twelve months to really investigate
this matter, to see that what is being
done is, in fact, being done for the benefit
of the State as a whole.

There is no hurry. If there are 19
years to run, no-one is going to be in any
way inconvenienced by another twelve
months. I am sure the pastoralists them-
selves would welcome it. Many pastoralists
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to whom I have spoken have been a little
concerned as to what the Bill will con-
tain. We know, as members of this House,
that when a Bill is introduced it probably
takes no more than a fortnight to go
through from the first reading to the third
reading stage. Accordingly in a matter
as important as this I would request the
Minister to move the second reading of
the Bill; acquaint the House with its
contents; and then leave the actual
passing of it until the following session.

I would now like to deal with matters
directly affecting my electorate. The first
one would interest the Minister for
Works. I refer to electricity charges
so far as plants run by the P.W.D. are
concerned. Some few years ago we had
installed at Roebourne an electricity plant
to service the town. I inquired from the
Minister the other night by way of
questions the actual rates being charged
by the Government for this P.W.D.-run
plant. For the benefit of members I would
inform the House that the domestic rate
in Roebourne for the first 25 units is is. 9d.
per unit. An amount of is. 9d. per unit
is completely out of the question as far
as the average working person is con-
cerned. The next 50 units are charged for
at Is. 3d. per unit, and the rest at 9d.
per unit.

I would ask members to bear in mind,
however, that the meters in this town are
read monthly. That means that with an
average consumption of some 25 or 30
units a month, the average householder
never gets below Is. 9d. per unit. There
are people in Roebourne with electric
stoves who cannot use them because of
the cost involved.

If we give the People some amenity--or
in this case a necessity-it is not much
use to them if the charge to be struck for
that particular commodity makes it so pro-
hibitive as to preclude them from using it.
On today's notice Paper I asked the Minis-
ter by way of a question if he would do
something about immediately having a re-
duction made in these rates. I got back
an answer that I cannot understand; nor
do I think any other member in the House
would understand it. If the Minister can
give me an interpretation of the answer,
I will be very happy indeed. When I asked
if the cost could be reduced the Minister
replied-

The method of charging electricity
accounts on a monthly basis is stan-
dard throughout the north-west. As
the charges for electricity at R~oe-
bourne are based on the operating
costs and consumption, any alteration
to the period of rendering accounts
would require an alteration to the
charge.

I have spent an hour on that without
being able to understand It. I never asked
the Minister anything about altering the

Period of rendering accounts. I was con-
cerned with the cost. I would suggest to
the Minister, therefore, that if he did not
in fact Provide the answer to my question
himself, perhaps he would be good enough
to take it back to the person who supplied
it to him; and if the Minister sees me
outside afterwards, I will tell him what
he can tell the person who supplied the
answer. The average member in this House
asks questions for the Purpose of obtaining
information, not for the purpose of re-
ceiving confused answers given apparently
for the benefit of someone who makes them
out.

Mr.
on a
writes

Moir: The replies to questions are
par with the letters the Minister
in answer to inquiries.

Mr. BICKERTON: I was dealing with
the electricity rates. The commercial rate
is Is. 9d. Another 1,000 units have
to be used at Is. 3d. before the rate
drops to 9d. The city is charged 6d. for
the first 13 and then 2d. thereafter.
Look at the difference! How are
we ever going to get people to live in
these places and give them reasonable
amenities if the cost is so prohibitive that
they are unable to use such amenities?
For the information of the Minister and
to illustrate my point, I would assure him
that to cook a meal in a Sunbeam frypan
in Roebourne costs 7s. 6d. It would be
much better if we told the people we could
not give them power rather than give it
to them at such a cost.

Mr. H. May: We will have to give them
those tinned sausages!

Mr. BICKERTON: In case I have not
impressed the matter sufficiently on the
Minister, I would like to read him a letter.
a copy of which I received. It was a letter
written by a little girl in Roebourne to the
first astronaut who flew over, and it reads
as follows:-

Dear Mr. Astronaut,
Tm a little girl called Judy and r

live in Roebourne.
The reason Tm writing to you is

cause I dont wont you to be dis-
appointed if you fly over our town
after dark. Dad says he caint afford
to leave lights on for you cause it
costs Is. 9d. a "u" or something.

I suppose she means a unit. To continue-
Tm not sure what this means cept

in our house Daddy has mouse traps
set near all those switch things on the
wall case someone makes a mistake
and switches on the light at Is. 9d.
a "1u.1

I feel awful that you have to fly
over our town in the dark so I wont
to let you know that its not that
Daddy hates you or hopes you get lost
up there, its just this "u" thing which
costs so much. Do you have lights in
your space ship? I asked Daddy how
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much your space ship costs and he
said he didn't know for sure but about
2 lectlc, light bills easy. But Daddy
kids me sometimes and I asked
Mummy and she said Daddy was
silly that your space ship wouldn't
cost that much. I asked Daddy to
light a fire outside when you go over
but he said it would be too dangerous
because he said the meter thing here
is so sensible that if the reflection
from the fire hit it it would go through
at least 2 "u's."

I bet it gets hot in your space ship.
Mr. Lewis: When are you going to

start editing this one?
Mr. BICKERTON: Continuing-

It gets hot in our place, too. If You
get too hot I would like to get a Job
turning the fan by hand as I'm really
good at it. Daddy says I save lots
of "U's at 1/9 a "U". We got
a beaut lectric stove thing its got
doors and cold plates and everything.
My Auntie Mary in Perth has the
same kind and Daddy said when we
go to Perth he is going to show me
how one works. Something to do with
the different costs of "U's down there.
Daddy says to tell you I'm gonner be
a real good athletic or something like
the austronauts when I grow up cause
I fit cause Daddy lets me sorta switch
the light on and off in my room when
I go to bed. I bet you couldn't do
this like me. I switch on the light
at the door then switch it off again
and Daddy got me trained so I can
make it to the bed and hop in before
the room gets dark. Daddy still
growls though he wants me to work
up speed or something so I can get
in with the reflection left from the
night before. He says the "U" at
1/9 are all the trouble. I hope You
don't have to worry about "U"s at
1/9. Oh I must tell you a funny
story about Daddy. One day he lost
his razor shaver thing and had to go
out in a hurry. It must have been
a very important matter cause he de-
cided to use his lectric shaver which
he never uses. He sat down with a
stop watch and a ready reckoner
thing. lie got Mummy to Plug the
shaver in the electric's hole and Just
like at Cape Naveral where you came
from she started the count down 10-
9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1. Blast off and
clicked the switch. Gee it was funny.
In less time than it takes your ship
to leave the launching pad he roared
to Mummy to switch off. Then with
the stop watch and ready reckoner
thing and a magnifying glass on the
meter he told us that we couldn't go
on holidays this year as he had Just
used all the money coming from his
long service leave. I don't understand

it all but I know it had something to
do with the "U" things and them cost-
ing 1/9.

I hope you won't mind being in the
dark when you go over Roebourne. I
suppose Mummy is lucky in some ways
such as cooking things in the summer
cause she can put the food in the
Pots and Put them outside in the sun
and almost cook them then to save
more "U" Daddy just has to strike
a match under each pot to finish it
off. A man came round to our place
selling lectric air conditioners I1 think
you call them last week. Well Daddy
went all queer and then started to
laugh and laugh. The man and
Mummy and mec couldn't stop him.
We almost had him stopped when the
man said it only cost about 10 "UVs
Per day to run one. flats when
Daddy started again. He has been
in Hospital about a week now and
nobody is allowed to talk about air
conditioners or "U"s or anything like
that. Mummy was telling our friends
he was suffering from lectric shock.
Something to do with 1/9 penny "U's.

Well Goodbye Austronaut. Please
try to understand our black position-
and my Auntie who lives at Marble
Bar said not to fly over there either
as their "UJ"s cost 2/- a "U".

Love Judy
I really think the cost of power at Roe-
bourne Is a disgrace; and something
should be done to give the people in these
towns reasonably cheap power. They do
not expect to obtain it at city prices, but
they should be able to use whatever elec-
trical equipment they have without having
to consider-as the little girl said-the
"U's."

We also seem to be suffering consider-
ably in the north regarding car insurance.
The other day I received a letter-which
I think is typical-from my electorate in
connection with this matter. In part it
says--

My vehicle insurance company, the
State Insurance Office, informs me
that I have to Pa an additional 33
per cent. extra premium.

In view of the small number of cars
above the 26th parallel I consider this
unreasonable and unfair. Except in
the town itself we have to travel over
very poor roads which takes a great
toll on vehicles and for which there
is no insurance available.

We also have to Put up with a higher
cost of petrol at 4s. 10d. per gallon
(super). These factors combined with
the tropical conditions which accel-
erate deterioration and thus deprecia-
tion makes the essential motor vehicle
a costly item.
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Could you investigate this matter for
me with a view to finding out why a
Government-backed organisation is
doing its best to raise living costs
when the rest of the Government is
trying to persuade the people to col-
anise the north-west.

We do need population in the north-west,
and here is another way in which we are
having a go at them. I can appreciate
the insurance company's problems. I ap-
preciate them very well. I know that such
things as panel-beaters are hard to find
in the north-west; and many cars, if they
are damaged, have to be brought to Perth
for repair. But I thought the purpose
of the State Government Insurance Office
was to endeavour to overcome some of the
anomalies which exist so far as the area
above the 26th parallel is concerned.

I discussed this matter with the man-
ager of the State Government Insurance
Office, and In all fairness to him I think
I should read his letter in this connection;
because I can see the reasons behind the
30 per cent, increase in premiums, although
I do not agree that it should be there.
Part of his letter says-

First let mue quote figures concern-
ing motor vehicle comprehensive in-
surance covering the whole State for
vehicles insured with this office. Tak-
ing the last five years the results have
been-

1958-1959, a surplus of £22,409.
1959-1960, a surplus of £21,924.
1960-1961, a deficit of £41,132.
1961-1962, a deficit of £3,254.

- 1962-1963, a deficit of £103.
There was a total surplus of £44,333. and
a. total deficit of £44,489, The letter con-
tinues--

Thus, after receiving about £2 .500,000
in premiums during that period the
office incurred a loss of £156. This is
mentioned to demonstrate that pre-
miums do not justify any reduction,
but rather do they justify an increase.
The premium figures quoted include
those charged at the higher rates to
North-West residents.

Higher premiums are charged to
these people because of the absence of
panel-beaters in the area. Practically
every accident repair requires the ser-
vices of a panel-beater. In the North-
West this usually involves putting the
vehicle on a State ship and bringing
it to the Metropolitan Area for re-
pairs. Another trip by State ship .,s
involved in returning the vehicle to
the owner. This involves an expendi-
ture varying from £:40 to £100 on each
repair account over and above the cost
of actual repair.

8.0.1.0. is practically the only In-
surance Office which will insure vehicle
owvners resident in the North-West.
The R.A.C. Insurance Ltd. will insure

in the townsite of Carnarvon only an
not elsewhere. Most other offices ir
sure only with those persons who hai
property and other insurance to ad
to the motor vehicle insurance.

I am most sympathetic towards tl
North-West resident and know Ut
difficulties under which he labours.
have been right through the Nortl
West twice within the last three year
At present I am endeavouring I
arrange for a panel-beater to estal
lish himself in a North-West port an
if this succeeds premiums could be r(
duced. However, whatever success
achieved I am afraid the great dii
tanoes of the North-West will alwaz
involve charges for goods and servici
being higher than in cities such
Perth.

We are still up against the problem thi
the person living in these remote areE
has to put up with higher charges sue
as electricty, transportation, and so or
and he is now faced with this 33 per cen
increase in premiums on Something I
cannot do without; because whilst it ma
be possible in the city to do without
Motorcar, it is certainly not possible 1
do without one in the north, where r
public transport system operates.

Some time ago the Government a;
pointed an Administrator for the Norti
West. The purpose of this was that ti
administrator should operate in conjuru
tion with a series of consultative council
these councils to be drawn from the sui
1rounding districts within each of tl
electoral areas. it was thought at UI
time that it was quite a good propositio:
and possibly it may still prove to be,
in the future. But I should like to brir
to the attention of the Minister for ti
North-West the fact that to my way
thinking this person-who is, I believ
both capable and conscientious--appea
to have no authority whatsoever-or e:.
tremely little authoilty--so far as tI
making of decisions is concerned.

I do not know whether the purpose
having him there in the first place w:
that he should be some form of buffi
for the Minister; but whenever ineetini
are called at which it is necessary for t1
administrator to be present the on
answers that local people get, and oi
can get, are that decisions cannot be maw
until such time as the Minister has be(
contacted.

Well, of course, that was always the ca
before the administrator was appointei
and it was necessary even for local men
hers of Parliament to get in touch wii
the Minister on matters appertaining
the north-west. So we appear to have gi
precisely nowhere in having someone
the job who is capable of giving a di
cision even on small domestic matte
affecting the town.
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Another strange thing about the forma-
flin of these consultative councils is the
fact that local members of Parliament
have not been welcome at any of the
meetings. So far as I know, any decision
is not that of the administrator or the
consultative council, but that of the Min-
ister. There was some discussion in this
House a few nights ago on members of
Parliament not being informed of visits
to their areas by various Ministers. Here
is a case where surely the local member
of Parliament should be welcomed at any
of these consultative council meetings, if,
in fact, nobody has anything to hide.

If a council meeting is in progress at
a time when we are in our areas--and I
suppose this applies to every other mem-
ber in this House-we are invariably in-
vited to attend those meetings. In my
area we have ward conferences of shire
councils from time to time, and we always
endeavour to be present; but for some
strange reason-best known, apparently,
to the Minister-local members have not
at any time been Invited to the meetings
of the consultative councils.

Whether this has been accidental, or
whether there has been some ulterior
motive at the back of it, the guess of
members would probably be not quite as
good as mine; but I cannot help feeling
that it is not by accident that a letter
was sent out to all members by the Ad-
ministrator for the North-West. For the
sake of having it recorded in Hansard, I
should like to read it. It says--

I thought you would like me to
clarify the position as to who will be
entitled to attend meetings of the
Divisional Consultative Councils.

On reflection I think the sensible
thing to do during the early stages
will be to restrict the attendance to
those officially appointed to the Coun-
cil and other people holding official
Positions such as Shire Clerks, De-
partmental Officers, etc.

Apparently it does not include members of
Parliament. To continue-

In effect, this will mean that the
Council meetings will not be open to
the public and press statements aris-
ing from the Council's deliberations
will be released at the end of the
meetings as official statements from
the Council, and there will not be the
need for the press to attend during
the actual meetings.

Digressing for a moment, I am pleased to
think that the Press is put in the same
class as myself. They cannot go either.
Continuing-

Later on we might relax this
arrangement but I think it is better
to move cautiously in the early stages
until we see how things settle down

and judge the nature of the delibera-
tions taking place. After all, the ob-
ject of the Council meetings Is to
bring together a cross section of the
respective Divisions to discuss import-
ant matters in a non-parochial way
and the best manner of doing this is
for the discussions to be held in the
Committee so that complete frank-
ness can take place free of any sug-
gestion that any one individual or
group of individuals is using these
Council meetings as a forum for their
own particular parochial or personal
claims.

That was the main part of the letter sent
out in this connection.

I would still like to know whether the
Minister would be good enough to tell me
some time why the people elected for the
area by the people of the area are ex-
cluded from meetings of that nature. I
do not say they should necessarily par-
ticipate in the meetings, but surely they
could attend as observers. To P. & C.
meetings, shire council meetings, ward
meetings--in fact, anything that goes on,
so far as I am concerned, in my elector-
ate-I am invariably invited. But the
meetings of this organisation, which to my
way of thinking does little more than re-
lieve the Minister of the responsibility of
making certain decisions in certain direc-
tions, are the only ones from which we are
excluded.

I feel quite an amount of sympathy for
the administrator. I think be has a very
big job to do; and I think the fact that
he has not been given more responsibility
and is not able to make more decisions
than he does must surely embarrass him
considerably-particularly when practic-
ally everything that comes before the
meetings has to be referred to the Minis-
ter. I would say that he has a very nice
title, being Administrator for the North-
West. It sounds very dignified. it sounds
a very big job; but I would say that so
t ar as his actual responsibilities are con-
cerned he is little more than a secretary
to the Minister for the North-West.

Mr. Court: His responsibilities are
exactly those which were publicised at the
time of his appointment.

Mr. BICKERTON: Let me put it this
way: 1 feel sorry for him because I feel
he is in the Position where every time the
Minister sees a burglar he has to do the
barking.

The other evening I referred, by way of
Question, to State Housing Commission
houses which are being built in the north.
presumably to withstand cyclones. We
have discovered, particularly at Onslow,
that they do not withstand cyclones. I
will admit that cyclones, and particularly
the last one at Onslow, are rather severe.
but they are going to be just as severe
in the future; and if these cyclones strike
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other north-west towns, where the popu-
lation is greater than at Onslow * a great
deal of damage will be done to buildings,
and possibly to human life.

I asked, by way of question, whether
the Government was satisfied that these
buildings were cyclone-proof, and, of
course, the reply I received was along the
usual lines that according to economics
and so on, and taking everything into con-
sideration, they were as good as could be
erected. The buildings at Onslow which
were damaged by the cyclone are of the
same design as those in many other towns,
and they are definitely not suitable to
withstand cyclones.

Many of the houses are not strapped
down. There is a schoolhouse built by the
Housing Commission for the Education
Department and the battens are only skew
nailed. No bolts or strapping were used
and that type of house will definitely not
withstand a cyclone. That has been
Proved, and buildings like that are simply
standing there waiting for the next cyclone
to come along and blow them over.

Today I received a letter from the Min-
ister for Housing which reads as follows:-

The Hon. Chief Secretary on the
8th August, 1963. advised you that he
would make further inquiries in re-
gard to future construction of Comn-
mission houses to withstand cyclones,
particularly at Onslow. For your in-
formation I will advise that houses
now being erected in cyclonic areas
have additional holding-down bolts in-
corporated in the construction. This
means that the roof and walls are tied
down at intervals to the foundation
stumps.

I understand you contend that pri-
vate houses erected in the direct path
of the cyclone have been more im-
mune from damage than Commission
houses. In a report train the com-
mittee which examined the recent cyc-
lone damage at Onslow I am informed
that of the 68 houses damaged (56
private homes and 12 Commission
homes) four of the private houses were
damaged beyond repair but only two
of the Commission's houses came
within this category. You will see
therefore that by far the greater num-
ber of houses damaged were private
homes.

That comes about because I mentioned at
the time there were private houses that
withstood the blow in Onslow, and I re-
peat it. Housing Commission inspectors
have been there since the cyclone and
they must have seen that fairly recently
constructed houses at Onslow were not
damaged. The private houses which were
damaged, and to which the Minister re-
ferred in the letter, were old derelicts of
buildings which had served their useful
days and were being allowed to fall into a
state of disrepair to such an extent that

probably a cock-eyed bob would have
blown them over: and much of the dam-
age caused to other houses was undoubt-
edly caused by the flying debris from these
older homes.

The Housing Commission has sufficient
information to know that recently con-
struc ted private houses can withstand the
cyclones, and if the commission built a
similar type of house I feel sure many of
its problems would be overcome. How-
ever, to my way of thinking, the comnnis-
slon still likes to build houses with over-
hanging eaves and lovely little verandahs
protruding over what are supposed to be
patios. They are an invitation for any
cyclone to dispense with them. For years
and years people in the north-west have
been building houses to withstand cyclones:,
they have been doing it ever since the
place has been inhabited and the design
has proved to be effective. There are still
many old houses in every town in the
north-west which have been through prac-
.tically every cyclone that has hit the place,
and in the main the damage done has ojeen
only minor. Yet the Housing Commission
still perseveres with a design which it
maintains is cyclone-proof. However, it
never appears to work out that way.

The Minister mentions in the letter that
it is the commission's intention to tie dawn
future houses. However, as regards the
houses that are already built, there are
probably 50 in Port Hedland and the com-
mission has had some 12 months to do
something about strapping them down but,
to my knowledge, has done nothing in con-
nection with it. I issue the warning that
unless something is done before the next
cyclone period to make these houses
cyclone-proof a considerable amount of
damage will be done.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Have you asked
the Minister for Housing personally to
have the houses that are built strapped
down?

Mr, BICKERTON: I have not asked him.
I did not receive his letter until today.
But the Minister has three or four in-
spectors in the area and there have been
two or three architects through the north-
west looking at the houses. I have seen
the architectural division of the Hous-
ing Commission, with other north-west
members, from time to time, and we have
given them our ideas of what we consider
should be done. We can go no further;
and I still think that many houses, from
Carnarvon upwards, will be in serious
trouble during the next cyclone Period.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think you should
write to the Minister and tell him about
it.

Mr. BICKCERTON: The Minister can
take the message to him for me.
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I took the last
message to him and he replied in the terms
of the letter You read out.

Mr. BICKERTON: I thank the Minis-
ter for taking that information to the
Minister for Housing, but I can assure
him I am not happy with the information
I received from the Minister.

The Onslow Hospital is another problem,
and while the Minister for Health is in
the mood to speak to me I shall have a
few words to say about it. For five or six
years we waited for a new hospital to be
built at Onslow and its erection was com-
menced before the last blow. Now we
have no hospital. The old hospital which
was there, and which is still being used
by the department, is a death trap, and
if we have a cyclone I do not know to
where the patients can be evacuated. I
asked the Minister by way of question what
was being done in this direction and, if
I remember rightly, I think he told me
he was waiting on a report from Dr.
Rowe.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is correct.

Mr. BICKERTON: So we get back to re-
ports again. Everyone knows that Onslow
wants a hospital; everyone knows what
size the hospital should be; everyone
knows how soon it should be erected; but
what do we find? We are waiting on a
report to see whether it should be put
up. So we get back to the question of
procrastination again. I do not know if
we are ever going to get this hospital, or
whether the Government does not con-
sider it necessary, or whether it is part
of the policy of scuttling the township and
ensuring that if Onslow has the hide to
still live then some other methods will be
used to make sure it dies.

I do not know what the policy is regard-
ing the future of the town: nobody seems
to know that. But all that I request of
the Minister is that a hospital be erected
in Onslow even though it be on a moderate
scale, and that it be built in the shortest
possible time. Excuses that the town may
not be there for long do not come into the
matter. In these days of modern build-
ings it is possible to erect them and, if
necessary, they can be moved in a fortnight
to another centre. Proper prefabricated
buildings can be cyclone-proof. Uf the
Minister or the Government has any doubts
that Onslow will not be existing within a
certain time, I would like to dispel those
doubts, Onslow will still be there when
all of us have beards. Everyone seems to
think that one way of not proceeding with
the project is to say, "We have not made
up our minds on the general overall
policy." The reason the hospital Is not
there now is the fault of the Government,
without a doubt. It is not the fault of the
cyclone. The cyclone had nothing to do

with the fact that the hospital has not
been completed, and I make that statement
without any apology.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: You cannot say
that.

Mr. BICKERTON: The Government can-
not blame an act of God for the folly of
man. Tenders for the hospital were called
after five years of procrastination and the
building was commenced at the wrong time.

It had reached a stage of semi-comple-
tion right in the middle of the cyclone
period. The dumbest kid at the Onslow
school could tell the Minister that one
never erects buildings in the north-west at
a time when they will be semi-erected in
the middle of the cyclone period. I know
the builder even protested about having to
commence the hospital when he did, but
everyone said, "Go ahead", and that is
why there is no hospital there at the
moment. It certainly was not an act 3f
God.

There is only one other matter I want
to discuss and I bring it forward to see
whether other members are suffering the
same fate as I am-I refer to replies to
correspondence addressed to various Min-
isters. I am not going to sort out any
particular Minister, and I do not know
whether other members are experiencing
the same problem. However, I am finding
that to get an answer to a letter seems to
be more and more difficult. Two months'
delay is niot uncommon.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The hon-
curable member has another five minutes.

Mr. BICKERTON: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. it seems rather strange to me
that one can ask a question in the House
when the House is sitting and get an
answer the next day, but if one writes a
letter to a Minister when the House is not
sitting, or even when it is, something
seems to happen to it. One does not hear
about it for some two months, or no
decision is made for two months. Then
the departments have these neat little notes
which read to this eff ect: "Your com-
munication of such-and-such a date has
been received", and then there is a little
stamp at the bottom. I think whoever
hands out these little notes must think
that that is a reply to the letter, and that
is all there is to it; because nothing else
seems to come after that until one sends
along a6 follow-up. Then, if one is lucky,
one will get a reply. I sincerely hope I
am not the only one suffering in this way
because I would not like to finish up with
an inferiority complex.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: How often has
this happened to you?

Mr. BICKERTON: I have some cases in
my office if the Minister would like to look
at them.

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: I think you should
be a bit precise about this.
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Mr. BICKERTON: I will not deal with
individual departments, but the Minister
can have a look if he likes. I will give the
Minister the same answer as I get from
most Ministers: "I will not table the file,
but if you care to come to my office you
can have a look at it." My office is in the
dungeon and the Minister can have a look
at these cases in my office if he wishes to
do so.

Mr. Hawke: On a confidential basis!

MR. DUNN (Darling Range) [8.29
p.mn.): In speaking on this debate I would
like to say a few words on the subject of
water. I suppose it could be said that I
have chosen a very bad time indeed-

Mr. Tonkin: I think you are leading with
your chin,

Mr. DUNN: -to discuss such a subject.
Nevertheless, even the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition finds it necessary to in-
dulge in the habit of drinking water.

Mr. Norton: The water board will solve
all your problems.

Mr. DUNN: It is a very important sub-
ject and one which has been with us
throughout the years and, without any
doubt, will be with us in the years to comb.

Mr.. W. Hegney: I thought you got all
the water you wanted last year.

Mr. DUNN: I hope it will be possible-
if there are doubts about my ability to
express myself-for those who are suffi-
ciently interested to listen to what I have
to say to absorb it. I would draw the
attention of the House to the Lieutenant-
Goverhor's Speech, and in particular to the
passage which deals with water. To refresh
the memories of members I will read
what His Excellency had to say. It is as
follows-

In the Metropolitan Water Supply
-area satisfactory progress is being
maintained in the laying of the 54-inch
pipeline from Serpentine to the City,
while a 50-million gallon service reser-
voir at Bold Park has been completed.
The Comprehensive South of the river
sewerage scheme is proceeding and
land drainage of low-lying areas is
continuing.

'Nobody would have any quarrel with those
remarks; indeed it is most encouraging to
read them. I would, however, like to refer
to the fact that there is no mention there
of the problem confronting many indlvi-
vidual landholders on the subject of
obtaining sufficient water supplies to pro-
ceed with the development of their land
and, indeed, with the matter of irrigation
generally.

Of course we all understand that the
water problem is of national importance,
and that it is being handled very capably
indeed by the Commonwealth Government,

together with the various State Govern-
ments. If we in this State are to derive
the best advantages from our natural re-
sources, however, we could well take time
off to study the methods and activities of
some of the more developed and advanced
States of the Commonwealth.

Like other States we have financial prob-
lems, and together with those financial
problems the handicaps that beset land-
holders in their efforts to get for them-
selves-and in the long run for the nation.
and the State as a whole-the best results.
The problem is not confined to any particu-
lar part of the State, but it is general
throughout Western Australia. In each
area, however, it brings its own inherent
problems.

Full recognition must be given to the
part that this Government and, indeed,
the Governments of the past have played
in overcoming the State's water problem,
and in 'the development and conservation
of water. AS an instance of what I mean
I would refer to the comprehensive water
scheme, in which the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment plays so important a part. Per-
haps I could refer to something more
recent and more spectacular and mention
the Ord River scheme. This is of more
recent vintage and has a more spectacular
f]lvour. So much for the major develop-
ment of the water projects.

As I said earlier, I was more concerned
with the development by the smaller land-
holders, together with their responsibility
-- because they own the land-and the
sheer necessity for the development of
water facilities such as they are. Whilst
I acknowledge the work done by the various
departments-and in particular the Mines
Department, which is endeavouring to
correlate all the knowledge available on
water supplies-I would suggest that the
problem must be tackled on a much larger
and fuller scale, with much more solid
backing from the Government of the day.
whatever its political colour might be. I
sincerely hope, of course, that the present
Government will be the one to initiate
my suggestions.

New South Wales has tackled this Prob-
lem in a most efficient manner. That
State has what is known as a Farm Water
Supplies Act, 1946, under which the Water
Conservation Irrigation Commission has
power to assist landholders in the provi-
sion of water supplies on groups of farms
and individual farms for domestic stock
or, irrigation purposes. That would seem
to me to be a fairly practical and funda-
mental, though most necessary, way ol
approaching this problem.

The commission does in fact, where
necessary, inspect the holding in the first
place and give advice as to the possibility
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of increasing the water supply and provid-
ing storage facilities for water. Quite
apart from these advantages the commis-
sion also provides financial assistance.

One can well recall instances of our
local landowners--whether they be carry-
ing stock, or whether they be frultgrowers
or graziers makes very little difference,
because the basic problems remain the
same-requiring such assistance as is given
in New South Wales. it would seem fairly
logical that every facility available to the
Government should be directed and used
towards providing the assistance necessary
to those concerned; towards providing the
best possible advice and equipment. In
the ultimate, after having satisfied land-
owners that it is practical to proceed with
the conservation of water, and irrigation
by water, financial assistance is made
available by the Government of New South
Wales. This assistance is made available
under terms which are practical, and
commensurate with the overall possibility
of the particular landowner meeting his
obligations.

The advantages of the scheme operating
in New South Wales are, firstly, that the
landowner in his efforts to obtain adequate
wvater supplies does not indulge-as we
so often see happen here-in hit-and-miss
methods of approach. As members know,
in this State we have water borers moving
about haphazardly from one property to
another, and in many instances wasting
time, energy, money, and experience in
boring boarded wells.

Under the schemne operating in New
South Wales the commission makes avail-
able to the landowner on application the
services of a qualified engineer, or some-
body who has been trained in the matter
of discovering and harnessing water. This
is done in a very attractive manner, in that
the landowner can, on application, obtain
the assistance and guidance of one of these
officers to provide a broad overall picture
of what could and should be done in one
day.

I understand it has been the experience
of the commission in most instances that
one day is sufficient for a broad, overall
plan to be worked out. If the particular
problem requires further investigation,
then the commission makes available to
the particular landowner personnel at a
certain cost.

There could be subsequent figures to
those I am about to quote; but these are
the latest figures that I have. The scale
of charges for field work-that is, investi-
gations and surveys occupying more than
one day, or any part in excess of one day-
is £11 for an engineer who is made avail-
able. An engineer and one field assistant
are made available for £18 a day; and an
engineer and two field assistants for £25

a day. There are also sets of charges
for design work and for the provision of
s5pray irrigation systems as follows:-

acres E
5 ... .... 12

5to 10 .... ,..16

15 to 20 ... . ... . 22

(Plus £2 10s. for every 5 acres.
or part thereof, in excess of 20
acres.)

These charges are progressive up to 400
acres. The point I wish to make on these
cnarges is that the landholder is not
actually being put to any very great ex-
pense particularly when we consider be
has available to him expert knowledge and
guidance. If an expert officer decides after
one day of inspection that it is worth going
on with further investigations he gives the
necessary advice, after which the decision
is made by the landholder.

When we consider that many bores are
being put down on the possible chance
that if one goes down another 60 ft. one
might strike water-anid the price per foot
is £5-then one begins to realise this
scheme operating in Nlew South Wales is
more fair and practical, and one which
has a far greater chance of success. The
charges referred to, represent, as I have
indicated only part of the actual cost to
the commission, but the commission has
no alternative to making them. That is
understandable, of course; and there can
be no doubt that those charges, which
represent only a very small percentage
of the cost of any works, are almost in-
variably the means of saving the appli-
cant a far greater amount; because, as
I have said, he has the benefit of expert
advice, designs, and plans. etc., suited
to his particular requirements.

I think I indicated earlier that finan-'
cial asistance is made available and pay-
merits may be made over varying periods
according to the amount of finance, up
to a maximum of 15 years, with Interest
currently at the rate of 4j per cent.
Since we are going to be called upon-
because of all the information which is
becoming available to us--to produce
more and more; and since to the north
of us there are ever-increasing markets,
it would seem that now is the time some
very solid constnictive thinking and ac-
tion has to be taken in regard to pro-
ducing a plan for a system somewhat
similar system to that operating in New
South Wales.

I am also advised that a similar idea
operates in Queensland. So we have
available to us, if we so desire-and I
sincerely hope we do--the advantage of
their experience: and we would be very
unwise indeed if we did not avail our-
selves of that advantage. Some of us
will no doubt remember that the Minister
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for Works last year expressed very grave
concern regarding the problem of water
in Carnarvon. There is no doubt that
currently the officers of the Mines De-
partmnent and those associated with water
supplies generally are deeply concerned
with this problem; and there is every
indication, from remark-- that have been
passed, that possibly we are a little late
coming into the field.

I do not think we should be down-
hearted on that score. It so often happens
that if you come into the field late,
you come in with the advantage of the
experience of those who have gone before.
Whilst we may be a little behind in the
gathering and the collation of necessary
information on this subject at least we
do, as I said before have the very distinct
advantage of the experience of those two
larger States.

The present population of this State
is somewhere in the vicinity of 750,000,
and the estimate is that in the late 70's
it will be somewhere about a million
strong.. We have, of course, heard it said
so often-I would say rightly so-that
it is our duty and responsibility for our
own well-being and safety to populate our
State-in fact, the whole of Australia.
However, in this instance we are mostly
concerned with our own State. It would
be, to all intents and purposes, our best
line of economic and any other form of
defence.

To keep these people-shall we say for
the want of a better comparison-within
the requirements of European standards,
we will have to use every drop of water
available to us in natural resources. We
will have to see that it is harnessed and
used to the best possible advantage and
that none of it is wasted; and that as
much as possible is done to ensure that
the arable land of which we seem to have
plenty is used to the fullest and best ad-
vantage.

Na-one could gainsay the fact that that
requires adequate and properly harnessed
supplies of water. We do, of course, pro-
duce a lot of meat and wheat: but along
with that we have many smaller op-
erators. I refer now in particular to
those concerned with the production of
fruits such as citrus fruits, apples, and
the like, on land holdings which require
fairly intense cultivation by comparison
and which are reliant in no small degree
on fairly large supplies of water and
proper and efficient irrigation.

I would make a plea to this House and
to the Government that the numerous
cries for help and assistance from these
people be heard, and that we do not let
the situation drift until such time as we
aire finally forced to take action. Rather
let us use the information and the ex-
perience which is available to us. Let us

plan now and develop a proper method-
if one could call it that-for handling this
very Important and vital subject. I think
the financial burden should be spread
over the community as a whole and not be
left to individual 'landholders, because the
creation of a water supply is something of
a permanent nature and, in point of fact.
in the final analysis it belongs to the
State; and the people of the State in the
final analysis are those who derive the
benefit, perhaps some more than others.

Overall, I feel we are charged with ac-
cepting the challenge of producing to
the limit that our land will allow and to
accept that challenge I cannot help but
feel we are duty bound to produce some
system or method which will enable us
to fulfil what, I am sure, would be the ur-
gent desire of all members of this House.

M. JAMIJESON (Beeloo) (8.55 p.m.):
The Address-in -Reply as usual runs along
its merry way and there are many hobby
horses explained to the House and not a
great deal of listening by any person
takes place. Ministers, of course, are
fortunate in that many of them have
their departments cull the speeches to
ascertain the different matters that are
relevant to their particular departments;
and in some cases private members who
raise the issues after a time receive a
rather courteous reply to some suggestions
they have made. Some other departments
do not feel this is necessary and the time
spent by a private member on such
subjects as he might put forward is of
little avail. However, it has become the
usual practice for just about every person
in this House to discourse on the Address-
in-Reply, and I intend to be no exception
on this occasion.

I hope I will not detain the House any
longer than is absolutely necessary, but
I feel there are a few points worth dis-
cussing. Earlier this year the financial
editor of the Weekend News produced
some rather enlightening graphs and
statistics in respect of the economic situa-
tion in the State of Western Australia.
A typical article is one headed "Sag at
the Top."

That is very appropriate, because in my
opinion that is what this State is suffer-
ing from at the present time-there is a
sag at the top. The top administrators
are not able to grasp the requirements of
this State at its present stage of develop-
ment to, provide the necessary income. It
is all very well getting excited about new
industries, and that sort of thing: but the
member for Avon was far nearer the
mark-and he will have to be for a long
time-because we will have to bring in
income, and we will certainly not do that
from the produce of our factories-
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In this article there is an index of W.A.
factory production and how it started to
sag as compared with the Perth male
basic wage. The article reads-

The net production of W.A. fac-
tories in the past ten years has
doubled, and though the man on the
land has improved his output spec-
tacularly, the State's industrial revo-
lution has set a pace that will soon
change a tradition.

This year or next W.A. factories
will earn more than her land-

Here was the point: Par too much
emphasis in a primary producing State is
being placed on bringing industries here
while there is a ready availability of
economic gain for us in our own land.
Continuing-

-so long as the trend set in the Past
decade continues.

The doubt is reflected In statistics
tecently released, showing the 1961-62
improvement in net factory produc-
tion only 1.5 per cent-against 11.9
per cent. the previous fiscal year. And
there was a 14.4 Per cent. leap between
the years ending 1955 and 1956.

One of the leaps forward under the
regime of the present Government. The
article continues-

The graph shows the 10-year index
of WV.A. factories' net production. The
1952-53 figure of £49,191,000 is taken
as the base . . . just over half
the 1961-62 total of £98,041,418.

Often in the public mind inflation
takes the gloss off this type of boom.
* But the index of W.A. basic wages,
1953,63, shows that the value of out-
put from W. A. factories has not been
exaggerated by the rising cost of
living.

It is the sag at the top which gives
ground for concern. The cre!dit squeeze
must take much of the blame, but
some feel the State has been over-
sold and is suffering because of this.

This has been written by the financial
editor of the Weekend News-and it is
something we have been saying for a long
while. We cannot oversell a thing and
expect to get the wanted price.
While the Ministers in the present Gov-
ernment are pressing forward with their
ideas they are forgetting some of the basic
requirements of a State such as this. A
considerable amount of thought must be
put into the development of our primary-
producing areas. An article from the
Weekend News on the 27th April of this
year reads as follows:-

Mr. O'Neil: Are these articles written
by a person calling himself "Investor"?

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes.
Mr. O'Neil! I thought so.

Mr. JAMIESON: The article summarises
the position as seen by a person who does
not owe allegiance to this side of the
House, and it is very enlightening. It is
worth reading for the benefit of those
members who did not see it, and it is as
follows:-

DO WE REALLY NEED FOREIGN
CAPITAL?

"We're selling the house to pay the
grocer's bill," says Investor.

While Premier Brand tours the U.S.
and invites foreign capital to W.A., the
question arises: Do we really need
foreign capital?

The dogma that a young country
needs foreign capital for development
is actually as obsolete as the muzzle-
loading musket.

Canada was faithful to the prin-
ciple, until it awoke to find 85 per
cent, of its secondary industry in
foreign hands.

The bulk of it is in the hands of the
United States of America, of course. The
article continues-

The implication of attracting
foreign capital is that a flood of new
money is brought into the country
to establish new industries and so de-
velop resources. In fact, foreign in-
vestment takes more money out of the
country than it brings in.

Striking cases are the sale of State
Building Supplies and General Motors.

The S.E.S. sale was made on terms
which permitted the buyer to pay
everything from earnings within the
State.

Actually, not a penny came into the State.
The only thing they brought in to the
State was the name of the company, and
I do not know whether that was a very
great advantage. To continue the
article-

With 0.M.., far more has been
remitted in dividends and ploughed
back into assets-all without the need
for any money being brought into the
country.

In colonial days the new settler with
capital WAS needed to develop the
country.

But more recently company invest-
ment money does no more than seek
Profitable dividend-earning outlets. In
such cases the money is not a per-
manent import; the dividends are a
Permanent and continuing export.

In the annual Treasury balancing
act-annual income of foreign ex-
change against outgo-a flow of in-
vestment money from abroad can help
meet the annual bill for export of
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dividends. For this reason Govern-
ments are apt to exaggerate the neces-
sity for foreign investment..

However, foreign investment drains
more foreign exchange from the coun-
try than it is ever likely to bring
in, and the remission of dividends
means that more and more exports
are necessary to pay the difference.

It seems to be about time for stock-
taking, to ensure that we are not
selling the house piece-meal to pay
the grocer's bill.

Why, for example, should it be
necessary for the Premier to seek
foreign capital for a city development
project envisaged in the building of
a sunken railway line through Perth?

Does he really believe Australian
capital would not be forthcoming for
such a project if an Australian com-
pany were given the same terns as
he is prepared to off er in the United
States?

That is half our trouble. The Govern-
ment is prepared to offer all sorts of
fancy figures to attract into this State
of ours the industries that it indicates
to us will show dividends in the long run;
but it is doubtful whether they will show
dividends. What will finally happen is
that we will have to increase our primary
Production to make up for the outgoing
from the country to balance our income
by overseas trade with these commodities.

It is quite clear that in this last fin-
ancial year our exports have dropped and
our imports have increased. We know
very well that we cannot build up any
expert line other than primary production
for a considerable number of years. It is
true that partially developed projects, such
as the alumina industry, have established
themselves here. We must remember, of
course, that the major production of. -the
alumina ingot will take place in the Eastern
States. A few industries like that will be
sops compared with the amount of money
we could get in from other sources.

The W.A. Work Sheet lists Quite a few
Projects which are coming here. These
include the standard gauge railway which
is on its way; the B.H.P. blast furnace:
the navy radio station; the Ord River
diversion scheme, which is nearly finished,
anyway, and will not be requiring many
more men in the future; the Alcoa Com-
pany: the Muja power house; B.P., which
is nearly finished; and the Koolyanobbing
iron ore deposits.

There is a bit of a query on the last-
mentioned project. It has been featured
two or three times in the Press. Every
three or four months another article is
Printed on the same iron ore. Finally,
someone on the Government side is going
to be in difficulties explaining that we do

not own it because it has been Bold to
someone else, anyway. The height of sell-
ing has reached just about its limit.

It is worth mentioning a few extracts
from this particular feature in the Week-
end News of the 12th January, entiled
W.A. Work Sheet, as follows:-

W.A. is easing into a major indus-
trial boom which will bring millions
of pounds into the State and create
job opportunities for thousands.

But this is still a pie in the sky to
the State unemployed.

This was in January. There has been
more unemployed since then. The ankile
continues--

There were 5,757 of them in Nov-
ember. The figure is likely to have
reached 6,9 00 by Christmas and go
close this month to the record 7,576
set in January last year.

We know it has even exceeded that. To
continue-

The Position has been exaggerated
by the number of children leaving
school, children of the early post-war
baby boom.

That should have been known by any Gov-
ernment, and provision should have been
made to ensure that more jobs than usual
were available for school-leavers when this
particular era arrived. The article con-
tinues-

About half the State's unemployed
are under 21 . . . and many of
them will still be on the unemployed
register in March or April.

Many are still on the unemployment regis-
ter and this is one of the greatest prob-
lems. If we are not able to find some way
of training these young people in indus-
tries established in decentralised areas
and in rural production, we cannot hope
to Promote decentralisation. The article
continues--

Three other points tend to take the
gloss off the picture of W.A.'s econ-
omnic outlook:

*1 Many of the big new projects
will not be in top gear for months
or even years.

* They may need a big work force
at their peak, but often they call on
only a handful of workers as at the
Ord now during The Wet.

* Much of the capital outlay quoted
will be spent outside W.A. and will not
benefit the State.

All this leads me back to the fact that
there has to be a greater drive in the
other form of industrialisation, and that
is the industrialisation of the land-the
development of it on a far greater scale
than we have ever seen in this State
before.

It is high time we departed from the
portfolio of Minister for Industrial De-
velopment, and created one of minister for



[Wednesday, 28 August, 1983.)

trade promotion, because I do not think
there is anything wrong with our method
of producing primary products in this
State. We have the know-how and the
right research people. We always seem
to be able to make our own advances, and
are not behind the fence In any way in
t"his sphere. However, we are certainly
not doing enough in the primary produc-
tion field to keep up with the necessary
balance in income.

In the book written by Dr. Sehapper and
Mr. M. L. Parker on the industrialisation
of Western Australia, which has caused
a considerable amount of comment-par-
ticularly by the Minister for Industrial
Development-it is clearly indicated where
better capital assets will come from within
the next several decades. It will be quite
easy to achieve something from the land
within two or three years compared with
the development of these other projects
which may or may not materialise, Trade
in heavy industry has the habit of fluc-
tuating considerably. We have only to
consider the recession which is taking place
in Japan and about which the Minister for
industrial Development told us to realise
this is so. He stated that Japan would
not require the iron ore until its problems
had been ironed out.

That sort of thing occurs every now and
again in this world;, and I would say that
the main thing to do is to go ahead and
plan our economy in this State, particu-
larly on the development of markets over-
seas. if we had a Minister appointed for
that particular development, althiough the
Commonwealth Government would have
something to say in regard to its control
of exports and imports I think it would
be hard pressed to resist any move on the
part of the ministry in this State which
went out to sell its products atnd created
more markets and demands. We must
bear in mind that while we are doing this
we must spend some money.

We all know Sir William Gunn's
experience in this matter. We have to
promote this sort of thing and more money
has to be channelled to this project over-
seas. It is of passing interest to note the
terrific trade that is now conducted be-
tween Japan and the United States. Japan
is the most westernised country of the
East, and its trade with America at the
turn of the century was practically zero.
But now it is of considerable importance
between those two countries.

It is also important to realise the prob-
lem of promoting any particular product
from this country in countries highly
westernised. In Japan alone there are
something like 120 TV stations in that
small area. About 20 of them, of course.
transmit fully in colour, It makes the cost
of promoting over that sort of medium
very high, but it has to be done in order
that our products might be sold.

I am only instancing this particular
case of Japan because I feel that within
the next 40 years the knowledge of the
standard of Japanese living will be gained
bY the Indonesian and Malaysian people,
and a considerable amount of foodstuffs
will be required in those areas.

What does it matter if we become the
granary for the Malaysian-cum-Indo-
nesian section of the world, while they
supply us with some other form of goods
in return? They may well be able to set
up manufacturing plants there because of
the labour potential they have, but they
certainly do not have the open acreage
we possess, which is necessary to provide
the food which their population needs.

So we have to go into those areas and
promote the produce of the State. If the
Commonwealth tries to interfere we will
have to insist on our right to do our own
marketing in the Near East. because of
the abundance of markets there.

It is not much use any more sending
Ministers to London, or anywhere past the
Indian Ocean, because we will then be in
a competitive market which is already well
accommodated by the nations that are
providing the foodstuffs and the where-
withal] for it. We want to break into
and raise the standard of living in the
countries that are close to us. The way
to do that is to have some arrangenment
through the World Bank. That, too, would
have to be negotiated through the Com-
monwealth. These are matters that should
be discussed with a minister for trade
promotion, and, if that were done, within
a few years we would find ourselves in
a position to do a far greater amount of
trade with these people than we do at
present.

There is another thing that can be
done. We have seen, particularly over re-
cent years, the success of various trade
ships that have been sent to ports in the
Malaysia area. Well, we have a State
Shipping Service and sometimes there arc
slack periods of trade in the north-west,
so what would be wrong with the State
providing its own trade ship and
sending along the representatives of the
various producing sections such as the fruit
producers, the grain producers, and others
associated with different primary pro-
ducts? Trade could thus be promoted by
means of our own State Shipping Service-

So much for that particular aspect of
primary producticn as against manufac-
tured production. I think it' speaks for
itself, and I now proceed to another issue.
I have asked several questions on rail
standardisation, and the Minister recently
said there would be no move to stand ardise
the line between Perth and Premantle, be-
cause this would make it easier for the
through railway in the main Perth area
to be a sunken railw'iy He said it would
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be easier if there were no standardised
railway through that section. In view of
what he has said it would appear that we
are going to delay the standardisation of
the railway in this section; and if we are
going to delay it now when we are alter-
ing the present railway, we will not be in-
terested in dealing with it ultimately.
Today I asked the Minister-

In view of his recent announcement
that the standardisation. of the rail-
way line between Perth and Fremantle
would not now be proceeded with, does
this mean that the ultimate complete
standardisation of the State railway
system has been abandoned?

The reply was: "No." I do not know what
sort of economics the Minister works under,
but surely if we are going to make any
move there, now is the time to have stan-
dardisation put in,

Mr. Court: The answer is quite simple.
It is duplication of standard gauge and
narrow gauge through a heavily built up
area, which is a costly business.

Mr. JAMdIESON: But if the Government
is going to do it eventually, it will be even
more costly. If it is done now in conjunc-
tion with the overall project, it will be,
assisted by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. As far as the other alteration Is
concerned it is a matter of Tweedledum
and Tweedledee; and it will probably be
carried out more efficiently if it is done
at the same time as the proposed new
route. But the fact of its not being pro-
ceeded with in that particular area indi-
cates to me much doubt as to whether
ultimately this section between Perth and
Fremantle wvill be done.

If it is not done, when the economics of
railway transport are fully investigated in
another 40 or 50 years, the first thing that
will occur will be the elimination of the
suburban service. That must be so,
because surely we are not just going to
maintain so much rolling stock for a
3 ft. 6 in. gauge railway in the metropoli-
tan area and have the rest of our rolling
stock equipped for a 4 ft. 81 in. railway.
The time to do this. is in conjunction with
the overall project. Whben lowering the
railway through the centre of Perth, surely
we must provide for the 4 ft. 8* in. line,
or forget about it altogether.

Mr. Court: I propose to explain it when
I speak on the Railway Estimates. Rt can
be taken care of so that there is no prob-
lem later on in substituting one gauge for
another.

Mr. JAMIESON: It seems rather strange
that the Minister has not proceeded with
it now. Later it is doubtful whether the
Commonwealth will come to the party in
providing assistance for the line between
Perth and Fremantle, It might in the

overall picture; but later, when it Is a
separate project, it will be the State that
will be meeting the bill.

It is of interest to know that the final
agreement is in sight with the Midland
Railway Company, and we wait very
anxiously to see what has occurred in the
discussions with that company. It is of
passing interest to say that the Daglish
Government fell on the same issue. It was
struggling to make its way in those days
when it came down rather rapidly due to
the excessive figure that Mr. Daglish pro-
Posed to pay to the company.

So we will wait until we have the agree-
menit before us. But it will need to be very
clear and concise; otherwise there will be
a number of people who, in view of the
Hawker Siddeley sell-out, will be' very
much up in arms at the terms of the pro-
posed agreement.

Mr. Court: I think they will be very
happy about that agreement; even you
will be satisfied with this one.

Mr. JAMIESON: I now deal with the
recommendation of knighthood in respect
of Sir Frank Ledger. The recomnmenda-
tion for the high position that he
now has must have come from this
Government. While not having any-
thing in particular against Sir Frank
Ledger, I wonder whether it was a
very wise choice on the part of the Gov-
ernment to recommend his knighthood
because of his industrial service. Some
others have given mighty industrial service
to the State. Mr. Bunning and Mr. Tom-
linson are associated with very big pro-
jects, to say nothing of a number of
builders who have been responsible for the
industrial might the State has because of
their building know-how and their work
over many years.

Having had some experience of Sir
Flank Ledger when I was on the Cham-
berlain industry committee some years ago,
I doubt whether this gentleman was de-
serving of the honour that he finally got.
He must have had friends at court, and
the recommendation went forward. I re-
mind the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment that at the time he was on this com-
mittee with the now Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and Mr. Watts, one of the recommen-
dations was the appointment of Mr. Ledger
to the board of control.

Because of this recommendation I made
it my business to go out to Chamberlain
Industries, which was then under the
control of Mr. Maher, to sound out the
people who were in charge as to what
they thought of him. They were highly
alarmed, mainly because of the prefabri-
cated products that had been let out to
his firm. They had been causing the
tractor industry nio end of trouble. A lot
of industrialists who received subcon tracts
at the time must be looking glumly at
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the Government now because they would
know very well that this was taking place.
Many implements bad to be remade at
the request of the then administrators of
Chamberlain Industries because of their
lack of know-how to handle the contracts
they took on.

Mr. Court: Your Government must
have thought well of him.

Mr. JAMIESON: Did it? It had no
alternative.

Mr. Court;, It sent him to England.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, but as the rep-
resentative of whom?

Mr. Court: I presume you had some
say as to who went; you paid.

Mr. JAMIESON: We are not like the
present Government. We do not say.
"We would like you to select a represen-
tative," and the one selected is the rep-
resentative it has to be. At least the
organisations had the right to select their
own representative. If we had selected
them, does the Minister think we would
have selected people of such liberal calibre
as the two who went? Of course not! It
was not like the Minister who when ap-
proa~ched to have a representative of the
trade unions on delegations said, "Wait
till it has broken away from the political
Labor Party and we will have a look at
it then." He does not know what he is
doing, because the further they get away
from the Labor Party, the more political
they will get- That has been the experi-
ence of the trades and labour councils
and the A.C.T.U. movements In the East-
ern States. If he thinks he will make
any difference on that score by the intro-
duction. of his Ideas in this State, he has
another think coming.

Mr. Court: Your Governmnent was
highly delighted at the nomination of Sir
Frank Ledger, then Mr. Ledger.

Mr. JAMIESON: It was not highly de-
lighted.

Mr. Court: It seemed to be.

Mr. JAMIESON: 'He did a reasonably
good job while he was away. As a matter
of fact, he was one of those who had to
take the brunt of the criticism levelled
by Sir Halford Reddish as he went
around Britain trying to get various in-
dustries and interests to come to this
State.

I wish to say a little more on local
topics, and I refer to road signs. I would
like to comment on the habit of the Main
Roads Department of providing signs in
places where they are most confusing,
and are not required. One I wish to
mention Is the sign at Acton Avenue at
the back of Kewdale where Acton Avenue
runs into Newburn Road. Within a few

yards of the end of Acton Avenue there
Is a big notice which says, "End of Speed
Limit", indicating that this is the end of
the metropolitan area. Of course, if we
turned left we would run out of road com-
piletely at that juncture within a very
short distance, and if we turned right
in another 200 yards we would come
to another sign which says, "Metropolitan
Area. Speed limit 35 m~p.h." if we go
the other way along Newburn Road we
strike a sign. "End of Speed Limit", and
if we proceeded we would be in a swamp
because there is nothing ahead of the
sign.

If we go along another road, the
Great Eastern Highway, we find the end
of the speed limit is somewhere near
Darlington; and if we go along the Bun-
bury road it is the other side of Armadale.

Just exactly where the metropolitan area
exists, I would not know. A person can
go along Hardy Road and find one of these
signs only about eight miles from the
o...

Surely there is no need for this con-
fusing system of signs that have just
willy-nilly been erected. It seems as
though the department sent the office boy
and a typiste out, and that wherever they
thought fit to put up a sign they erected
one; because there is no system, rhyme,
or reason, associated with the placing
of these signs at all. It Is high time the
department had a look at the overall
position of signs. Indeed the Traffic De-
partment is a little apt not to take
enough notice of local conditions.

It was some time ago that I first drew
attention to the problem which presented
itself at the junction of Oats Street, Albany
Highway, and Hiliview Terrace. I think
that is a correct explanation of the
junction because, after passing over Albany
Highway, Hillview Terrace takes the name
of Oats Street. At that junction, on the
eastern side, it was very difficult to see
if there were any traffic approaching along
Albany Highway until one absolutely got
into the middle of the traffic stream.

On that occasion the department replied
to me stating that it did not consider the
suiggestion I made was worth while. How-
ever, it did not advise me of the move it in-
tended to make. The department erected
a- "Stop" sign at that junction; but, un-
fortunately, that did not improve the
position. I can enlighten the honourable
member who has Just whispered to me
that I was not caught at that "Stop" signr
but at another one.

one still had to venture out into the
centre of the road in order to see properly
if any traffic were approaching. On the
2nd November, 1982, I again wrote asking
if further consideration could be given to
a "No Parking" area being provided in
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Albany Highway to enable a motorist to see
any oncoming traffic in Albany Highway.
However, similar to the lack of considera-
tion received by other members who have
lodged complaints with the Traffic Depart-
ment, I have heard nothing about the
matter since I wrote on the 2nd November
last. Recently, however, the department
itself must have awakened to the fact that
it was desirable to have a "No Parking"
area in the vicinity of this junction in
Albany Highway, because one has now been
created at that spot. This would indicate
that a private member who has Intimate
knowledge of a local problem existing
in his territory is given scant consideration.
and little notice is taken of any suggestion
he might make to the department con-
cerned.

Whilst on the subject of "Stop" signs. I
point out that my colleague, the member
for Balcatta, asked a question concerning
them. I understand there are 681 now
erected in the metropolitan area. Good-
ness knows how much such a large number
of these signs is costing commerce these
days! It is all very well to speak of safety
precautions. I know that one of my former
colleagues gave a talk on safety precautions
in regard to motor vehicles, and the very
next day his vehicle was turned over, go
perhaps it is not advisable for me to speak
on safety precautions.

in my opinion, however, the "Stop"
signs should be reserved for a specific
purpose, and should not be erected, willy-
nilly, at practically every intersection in
the metropolitan area. The instruction
on the sign is not clear enough. The word
"Stop" does not mean anything, actually.
Even the regulation relating to "Stop"
signs is not sufficiently clear because the
interpretation placed upon it by the Police
Department is not in accordance with the
regulation itself. The interpretation of
the regulation by the Police Department
is that one must stop and must not proceed
whilst there is a vehicle approaching from
the right. That may be so. It then goes
on to give another interpretation. Inci-
dentally, this was given during a lecture I
attended recently, so I would not know-

Mr. Bickerton: Why did you have to
attend the lecture?

Mr. JAMIESON: I was forced to attend;
but it proved to be most interesting to
see the type of attitude adopted by the
police following the various complaints
they had issued against some of the
offending drivers present. Regulation 191A
(1) as appearing in the Government
Gazette of the 30th September. 1955. reads
as follows:-

Where pursuant to regulation 29'7 a
sign displaying the word "STOP" is
marked, erected or placed on a road
at any approach to an intersection or
a, junction, a person driving a vehicle

or an animal towards the intersection
or junction, as the case may be. Past
the sign-

(a) shall, before entering the
intersection or junction, stop
the vehicle or animal, and.
having stopped it,

(b) shall not, unless he can do so
with safety, Proceed without

(i) giving Way to any ve-
hicle or animal ap-
proaching from his
right side, and

(!I) ensuring that the inter-
section or junction is
sufficiently clear to
enable him to proceed.

That last provision means what it says;
namely, that one shall give way to a
vehicle or animal no matter from which
direction it is approaching. However, the
interpretation placed upon it by the Police
Department is that one has the right of
way if a vehicle is approaching from the
left, but one bas not because the onus is
on the driver at the "Stop" sign.

The words "Give Way" are a very clear
instruction. Should a person be involved
in an accident after he passes a "Give
Way" sign, he knows he is in trouble.
There is no need to sort out whether
that person has stopped or done the right
thing. He is clearly in the wrong if he
goes through a "Give Way" sign, and
that is the sign that should be erected
around the metropolitan area in place of
the "Stop" signs which are erected now.
As I have said, "Stop" signs should be
reserved for a specific purpose, at particu-
lar spots such as a railway crossing. The
red light would show there is a stop sign
there.

It could also be erected at other junc-
tions where there is a particular need for
it, but the Main Roads Department is mak-
ing a farce of the traffic code and regula-
tions by distributing them as it is doing
now. These signs are even placed at inter-
.sections where there would not be any con-
fliction of traffic in any one half hour
during the whole of the day. The situa-
tion is ridiculous. The department may
as well erect a. "Stop" sign at every inter-
section. If it did no-one would get any-
where. I suggest that half of these signs
should be removed and replaced with
either the "Give Way" sign, or the "Slow
15" sign which does give some indication
of danger. If a person is going to drive
to the detriment or safety of his fellow
drivers, a "Stop" sign is not going to deter
him any more than a "Give Way" or a
"Slow 15" sign would. In fact, probably
the "Give Way" sign would have mare
effect Upon him.

Some while ago I had representations
made to me by the superintendent of Sis-
ter Kate's Children's Home for further as-
sistance for his wards. To may knowledge
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the Government has done nothing towards
granting this assistance, although I re-
ceived a letter from the Minister for
Child Welfare some time ago informing
me that the matter was receiving consid-
eration. Some interesting features that
were made known to the Minister at the
time axe worth repeating to this House.
This letter reads as follows:-

The Honourable the Minister for
Child Welfare,
Dear Sir,

With reference to the deputation
which waited upon you on the 20th
March, I beg to present our case in
so far as it affects Sister Kate's Chil-
dren's Home.

Unit Cost: The average cost of main-
taining a child is over £5 per week
(£5 l0s. 5d. in 1961-62). This in spite
of low staff salaries, free medical.
dental and hospital treatment, and
generous gifts of clothing, food, furn-
ishings and equipment.

Total Cost: The total cost of main-
taining the Home (exclusive of capital
expenditure) was £16,646 in 1961-62
of which the Government contribu-
lions amounted to £4,614 and public
subscriptions £5,104.

Similarly, the total cost in 1962-63
was £17,008 and the State and Com-
monwealth Governments contributed
£:6,430 and the public £8,348.
Government Assistance:

Child Welfare Department wards
£2 6s. per week.

Native Welfare Department wards
£2 2s. 6d. per week.

Child Endowment (all children)
10s. per week.

Capital Expenditure: tIn addition to
the maintenance of children, all- capi-
tal costs of new buildings, sporting
and cultural facilities' must be met by
the Home. This has exceeded £27,000
over the past two years.

Education: Employment of children
leaving school is steadily becoming
more difficult. This year it has been
particularly noticeable that employers
are not prepared to consider applica-
tions for apprenticeship from boys or
girls who do not have a junior certifi-
cate.

This means that all children must
have a high school education.

This involves extra food, clothing,
fares, fees, books and quite a consider-
able amount of unlisted expenditure.
IIt is, therefore, quite a reasonable

assumption that a high school student
costs the home more than £5 per week.

It Is not considered good policy to
send a child to school clothed, or
otherwise provided for, in a manner
inferior to that of other children at-
tending the school.-

In appealing for additional subsidy.
therefore, it does not appear unrea-
sonable that any such addition should
be further supplemented by at least
l0s. Per week for the high school child.

We are only asking for help In our
endeavours to turn out a product of
which the community need noat feel
ashamed.

Homes of this type scattered around the
metropolitan area are of great assistance
to the Government. Apart from Sister
Kate's Children's Home there is Castle-
dare, Clontarf, and quite a few others, and
they are deserving of the greatest assist-
ance from the Government. If the Child
Welfare Department allows children out
in the care of foster parents, it is prepared
to pay the foster parents an amount far
greater Per child than is paid to each of
the children in these homes. That should
not be so. These organisations are trying
their hardest to give children a good
education so they may have a good chance
in life. If anything is to be of advantage
to any of the half-caste children cared for
at Sister Kate's Home it is a high standard
of education, because already they are suf -
fering a great disadvantage in being
half-castes. Many social climbers in the
community seem to reject them as equals.
So the Government has a duty to provide
a better service by making finance avail-
able to these organisations.

Getting a little closer to our own require-
ments, I thought I might strike a blow
for the hard-pressed politicians by writing
to the Acting Premier on a matter that
has irked me somewhat. In regard to this
I do not specifically wish to see the Ord
River project, What irked me was the fact
that droves of parliamentarians, bath
Federal and those from other States, have
been travelling through this State over the
last year or so on their way to being taken
to the Ord River project at no cost to
themselves. They are then returned to
their home States free of cost. The object
of this is to enable them to see what is
going on with the Ord River project. Many
of these politicians have been travelling
under the guise that they are a member
of some State committee or other and, as
a result, do not have to find anything to
meet the cost of their transportation, or
indeed the cost of their victualling.

For that reason I wrote to the Acting
Premier. Despite the fact that we had an
excellent committee which deals with
these matters, I felt there would be no
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harm in twisting the arm of the Acting-
Premier a little more. I wrote to him on
the 27th June, 1963, as follows-

Dear Sir,
I draw to your attention the ever-

increasing number of parliamentarians
visiting the Ord River-Kununurra pro-
jects, the one anomaly about this
being, of course, that with the excep-
tion of a few privileged persons from
this State Parliament, these members
are either interstate Federal members,
who because of their travel vouchers
are able to make this journey without
cost to themselves, or State members
sponsored by various committees of
their Parliaments, such as works and
planning, etc,, under the guise of
obtaining experience and information
for matters concerning their State.

Mr. Nalder: Did you get a reply?
Mr. JAMIESON: Yes; I am going to

read that, too.
Mr. Nalder: It was a little bit different

from that sent to the member for Pilbara.
Mr. JAMIESON: The letter continues--

Under these circumstances. I feel it
is high time that your Cabinet gave
thought to allowing each State mem-
ber the privilege of visiting a remote
area each year, which is not on the
normal Gold Pass travel concession
routes,

This, besides allowing State mem-
bers to receive an on-the-spot indi-
cation of what is going on in the Ord
River project, would also permit many
to widen their field of knowledge as
to the many problems of other remote
areas in this State, and by so doing,
they would be in a better position to
make determinations in the Parlia-
ment of the State.

I trust that you and your Cabinet
will give very early consideration to
granting this suggested concession.

The Acting Premier replied on the 11th of
July in the following manner-

Dear Sir,
I have for acknowledgement your

letter of the 27th June, in which you
suggest that Cabinet should consider
allowing each State Member the privi-
lege of visiting a remote area each
year not on the normal Gold Pass
travel concession routes.

As you will probably be aware, there
is a concession already in existence
whereby Members of Parliament are
entitled to travel free within the
State on a State Shipping Service
vessel once in three years, subject to
the requirement of the payment of 30s.
per day sustenance.

In this direction a check indicates
that for the years 1959, 1960, and
1961 only five Members of Parliament,

other than yourself, availed themselves
of this concession. Based on these
figures It does not appear that there is
an Increasing demand for further con-
cessions.

The matter however will be kept in
mind and will be discussed further
on the return of the Hlonourable Pre-
mier.

I have no arguments with the last para-
graph of the letter; but I have plenty of
arguments with the penultimate paragraph.
The Acting Premier might just as well
have said, had all members of Parliament
travelled on the State Shipping Service in
those Years, that there were so many
people using the service that there was
no need to issue passes.

I do not know whether or not Cabinet
realises the fact, but many members can-
not afford to spend 25 days travelling to
and from the north-west. They cannot
afford the time to go to Cosmo Newbery,
Esperanee, or anywhere else.

Mr. Nalder: Plenty of members find 28
days in which to go to the eastern States.

Mr. JAMIESON: They do not need to
take that length of time. I have made a
few trips east. One can get to Sydney
in four days, and in nine days one can
be back in this State. It would not be
the first time that I have done that. On
several occasions I have gone to Mel-
bourne, attended to a matter there, and
travelled back to Western Australia the
same day. But that is not the point. I
am not in favour of some members being
privileged to go off on a holiday jaunt
with their wives. I believe the privilege
should be made available for members
to use personally once a year if they want
to. Probably not half the members would
use that privilege.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. W. A.
Manning): The honourable member has
another five minutes.

Mr. JAMIESON: Transport services are
available these days, and the Government
should ensure that members are enabled
to see all that it is necessary for them
to see.

I have seen a lot of these things which
are going on In the north, and a number
of my fellow members have not. Many
members cannot afford the time to be
away from their constituencies for so long,
and it Is not reasonable to ask them to
do so. Why do not the Miisters travel
by ship? Simply because they have not
the time. I doubt whether the Acting
Premier made many trips up north when
he was a private member, because It would
have taken up too much of his time. It
is also very expensive. It is interesting
to note that if a member wants to take
his wife for a holiday, they can travel to
Calmns and stay there a week at a cheaper
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rate than if they went to Darwin and back
on a State ship. The Government is
driving members out of their own State.

I now propose to deal with local govern-
ment elections. This matter caused a con-
siderable amount of worry to some people
earlier in the year. I -am of the opinion
that local government will not get any-
where until It accepts party politics. A
lot of people will not go along with me
on this. Most local governing bodies are
nothing but elaborate clubs. There is
nothing inside of them and there is
nothing outside. Their members get in
and they stay there year in and year out,
not because they are good members for
their districts; not because they are par-
ticularly interested in their work, but be-
cause they are more interested in the
prestige associated with the positions they
hold.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: 1 think local gov-
ernment has done a very good job.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, to a degree. But
It would do a better job if party politics
were involved. We need people with ideas,
and there would not be many ideas forth-
coming if, for instance, we had a Parlia-
ment made up of individuals. We would
not get anywhere. The only system
which works properly is the party system.
Local government is connected with
politics. If party politics is good for the
top, it is also good for the bottom.

Mr. Nalder: You are wide of the mark.
Mr. JAMIESON: If there were people

on local governing bodies who were con-
stantly agitating for better results, we
would be getting away from the club
atmosphere. It is difficult to find candi-
dates for local government. Look how
hard it was to get candidates for the Perth
City Council! Many wards went uncon-
tested, because people were not prepared
to stand. People have to spend several
hundred pounds at an election, and then
all they get usually is abuse from the rate-
payers. To enter local government is very
worth while. It is an important position.
But I do not think anyone should be dis-
advantaged In accepting a. position in
local government. It should be possible
for local government to give them some-
thing in return-

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. W. A.
Manning): Order! The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

31R. BURT (Murchison) [9.55 p.m.]:
In supporting the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply, I would mention
that one of the points in the Lieutenant-
Governor's Speech which impressed me
was the fact that few, if any, of the Gov-
ernment's future proposals apply to my
electorate. Of course, that is no fault
of the Government: it is due simply to
the unfortunate conditions which apply to
the Murchison, and which have applied

since the last war. Unfortunately, that
part of Western Australia is unable
to receive many industrial advantages
which have applied to other parts of the
State in recent years. We miss out alto-
gether on iron ore production because we
are too far from the seaports. We have
not the advantage of rainfalls which the
Kimberleys experience-an advantage
which has resulted in the wonderful Ord
River scheme. We have not the agricul-
tural advantages of the south-western dis-
tricts.

Therefore, as is usual in my speech to
the Address-in-Reply, I have quite a numi-
ber of grizzles because of the disadvantages
suffered by the people in the Murchison
portion of my electorate. These people
are not properly catered for in legislation,
both State and Federal. I should like to
emphasise the plight of the Murchison
electorate whenever a redistribution of
boundaries takes place.

Many Years ago, when the Murchison
was booming with gold production, five or
six members were sent to this House. But
as the mines were gradually worked out
and were closed, the number of seats was
reduced, until after the second world war
the Murchison was represented by only
two seats; namely, the Mt. Magnet-
Leonora seat, and the Murchison seat. By
the 1950's the population was further re-
duced and these two seats were combined
into one, which was known as the Mur-
chison seat. Then in successive redistri-
butions more and mnre people were added
to this particular electorate as a result of
the boundaries being extended southwards.
It Is now the most unbalanced State elec-
torate in the whole of Australia.

Mr. Jamieson: You are not implying
that the electors are unbalanced?

Mr. BURT: The electors are a very bal-
anced lot, and they stand their treatment
very well; and their member is also bal-
anced, I trust. After the last redistribu-
tion there were 5,565 people on the Mur-
chison roll. Of that figure, 3,251, or 58
per cent, were living within about half a
square mile in Kalgoorlie, while the bal-
ance were strewn over one-third of West-
ern Australia, an area of 330.000 square
miles.

Immediately those boundaries were pub-
lished I received a large number of let-
ters from people living in the southern
part of the Murchison electorate complain-
ing, and justifiably so, that they were
practically disfranchised. If this same
system of allocating boundaries persists,
the Murchison electorate-which unfor-
tunately is still losing citizens from its
northern parts--will finish up in a most
lopsided and incongruous fashion. There
is only one way that situation can be
avoided; that is, by forming the Murchison
proper into a fourth area seat, similar to
the situation which exists in the three
north-west electorates.
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It is interesting to note that the com-
bined total of electors in the Gascoyne,
Pilbara, and Kcimberley electorates is ion
than the total of the Murchison portion
of my electorate; yet those electorates
supply three members of Parliament to
this House, while my electorate supplies
only one. I realise that such an amend-
ment would require a constitutional
majority, but I feel members on both
sides of the House fully realise the posi-
tion; and if such legislation is introduced
they will find it very difficult tQ oppose
it.

There is a line of latitude, the 30th
Parallel, which runs east and west in this
State between Menzies and Kalgoorlie;
that would obviously be the line by which
to adjust the southern boundary for a
fourth area seat. I trust this Govern-
ment will give earnest consideration to
giving the People of the Murchiso'n
the same rights and privileges as are
given to people in the north-west.

The only way I can liken the Position
to that which applies at the present time
to the Murchison is to say this: Let the
Oeraldton electorate be divided in half,
and let the member of the northern halt
take in the whole of the Gascoyne, P11-
bars, and Kinmberley electorates in his
seat. That would put his electorate on
a Par with the Murchison seat at the
present time. That gives the House some
idea of the incongruity of the present rep-
resentation.

Mr. Norton: Are you now referring to
area or Population?

Mr. HURT: To both. I do not think
there is much difference between the
areas of the north-west electorates, and
the Murchison electorate. Regarding the
disabilities of my electors, I was rather
intrigued to hear the member for Pilbara
stress tonight so humorously and force-
fully the high cost of electricity in Roe-
bourne. I want to point out to him and
to other members representing north-
west electorates that their constituents,
being lucky enough to live north of the
26th parallel, receive tremendous bene-
fits which are not applicable to those
living below that parallel,

Mr. Norton: What are those benefits?
Mr. BURT: First and foremost is the

large benefit of additional income tax
deduction. Living north of the 26th
Parallel one would immediately deduct
£210, plus half of the dependants' allow-
ance, from the income to be taxed.

Mr. Norton: What is the difference
between the living conditions in Kalgoor-
lie and those in the north-west?

Mr. BURT: There would not be very
much difference between the living con-
ditions at the two centres, but there is
a tremendous difference in the living con-
ditions at Wiluna and Laverton, compared

with those in the north-west. We lose a
tremendous lot in that respect. To be eligi-
ble for the income tax deductions en-
joyed by those living north of the 26th
parallel, a person has to have a wife and
two children. He could achieve the same
deductions without going to that trouble
by moving north of the 28th parallel to
live. There are numerous other con-
cessions, such as the allowance to school
children, and the living-away-from-home
allowance. Those allowances are greater
for people living north of the 26th paral-
lel.

Mr. Norton: By how much?
Mr. BURT: By £30. Another advant-

age is the subsidy on fares. Perhaps
the fares are not a great deal higher than
those applying to the north-west ports,
but one must realise the Transport Board
gives one free fare per year to every child
living in that area. Yet, there are child-
ren living in my electorate, 100 miles
east of Wiluna, who receive none of these
concessions.

Mr. Blickerton: Do you think the Gov-
ernment should do something about
that?

Mr. BURT: The Government might do
something about it, but nobody has brought
this matter to its aittention.

Mr. Bickerton: North-west members
would not oppose such concessions.

Mr. BURT: I expect them to support
those concessions. I am not asking for
these amenities and concessions for all
my electors, but those living in the area
from Menzies northwards and Yalgoo
eastwards are deserving of some conces-
sions which, in pre-war days, were found
to be unnecessary.

When zone A and zone B were first
evolved by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in respect of taxation, the north-west
admittedly had quite a number of short-
comings while the Murchison district
was comparatively booming. But today
the position has been reversed completely;
therefore, the plight of people in such
towns as Wiluna, Laverton, and -others

on the fringe of civilization should be
at least rewarded in a manner equal to
that applying to those living in the won-
derful booming areas of the north-west.

Mr. Bickerton: You have been influ-
enced by the newspapers.

Mr. Graham: Have you heard of
Onslow?

Mr. BURT: The subject of goldmining
is brought up by members representing
goldfields areas at every opportunity.
Apart from that, the goldmining industry
is losing its effect on the average person in
this State. It is so long a time since
there was any boom in that industry that
people these days have almost forgotten
what the industry has meant to the State.
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I doubt very much if the school children
of today know what gold is, and the part
it played in the history of Western
Australia.

In recent months those who have taken
the trouble to look at the share market
have found that the price of shares of the
more prominent gold mines in the State
have appreciated considerably, without
any important development in the mines
being effected. One can only think that as
this increase is not temporary, but fairly
consistent, the powers that be in tondon
feel there is a possibility of a rise in the
price of gold.

We should pray wholeheartedly for such
a happening, because that would really
lift some areas of Western Australia
which are not prosperous, to a level enjoyed
by the primary producing sections of the
State. The slightly more friendly attitude
of Russia may be a reason for this rise,
because it is generally accepted that the
U.S.A-unless forced to increase the Price
of gold-hesitates to do so on account of
the tremendous quantities of gold reputed
to exist behind the Iron Curtain.

I would like to touch on a matter which
again concerns the more remote towns in
my electorate; that is, the airmail services.
MacRobertson Miller Airlines is the com-
pany which operates the air service to the
north-west towns, It took over from Air-
lines (W.A.) Ltd. several years ago. I can
state positively that the quality of the
service, and the attention give to Murchi-
son towns, have deteriorated considerably
since Airlines (W.A.) Ltd. gave up opera-
tions.

Mr. Norton: It is a monopoly now.
Mr. HURT: MacRobertson Miller Air-

ways seems to change its schedules regu-
larly every six months. As soon as such
a change takes place I, and no doubt
other members of that area, receive a
spate of letters from the shire councils
complaining about the change, and asking
us to do something to reinstate the pre-
vious days of call by the aircraft. There
is a lot of justification for such a request.

if a small town is worthy to be Provided
with an air service, although the cost to
take a plane down and into the air again
is very great, surely the people concerned
should be given some say as to when it
will call. The airmail service, which costs
5d. for a letter and which brings the letter
to the city within a matter of hours, is
very important to people living in the
outback, particularly when they order
goods and perishables from Perth.

In most cases, I have been given to
understand that the alteration in the time
tables of the airmail is Perfectly useless,
and people in the towns affected either
have to make a trunk telephone call or send
a telegram to order their requirements.
When the aircraft finally arrives the need
and the urgency for sending airmail orders

has disappeared. I hope the company will.
in the future, make an effort to send one
of its representatives to the area to discuss
with the shire councils concerned the
most suitable days in each week or fort-
night for the plane to call.

I said at the beginning of this speech
that it was not the fault of the Govern-
ment that we were complaining about our
shortcomings. At this stage, on behalf of
my electors, I thank the various Govern-
ment departments which have attended to
our wants. A very great improvement has
been made to the Meekatharra train ser-
vice, and to the Kalgoorlie Express. De-
spite what the member for Kalgoorlie has
said the new buffet service is greatly
appreciated by those who use it.

Improvements have teen effected on the
roads in my electorate, and the bitumen
strips have been creeping steadily towards
Leonora and Mt. Magnet. Above all, I
would like to express the gratitude of the
People in the Murchison to the Minister
for Health for inaugurating the motile
road dental clinic, and the aero dental
clinic. These two amenities were evolved
by the Minister and his department, as-
sisted by Dr. Peverill of the Perth
Dental Hospital. These services have
Proved to be a tremendous boon to people
living in the remote areas of the Murchtion.

Since the war there has not teen a
dentist willing to travel through that part
of the State, apart from the school dentist.
Members will appreciate the great
expense involved in sending a child,
requiring dental treatment to a doctor
to receive it; and perhaps to receive
questionatle dental treatment, as I am
sure the member for Wembley will
admit. Doctors are not very efficient in
dentistry. Alternatively such a child has
to be sent to Perth or Kalgoorlie to receive
the dental treatment.

On all sides I have received expressions
of gratitude to the Minister for the in-
auguration of those two dental services.
The mobile road dental service visits each
town and remains until all the work has
been completed; it is staffed by a dental
surgeon and a trained nurse, and is
equipped with an X-ray plant and the most
modemn dental equipment.

A few months ago we saw the inaugura-
tion of the aero dental section. which visits
the far-diltant stations and towns not
covered by the mobile road unit.

Mr. J. Hegney: How often does the
mobile road unit visit each centre?

Mr. HURT: Once a year through the
Murchison, and the aero dental clinic twice
a year, I must express my gratitude to
private dentists who give their service to
the aero dental scheme, and to the Flying
Doctor who makes the flights Possible.
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I conclude by relating a story, with your
indulgence. Mr. Speaker, which I know to
be true, and perhaps the same thing will
not happen again now that there is a
dental service at Mvundiwindi, which is in
the northernmost part of my electorate.
One of the postal officers some years ago
was having a party by himself and ran
out of liquor. A nearby squatter and his
wife were going to Meekatharra, and this
person asked them if he could have a ride
down, so that he could obtain more liquor.
They readily assented and when they got
to Meekatharra, and he booked in at the
hotel, he found he was in the room next
door to the postal inspector from Gerald-
ton, his boss. When questioned why he
was there he immediately said he had to
come down to Meekatharra because he had
a very bad tooth; and he thereupon went
straight to the Meekatharra Hospital and
had a sound tooth removed. I would
hate to think that such ingenuity would be
forever cancelled by the advent of a dental
clinic in my electorate!

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [10.16
p.m.]: I am pleased to support the motion
moved in connection with the Address-in-
Reply, which expresses our loyalty to our
Sovereign and thanks His Excellency for
having been pleased to deliver the Speech
to Parliament. I did not think the Speech
in itself was very inspiring. There was
nothing in it to excite me very much: it
read rather like an article in the daily
Press. However, I noticed that even the
daily Press seemed to find nothing to en-
thuse about in the Lieutenant-Governor's
Speech. Apart from one or two photo-
graphs of the opening of Parliament
there did not seem to be much publicity or
joy about what was promised in the Speech.

I was particularly interested to see what
legislation would be forecast for the com-
ing session. Once again I was dis-
appointed because the Speech mentions
only five Bills with which Parliament pro-
poses to deal. No doubt we will have a
great number of others, but even the Bills
mentioned did not give any indication that
there would be anything very controver-
sial or pleasing to the public. We can
only surmise regarding the contents of
that legislation, but on the Government's
past record I do not think it will make
many forward leaps with the Bills that
were mentioned-amendments to the
Licensing Act and the Factories and Shops
Act. However, no doubt when they come
before us we will be able to find something
to argue about on them.

This debate gives members an opportun-
ity to express themselves regarding what
they want done in their electorates, but
we should not only confine ourselves to our
electorates. I would like to be less paro-
chial and talk of matters on a State-wide

basis but at the same time bring to notice
some of the questions that are causing me
particular concern in my district.

Perhaps it is a cause for regret that
the question of unemployment was dealt
with on an earlier occasion, because mem-
bers will no doubt have been dismayed,
as I was dismayed, to see that the unem-
ployment figure for last month had risen
to 2.8 per cent., well above the Australian
average and I think the second highest
in the Commonwealth. We had the usual
excuses about bad weather, but in past
years we did not reach this record high
in regard to unemployment, and I do not
think the Government can hide behind
the weather for ever.

Amongst the matters that do concern me
at Victoria Park-and this is a problem
brought about by its closeness to the city.
unlike some of the problems mentioned
by members earlier this evening where
they are troubled by their remoteness-
is the fact that so much of the eastern
and southern traffic finds its way through
the electorate, and I think there is an
urgent need for greater traffic control, par-
ticularly along Albany Highway. One of
the most urgent needs-and I have spoken
of this before and will continue to stress
it until it is settled-is to have an extra
bridge built across the Swan River. The
metropolitan regional plan, which has
been laid on the Table of the House, shows
that a bridge is to be built across Burs-
wood Island meeting up with Great East-
ern Highway at the Rivervale station. I
cannot too strongly urge that this matter
be given top priority.

For some time the traffic position along
the Causeway and Albany Highway was
considerably eased following the opening
of the Narrows Bridge. but over the last
12 months the position has become
desperately acute, particularly at peak
periods. Whilst on most evenings the
traffic flows reasonably well over the
Causeway, once it gets into Albany High-
way, where there is parking on both sides
of the road, bottlenecks develop and I
think the time is rapidly coming when
serious consideration will have to be given
to the banning of traffic on the outward
side of an evening and on the inward side
in the mornings to facilitate the traffic
flow. Also, I think we will need to have
policemen on duty at various points along
the highway because we find that traffic
lights in the main shopping centre are
holding up the traffic.

The Perth City Council. to its credit,
did establish the No. 7 parking area, which
is further out; and whilst it was not used
extensively for a considerable time, over
the past two or three months it has been
chockablock full every Saturday morning
and on Fridays and during peak shopping
periods. I think this is an indication of
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the great increase in traffic, in the elector-
ate and the need for more parking facili-
ties and greater control to be provided.

Another eyesore-and it has been an
eyesore to my predecessors and many of
the electors-is the state of the Swan
River foreshore between the Causeway and
Rivervale. I was pleased to have discus-
sions some time ago with the Chairman
of the Swan River Conservation Hoard;
and once again, whilst there are great
plans for the area, it looks as though it
will be many years before anything sub-
stantial is commenced. The immediate
object is to fill portion of it and make it
into an area which would be used by water
skiers. They will be allowed to establish
their headquarters there and will be one
section of the community-a growing sec-
tion-which will receive some satisfaction.

However. I would like to see a further
area developed and established as a train-
ing ground for athletes. There has been
a great revival of interest in athletics ever
since the Commonwealth Games were held
in Western Australia last year. School
children particularly are anxious to be-
come experts in all fields of athletics but
they find they are severely restricted in
their training. On the face of it it would
look as though there was no difficulty
about training for athletics, but to my
knowledge there is only one part in the
whole of the metropolitan area where suit-
able training facilities are provided.

For some time I have been concerned
with the requirements of the Canning
flistricts Amateur Athletic Association
which has been looking for a suitable
ground. They have been restricted to the
use of Raphael Park. and they can have
only a small portion of it at certain times
during the week. Then their training is
restricted to flat events. They cannot
train for discus throwing, pole vaulting,
high or low jumping, hammer throwing,
and the other events associated with
athletics.

It is a great shame when there is such
an interest in a sport that something
cannot be done about providing suitable
training facilities for it. The club is not
looking for members, because it cannot
expand, even though it is anxious to do
so, until it can provide suitable training
f acilities.

I said there is only one ground that could
cater for this type of training and that
is Tompkins Park in Melville. However,
that park is too far distant for many of
the people in the eastern and some of the
southern suburbs. So I would suggest that,
if possible, a part of the reclaimed land
along the river foreshore should be re-
served for a permanent training ground
for athletics. This is not likely to inter-
fere with the traffic flow. Most of the
young people who would require to use
this ground do not own cars, and the area

would be far enough away from the general
public to avoid any danger from any of
the apparatus used, and it would indeed
be a great encouragement to the Amateur
Athletic Association as a6 whole-not only
thes Canning district-to expand its
ctivities.

The association has had offers from
People who have been associated with
Olympic events, and from Olympic sports-
men to assist With the training of its
members, but until it can get suitable
training grounds the association is unable
to avail Itself of these generous offers.
Surely somewhere along that area part
of the ground could be reserved for the
establishment of a permanent training
ground for athletes!

I have referred the matter to both the
Perth City Council and the Swan River
Conservation Board. But as mentioned by
an earlier speaker, I find that some Gov-
ernment departments are rather tardy in
answering their correspondence, and al-
though this matter has been in the hands
of the Swan River Conservation Hoard for
some time, I have had nothing in reply.
On my following up the matter, I can
only hope the Government can give some
consideration towards providing land for
such a, purpose, anid if it does I would
indeed be grateful, as would also be all
the youth of the district.

One matter which has made many of
the residents particularly angry is the de-
lay in providing extensions to the Kent
Street Senior High School. That school is
one of the oldest high schools in the met-
ropolitan area, and one of which I and its
teachers are Particularly proud. It has
functioned well under extreme disabilities
and it has had additions-one could call
them temporary-made to it from time to
time. Nevertheless, the accommodation is
still far from adequate.

Enrolments in the school are grow-
ing each year and the accommodation
is packed to capacity. I think the
Present enrolment is almost 1,400 and
whilst I agree with the sentiments
expressed by a speaker at the Teachers'
Union conference that large high schools
are not efficient, I believe that because
Kent Street Senior High School has now
been firmly established, it will have to
remain as it is. I do not want to see the
number of enrolmients increased, but I
want to see sufficient accommodation for
those now attending the school. The posi-
tion is that three classes are established
as an annexe at the Cargill Street Primary
School, Victoria Park. and it was hoped
that with the additions promised, those
classes would be able to revert to the Kent
Street High School.

The enrolments at the Cargill Street
Primary School last year were up 15, and
the classes already average about 45
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students, so it seems that if a further 20
students are added to the school, and
further students are likely to be enrollesl
there next year, an additional classroom
will have to be provided. At present there
is just not sufficient accommodation. There
is only one room vacant in the whole of
the school and that houses the school
library. If the Education Department tries
to use the library as a classroom, I will
lead the march on the Minister's office in
protest.

Mr. Lewis: Bring some money with you,
then.

Mr. DAVIES: The Parents and Citizens'
Association has spent £400 this year on the
library and it is really a beautiful room.

Mr. Lewis: is it big enough for a class-
room?

Mr. DAVIES: No. It is well furnished
and has everything that is required for the
library, and I might say It is the pride and
joy of the Parents and Citizens' Associa-
tion. As I have said, if the Education
Department tried to use this room as a
classroom, I am sure there would be a riot
because it would destroy the most import-
ant thing the Parents and Citizens' As-
sociation has established for the better-
ment of the school.

I do not know whether the Minister has
been to that school lately, but a visit to it
is well worth while. The reason why I
raised this matter is that early this year a
meeting was called by the headmaster of
the Kent Street High school to form a
parents and citizens' association. There
had been some considerable agitation to
form an association previously, but on in-
vestigation it proved that there was no
great need for such an association. How-
ever, we were promised a canteen at the
school, similar to canteens which have been
provided at other schools, but a canteen
cannot be conducted without a parents and
citizens' association. So at a meeting which
was very well attended some months ago,
an association was formed.

Mr. Bradshaw, the Deputy Director of
Technical Education-I think he has since
retired-attended the meeting and he was
pleased to let those present know that
extensions, consisting of six classrooms, a
typing room, a staff room, and a canteen,
would be commenced almost immediately.
This delighted the school.

Mr. Lewis: Evidently he did not look in
the mooneybox.

Mr. DAVIES: However, when no builder
had appeared on the site after a couple of
months, I thought it advisable to make
some inquiries as to whether he had lost
his way. I was told verbally that the
building would commence about this time
next year. They were not certain about
it, so I posed an official question to the

Minister and he told me that it was
unlikely the work would commence this
financial year.

Mr. Lewis: He should know.
Mr. DAVIES: This is a great disappoint-

ment for the school. As I have said, the ac-
commodation is already taxed to the maxi-
mum. They are using facilities at another
school, which is not only bad for the
students themselves but is detrimental to
the control of the school; and, in fact, it
has nothing in its favour.

It is plain to see that the Victoria Park
section of the school will require some
extra accommodation next year, and unless
something can be done to smarten up the
building programme for the Kent Street
High School the position of the students is
going to be quite desperate. I do not think
it is lair to the children attending that
school that they should have to continue
to be taught at the school they probably
attended for many years before their high
school education commenced. There are
many facilities at the Kent Street high
school which the Victoria Park School can-
not provide. It is a pretty poor show when
we are promised these extensions and take
action accordingly, only to find that
because loan moneys have been cut once
again the Kent Street High School is one
of the first to suffer when, goodness only
knows, it has not cost the Government very
much over the years.

I would appeal to the Minister to have
a further look at the matter to see if he
cannot endeavour to get this building under
way. As it is now, it is apparent the
buildings would not be ready for occupa-
tion until the beginning of the school year
in 1965. That is a particularly long time.

Mr. Lewis: I will have a look at it and
let you know.

Mr. DAVIES: I thank the Minister. I
also wanted to have a look at the plans,
but they were not available wvhen the Min-
ister replied to my question. I notice,
however, that plans for some extensions
are often cut of keeping with the existing
buildings. I do not know whether
this was done because of expense, and
lack of finance; but I can think of no
ether reason. The conception of the Kent
Street School is really a beautiful one, and
anything shabby would destroy the build-
ing as a whole. I wiould appreciate it if,
when the plans are drawn up, provision
could be made to incorporate the intentions
of the existing building.

There has been considerable debate over
the last few months about the Police Force
in Western Australia. I would like to
congratulate the member for Claremont on
his very fine dissertation last week. It
,s quite obvious that he did a lot Of
research into the standing of the Police
Force in the community: its numbers as re-
lated to the population; the amount of work
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it did, and how it had grown over the years.
He also suggested what should be done to
ease the position.

I, too, had given this matter a great deal
of consideration, and strangely enough I
had come up with a similar idea that,
perhaps, administrative assistants at
various Police stations would be the answer.
But having made some inquiries after the
member for Claremont made his sugges-
tions, I find that the Police Force itself
does not think such a suggestion is work-
able. My inquiries have been made locally,
of course: through the Police Union, and
through various policemen I have met.
They all say that the type of work a typist
would be expected to do would have to be
dictated: and it would not be sufficient to
keep an administrative assistant going all
day long. The general impression was that
the benefit we thought apparent, would
not accrue by placing these assistants in
the various police stations.

it is quite obvious that the remedy is to
employ more policemen. The member for
Claremont established a very good case
for this with the figures he quoted during
his address. We understand that the Com-
missioner of Police wanted 30 more police-
men, but eventually approval was given
for only 20. This is a matter for regret;
because a responsible officer like the Com-
missioner of Police would be conscious, I
imagine, of the cost to the Government
and would not ask for more men than he
actually required.

The Police Force in this State has a
very good record, but the amount of work
the members of that force have to cope
with has now reached saturation point;
and something must be done to ease the
amount of work it is necessary for them
to do . This, of course, will grow as
the population continues to grow.

When I say that the amount of work the
Police Force does has reached saturation
point, I think of an instance in my own
electorate where a widow has been troubled
by suspected prowlers for something like
three or four months. The local Police
Force has given her a great deal of atten-
tion. She may have been a bit over anxious
at times, but they have always been very
patient with her, and answered all her
calls. They have done all they could to
try to catch the prowler. She thought she
had established a pattern that would assist
in apprehending the suspect, but the Police
Force was not able to find the men or the
time to watch the position.

A couple of constables from the local
police station, however, were good enough
en -one occasion to spend the night outside
her place, keeping an eye on the lanes and
the approaches. This was done in their
own time in an endeavour to find something
that would help to put her mind at rest.
It is unfair that men should be expected

to spend their off duty hours in work of
this nature without being paid overtime
rates.

Another case which I would like to men-
tion is that of a local store which was
broken into on Saturday night. This was
discovered by the manager when he checked
the premises on Sunday morning. Nothing
was taken, however-not even a single
penny-and it became fairly obvious that
the burglars had entered the premises with
the intention of returning there on Sunday
night, when they might possibly bring
other equipment with them to complete
the job.

A complaint was made to the police on
Sunday morning. They were told that
nothing was stolen: that it was just a
case of breaking and entering. The C.B.
said, however, that they did not have any-
body to sent out. When they did send
someone out an hour later the theory was
established that the burglars would possibly
come back later that night: and the sug-
gestion was made that the C.I,3E. place a
man inside the shop to apprehend who-
ever might return. The C.I.B. said, how-
ever, that whilst this was a very good sug-
gestion they just did not have the men to
leave in the store. This, of course, is per-
fectly scandalous. By their own deduc-
tion it was obvious that they expected the
burglars to return; and yet they did not
have the men or the time to wait there
to catch them, While it is possible they
might have had to wait in vain, it was at
least worth a try.

A further example of the fact that the
police have got to the stage where they
cannot cope with anything more, is that of
an acquaintance of mine who, following a
rather unruly display by larrikins at
Araluen, gave the Police Department all
the necessary particulars, as to car numbers
and so on. His letter was not even ack-
nowledged. At least the commissioner
could have sent a formal acknowledgment.
Even if he did not investigate the matter,
the people concerned would have had
some satisfaction in thinking he was miak-
ing an investigation.

Another instance occurred on Friday,
the 9th August of this year, when larrikins
in a car caused a near accident on the
market corner in West Perth. They forced
two cars off the road and careered wildly
down Wellington Street, and though one
man gave chase he could not catch the
larrikins in question. The people concerned
were most incensed and rang up Perth
Central Police Station; but they could not
do anything to help. The Police Force has
so much work to do that unless one is able
to catch the culprits, and charge them,
nothing can be done to help.

A further case is one which I referred
to the Commissioner of Police on the 17th
June. I finally got a reply on the 5th
August and he apolog-ised f or the delay.

701
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This young lad who came to me with
excellent references-he came from a very
good family in the district-had been at
the coffee lounge in Sherwood Court, and
when he was about to leave he was ac-
costed by a gang of lads who apparently
hang around this place fairly frequently.
Por no reason at all-he swears this, and
I believe him; he did nothing to provoke
.the gang-he was attacked and badly
knocked around. He not only received a
couple of black eyes, cracked teeth, and a
broken finger, but his car was also damaged
-the dashboard, upholstery, and some of
the bodywork.

When it was obvious some trouble was
going to develop and they thought they
would quit the place, one lad stayed down-
stairs in the coffee lounge to ring the
police. I believe there had been trouble
at this Place on one previous occasion.
I sent all these details to the Commissioner
of Police and asked why nothing had been
done about it. because having made the
original complaint, the lad had heard no-
thing more. Originally he was not going
to make any complaint because he thought
this gang could follow him up and attack
him ait any time, but on consideration he
thought the responsible thing- to do was
to bring the incident to the notice of the
Police Department.

When he made his initial call, the police
said they could not trace the earlier call
on the Friday night-they had no record
of it-and although his injuries were oh-
"ious. unless he could name the People
concerned and, if he wished, to lay a
charge, the Police were not interested in
Proceeding any further. I think that wfls
scandalous. He had plenty of clues and
was able to give descriptions and he had
picked up further information in the
meantime, but the police apparently did
not wish to follow it up.

T presented the whole matter to the
commissioner, as I said before, and re-
ceived a reply in which he apologised
for the delay in answering. He said
that endeavours bad been made to estab-
lish the identity of the offenders. The
lad concerned had been interviewed by
the police on two occasions, when he gave
them all the evidence he could, and he
was told he would be contacted again at
a later date and shown a set of photo-
graphs in an endeavour to Identify the
people concerned: but nothing further
ever transpired. The commissioner said
inquiries revealed that the police at-
tended the complaint immediately it was
received over the V.K.I. radio. We checked
back and ascertained that the shop re-
mained open for only a short time after
the complaint was made and no police
attended there.

Surely when people are likely
pushed around they are not going
main to make a complaint to the

to get
to re-
police;

and certainly the people doing the pushing
around are not going to stay and await
police attendance. Also, this contradicts
what was said earlier. It was said that
the police had no record of the complaint
being made. The letter goes on and gives
the impression that nothing much could be
done and though the police were not dis-
interested in the matter they hoped that
as more of the offenders received gaol
sentences the position would improve.

They said the main trouble is that the
larrikini element is now mobile and can
move from district to district and is un-
known to the local police; but in the old
days the police knew the identity of the
local packs of larrikins. This lad, who lost
a week's work, could not attend niaht
school, and suffered considerable pain,
can get little satisfaction from a thing
like that.

I do not believe -a proper inquiry was
ever made into this case. Therefore, I
feel the police have reached saturation
point with regard to the work they can
do and are disinterested in complaints like
this. It is cause for alarm when one reads
the headlines at that time: "Lord Mayor
Intervenes in Larrikin Incident;' "Gang
Rips UiP Meters;- "Police right Gang:'
"Bodgies Made Cafe Impossible, Says
Owner:" "Louts Brawl in Dance Hall:
Police Called."

It is obvious some attention will have to
be given to this aspect to provide some
protection for the community. I say it can-
not be done with the present establish-
ment of the Police Force. One has only
to go down town to try to find a police-
man on some days to realise the shortage
of police officers. One day in particular-
the 27th June-I was looking for a police-
man and could not find one in the city
block. I drove around the city block and
also walked around it, but could not find
hide nor hair of one policeman-and that
was at 10.30 in the morning.

Mr. Toms: You should have smashed
a window.

Mr. DAVTES: I could have tried smash-
Ing a window and got off scot free, as
many people who break the law are doing
at the present time. That stage is being
reached. One is not supposed to turn
Iight in one's car at certain times in the
city, but if one wants to it is worth a try.
because generally there is no police-
man to catch one. U turns can be
made in St. George's Terrace. This could
not be done at one stage, but it can be
done now because there are no police there
to take notice. It seems that when they do
catch offenders, they are fining them to try
to perhaps intimidate would-be wrongdoers,
but so many people are getting away with
effences right under the policemen's noses,
or where the police should be, every day
that it is just amazing there are not more
traffic accidents.
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I know that permission has been given
for taxis to make U turns, and I do not
think that is unreasonable during off peak
periods, but I think It Is unreasonable
when one travels down St. George's Ter-
race at 5.15 p.m. and finds the traffic Is
held up both ways while a taxi makes a
U turn. If people wish to use a taxi, and
that taxi is heading in the wrong direc-
tion, the People concerned should pay the
extra fare to go around the block. The
great majority of the population should
not be inconvenienced and have to face
a traffic hazard by allowing taxi drivers
to make U turns.

In last night's paper there was a letter
from a taxi driver saying they should be
allowed to do it. I agree with him, but
during peak hours U turns must be
banned. However, the attitude seems
to be to have a dash, because there
is unlikely to be a policeman around. The
most astounding thing I have found out
is that on Mondays and Tuesdays the
eastern districts police patrol does not
operate. I do not know whether police-
men have an agreement with lawbreakers
that the latter will not operate on that
night. It seems they just have not got the
staff to operate.

That van operates-as its name indi-
cates-In the eastern districts from 9 p.m.
to 5 am., but not on Mondays and Tues-
days. Therefore, if anyone is thinking of
doing a Job, I suggest he does it on a
Monday or Tuesday because he will have
a much better chance of getting away with
It. It is scandalous. The public needs this
protection, The equipment is there but
there are no policemen to do the job.

One other matter was brought to my
notice, and I thought that before I men-
tioned it in my speech I would have the
papers from the department in order to
check up, being always mindful of your
warning, Mr. Speaker, that we should
check our facts. I hoped that the papers
would be here this afternoon for me to
make absolutely certain, but that has not
been possible. However, it is a matter
that requires airing, because the authority
on which I have received It is very good.
It relates to the price of bread and the
weight of bread.

As members know, from questions raised
in the House this session, the Government
has no control over, and obviously does
not intend to try to control, the price of
bread. At present the only control is by
the Factories and Shops Department, and
its only control is over the weight of the
dough. Once the bread is baked the de-
partment has no control over it whatsoever.
Section 4 of the Bread Act Provides that-

All dough intended to be made into
bread shall be weighed out in the bake-
house in the following quantities:-

The quantities are: No. 1 loaf, 1 lb. 2 oz.
to 1 lb. 4 oz.: No. 2 loaf, 2 lb. 4 oz. to
2 lb. 6 oz.: No. 3 loaf, 4 lb. 8 oz. to

4 lb. 10 02. I have had no dealings
with the No. 3 loaf, but we have all had
dealings with the No. 1 loaf and the No. 2
loaf which are generally accepted as being
the 1 lb. loaf and the 2 lb. loaf. The Pen-
alty for having underweight dough is 2s.
6d. an ounce or part thereof less than the
quantities specified in the Act. The dough
must be weighed under certain conditions
and inspectors shall be given every right to
make inspections and to weigh the dough.
As I said, this is the only control that any
department has over bread. Once the
bread is baked and becomes loaves there
is no jurisdiction at all.

A case was brought to my notice, and I
understand that one baker was fined in
connection with it. Another case did not
get as far as the courts. In the case to
which I am referring the dough weighed
about 1 lb. 9 ozs. It was over the weight
laid down for a No. 1 loaf and below that
laid down for a No. 2 loaf. It was ob-
vious that the baker was not going to give
that much dough awvay in a No. 1 loaf, so
he fortified the dough. I believe that a
fortified consistency of dried milk and other
additives was used, ostensibly for the aera-
tion of the bread and improvement of its
texture. The bread goes into the oven at a
weight of 1 lb. 9 ozs., and it comes out in
size as a 2 lb. loaf. It is then wrapped and
sold as a 2 lb. loaf. In effect, the public
is getting at least J lb. less than it
should be getting for sliced and wrapped
bread.

I believe that an inspection was made
at Tolcan Bakery on the 12th April
this year. and the matter was referred to
the Factories and Shops Department. As
the Minister said, the file is still passing
between the Crown Law, the Minister's De-
partment, and the Department of Labour,
because obviously they do not know what
to do with it. When the file got tack
initially to the Department of Labour, the
three months were up and the case was
taken out of court.

In some instances additives are used and
bread is being sold at a weight consider-
ably below that at which it should be sold.
The penalty of 2s. 6d. an ounce was estab-
lished in 1937, and it has never been
brought up to date. Even then It is quite
a substantial penalty.

I do not say that all bakers are doing
this. By no means do I say that; but
there are a number of bakers who are
adopting these methods. There are two
at least that I know of. One was taken
to court and fined, and another is being
investigated, according to the Minister.
When people are being robbed in such a
blatant way by the bread being increased
in size to give a false impression as to its
value. I think it is just scandalous.

The Wheat Products (Prices Fixation)
Act was discontinued and the Government
has no control over the price of bread. I
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believe there is some doubt as to what con-
stitutes a loaf. A loaf of sliced and
wrapped bread in effect may not be con-
sidered to be a loaf of bread. The Govern-
ment must take some action to ensure
that bread which is sold to the public is
of the correct weight. Incidentally, I have
never found any indication on wrapped
bread of what the weight is supposed to
be. Some action should be taken to ensure
that the public are given bread which is of
the correct weight, and not something
which has been blown up to appear to be
something which it is not.

I am not making a wild charge that all
bakers are doing this. This morning I
weighed a number of sliced and wrapped
loaves of bread and I found that most of
them were reasonable. I think at one store
I weighed five loaves. One was 2 ozs. over-
weight, one was just on the 2 lb.. and the
other three were 2 oss. underweight. There
are Plenty of bakers who are playing the
game; but the Government must give some
attention to protecting the public from the
despicable and scandalous practice adopted
by some unscrupulous bakers. I believe
this is the type of thing in which the
Government is not interested because it is
happening time and time again.

Another matter to which I have
referred before, and which has been
brought up over the years by other mem-
bers, concerns scandalous hire-purchase
rates. I should like to issue a warning
here-in case it might be read in Hansard
at some time. Members should be very
careful of some of the hire-purchase com-
panies who Pretend to assist people by
rewriting their commitments.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is a racket I have
been dealing with all the week.

Mr. DAVIES: I know of a case of a
woman who owed about £140. it was a
Reid Murray account. Due to her hus-
band losing his job unexpectedly and be-
ing unable, because of his advanced age,
to obtain work, she was £2B behind
in her payments, The company said, "It
is quite obvious that You cannot meet
Your Payments of £4 monthly, so we will
reduce your payments to £3 l0s. per
month." That seemed reasonable. It ap-
peared that the company was helping her.
They told her that she would get a rebate
on that amount that was owing, and she
got a rebate of £2 16s. The company then
rewrote the account and added £36 10s.
extra charges for rewrlting the account.

Many people have been sucked in by this
sort of thing. I have told dozens of people
not to sign anything along these lines
because, as I have said before, we have
to protect people from themselves. Un-
fortunately many will sig-n anything
which is put before them, particu-
larly if they think it will ease their
repayments burden. This woman re-
ceived a rebate of £2 16s. and found her-
self up for £36 10s, extra charges, which

left her considerably behind. Her finan-
cial position has not improved, unfortu-
nately, and she will be a great number Of
years paying that off.

1 would like to make a plea once again
for the sewerage to be connected at Lath-
lain Park, The member for Belmont
raised this matter many times when Lath-
lain Park was part of his electorate. There
is a little Pocket there which is still uni-
sewered. It is a well-settled area but
many people warnt to make extensions to
their properties or establish gardens and
they cannot do so until the sewerage is
connected. Last year I asked a question
on this, and the Minister replied on the
15th November that it had not been deter-
mined when the people could expect to
receive their deep sewerage. I took the
matter up some time later in April, 1.963
with the Water Supply Department and
received the following advice:-

Dear Sir,
Referring to your letter dated the

8th April, 1963, concerning the provi-
sion of sewerage facilities for the area
around Saleham and Staines Streets,
Victoria Park, I wish to inform you
that I have had the matter investi-
gated, but am sorry to say that there
are no plans for the construction of
sewers in the area at present and I
am unable to state when there is any
likelihood of the work being done.

We would have hoped that with the great
leap forward and the great strides which
have been made by the Government, the
Government might have some better
idea of when the work Would be proceeded
with.

Mr. J. Hegney: How far is that from
Perth?

Mr. DAVIES: It is about three miles
from the G.P.O. I asked questions again
this year on the 15th August and received
the following answer:-

It has not been possible to providte
funds for this area in view of other
more urgent commitments. Loan
funds in future years will determine
when this work can be undertaken.

So I would say that is a Kathleen
Mavourneen till we change the Govern-
ment. As I have already pointed out, it
is only a small area and the member for
Belmont has been pursuing the subject
for a few years. Because of their reason-
able proximity to the city these people
could be expected to receive some kind of
service. But, of course, it is just another
one of these things to which we are ex-
pected to close our eyes, and only look
at the wonderful Press reports about the
great expansion of the State. However.
rthese are things which have to be attended
to and in connection with which those con-
cerned should gain some satisfaction.

Another complaint I wish to make con-
cerns the policy of the Railways Depart-
ment on railway fatalities. I do not
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know how long this policy has been in
force, but on the 11th December, 1962,
about 7.15 or 7.30 a.m. a man who was
living just out of my electorate was killed
while crossing the railway line. The cir-
cumstances were very tragic. His house
fronted the railway line and he went
out for some purpose to cross it and was
run dawn by a train.

Now, this in itself, at Christmas time,
particularly, was more than upsetting to
his wife and family. It was certainly
most unexpected and was a great blow
to them, so much so that the woman
today, although it is nearly 12 months
since it occurred, is still in a state of
shock and suffering from nerves and heart
trouble. This family had hardly had time
to bury the man when, on the 17th
January, a6 letter was received from the
Railways Department, the main part of
which reads-

The evidence indicates that the
fatality was not caused by any negli-
gence on the part of this Department's
employees and in accordance with
normal practice it is desired to advise
.that it is the intention of the De-
partment to submit a claim for any
railway costs arising therefrom.

I think this was particularly harsh treat-
ment. Surely to goodness the depart-
ment could have-if the approval had to
be made-made a personal approach.' It
could have found out who was dealing
with the estate and taken the matter up
direct with that person.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order I
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. DAVIES: Members can imagine
the shock this lady received. She imag-
ined all sorts of expenses she would be
up for because her husband was killed
by a train and the train was delayed.
Fortunately, when I made inquiries I
ascertained it was unlikely the costs in-
valved would be more than £3. I do not
think the department is in such dire
straits that, for the sake of £3, it had to
take the matter up so brutally and so
soon with those who had under such
tragic circumstances lost a relative. It
could have been handled in a much
easier and more personal way. My honest
opinion is that in view of the sum of
money involved the department should
not even have worried about it. It would
have wasted more time in typing, postage.
an-d stationery, to say nothing of filling
in the forms, than the £3 it might re-
cover.

-Mr. Court: It is not the amount which
makes it necessary, you know. There is
another legal procedure which makes
some of these approaches-unfortunate
though they are-necesslary.

Mr. DAVIES: I think the matter could
be approached in a More personal man-
ner and with some feeling.

Mr. Court: I have always found thema
very understanding in these matters.

Mr. DAVIES: There are a number of
railway investigators who have received
commendation for their courtesy, and
their services could be utilised to con-
siderable advantage. This would be far
Preferable than for the person concerned
to pick up a letter from the letter box
one morning. By the time I saw this
woman she was imagining all sorts of
ways she could raise money on insurance
policies, etc. She was imagining all sorts
of amounts that she would be up for.
She even thought it would go into hun-
dreds of pounds. There are much mare
humane and reasonable ways of following
up these matters.

I fully appreciate there are legal com-
plications at; times, which require that
these matters he given attention. But
surely to goodness, particularly under
such circumstances, we could get away
from this cold approach which is comn-
pletely without sentiment or feeling!

In view of the fact that my time has
almost expired I think I will conclude
there and save for another day the other
remarks I had intended to make. I am
sure the occasion will arise when I can
bring them to the attention of the Howse.
However, I am pleased to know that the
Minister for Education has indicated he
will ascertain the possibility of proceeding
with the additions to the Kent Street
High School; and also that the Minister
for Railways will-I hope, as he has taken
a note of it-see that some more reason-
able approach is made to people who have
suffered under circumstances such as I
have quoted.

I do hope the Government will ensure
that the public is protected against the
sale of underweight bread. There are
ways in which it can be done, and the
matter requires urgent attention because,
although the offence is not widespread at
the moment, it could easily become so in
the future.

Last, but not least, I again make a plea
for the appointment of more police of-
ficers, for which a case has been es-tab-
lished well and truly, by the member for
Claremont in particular. Plublic reaction
supports this plea, because some people
wvho submit reasonable requests to the
police find that, as a result of the exces-
sive work which these officers have to
perform, those requests cannot be dealt
with. Therefore, something should be
done to appoint more police officers. If
there is an inadequate number of police
officers to maintain law and order, goodness
knows what will happen to this State.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Moir.

House adjourned at 11.15 pa.
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